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Foreword

I

am pleased to present this new publication by the Security for a
New Century project of the Henry L. Stimson Center. Policy
Matters: Educating Congress on Peace and Security is intended
to serve as a practical guide for individuals, groups and
organizations that seek to engage Members of Congress on critical
issues affecting America’s role in the world, and on a wide array of
national security policies and programs. It is intended to help
citizens work with Congress to identify and develop shared
understanding about national and international security. The
“education” part of this book is really a two-way street: to help
Members of Congress develop positions on key issues, citizens
must be better educated and savvy in how Congress works. The y
need to learn about what techniques are effective in getting the
attention of busy lawmakers, how committees work, and what
communications strategies are likely to achieve desired results. All
these issues are addressed in this useful book.
The Stimson Center is proud to sponsor the Security for New
Century project, which provides congressional staff a continual
series of briefings on a very diverse range of security-related
issues. This program is intended to help all congressional staff,
and it enjoys bipartisan support. The briefings are informational
and do not advocate specific legislative solutions to the many
problems and challenges in promoting peace and security. Its codirectors, Lorelei Kelly and Elizabeth Turpen, bring a wealth of
practical and academic experience and knowledge to the program,
and are the co-authors of this new publication.
I’ll welcome hearing from you if you have any questions or
comments.
Ellen Laipson
President and CEO
The Henry L. Stimson Center
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