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On October 26, 2007, the Committee for Economic Development (CED) hosted a 
luncheon forum on The Economic Promise of Investing in Early Education for All in 
Charlotte, NC.  The forum, which attracted over 70 local business, civic and educa-
tion leaders, was the second in a series CED is hosting with the generous support of 
the W.K. Kellogg Foundation.

CED was pleased to partner with Smart Start and the Charlotte Chamber on this 
effort.  Smart Start of North Carolina is a public-private initiative that provides early 
education funding to all of the state’s 100 counties.  Smart Start funds are used to 
improve the quality of child care, make child care more affordable and accessible, 
provide access to health services and offer family support. Charlotte Chamber mem-
bers realize that education plays a vital role in creating a vibrant local workforce.  The 
Chamber’s Education Committee advocates to strengthen North Carolina educational 
institutions, including those serving the state’s youngest learners.

CED welcomed Robert J. Greczyn, Jr., CEO of Blue Cross Blue Shield NC, as keynote 
speaker.  Mr. Greczyn emphasized  the business case in support of investments in 
early learning and Blue Cross Blue Shield NC’s involvement with early education 
efforts.  

Additional speakers included Kit Cramer, Vice President, Economic Development, 
Charlotte Chamber of Commerce; Stephanie Fanjul, President, The North Carolina 
Partnership for Children, Inc.; Charles Kolb, President, Committee for Economic 
Development (CED); Barry Matherly, Executive Director, Lincoln Economic Develop-
ment Association; Jocelyn Sargent, Program Director, W.K. Kellogg Foundation; 
Louise Stoney, Co-Founder, Alliance for Early Childhood Finance; and Ashley 
Thrift, Chair, The North Carolina Partnership for Children, Inc.

The forum focused on the importance of investing in high-quality early education 
programs in North Carolina, while also touching on alternative funding measures.  
Dr. Louise Stoney outlined innovative policies other states are using to fund early 
education programs.  Charlotte Chamber representative Kit Cramer discussed how 
increased investments in early learning will benefit long-term workforce development 
in Charlotte and Stephanie Fanjul stressed the importance of high quality early child-
hood education programs and suggested family-friendly policies businesses could 
implement.

Working in partnership, CED, Smart Start, and the Charlotte Chamber greatly 
increased the forum’s impact. For the Raleigh based state-wide Smart Start office, col-
laborating with CED and the Charlotte Chamber on this event provided an excellent 
entrée point to Charlotte business, civic, and non-profit leaders. Smart Start’s new 
President, Stephanie Fanjul, highly valued the opportunity to introduce herself to this 
community. Media opportunities generated by this forum allowed CED, Smart Start, 
and the Charlotte Chamber to take its message about the importance of investments 
in early childhood education to a larger audience.

Fore more information on CED’s work on early education, please visit our website at 
www.ced.org.

CED Hosts Charlotte, N.C. Forum on the Economic 
Promise of  Investing in Early Education for All 

Robert J. Greczyn, Jr., CEO of Blue Cross Blue 
Shield NC, highlighted the long-term benefits 
to his company and the state of North Carolina 
of investing in early childhood education

Stephanie Fanjul, President of The North 
Carolina Partnership for Children, Inc., 
discussed family-friendly policies businesses 
can implement to support and retain 
employees with young children.

Barry Matherly, Executive Director 
of Lincoln Economic Development 
Association, delivered closing remarks 
and a call to action.
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CED is a non-profit, non-partisan organization of more than 200 business 
leaders and university presidents.  Since 1942, its research and policy pro-
grams have addressed many of the nation’s most pressing economic and so-
cial issues, including education reform, workforce competitiveness, campaign 
finance, health care, and global trade and finance.  CED promotes policies to 
produce increased productivity and living standards, greater and more equal 
opportunity for every citizen, and an improved quality of life for all.  

ABOUT OUR PARTNERS:

About Smart Start

Smart Start is North Carolina’s nationally recognized and award-winning early 
childhood initiative designed to ensure that young children enter school healthy 
and ready to succeed.

Smart Start is a public-private initiative that provides early education funding to all 
of the state’s 100 counties. Smart Start funds are administered at the local level 
through local nonprofit organizations called Local Partnerships. The North Carolina 
Partnership for Children, Inc. (NCPC) is the statewide nonprofit organization that 
provides oversight and technical assistance for local partnerships. 

To learn more about Smart Start, please visit www.ncsmartstart.org

About the Charlotte Chamber

A not-for-profit organization of local business leaders who care about our growing 
community, the Charlotte Chamber’s mission is threefold: to promote business 
growth in Charlotte, to serve members with personal and professional develop-
ment opportunities, and to affect public policy decisions to the benefit of the 
Charlotte business community.

For more information on the Charlotte Chamber, please visit www.charlotte-
chamber.com

Since the 2002 release of its groundbreaking early education report, Preschool for All: 
Investing in a Productive and Just Society, CED has been engaged in an aggressive national 
campaign to build momentum surrounding investment in early education.  

In 2006, CED released The Economic Promise of Investing in High-Quality Preschool: 
Using Early Education to Improve Economic Growth and the Fiscal Sustainability of 
States and the Nation, which further illustrates the economic benefits of quality preschool.  

CED is grateful for the support of the W.K Kellogg Foundation. Please visit www.wkkf.
org for more information on the Kellogg Foundation’s work 
in this area.  For more information on CED’s early education 
effort, or for copies of our reports, please visit www.ced.org

Kit Cramer, 
Vice President 
for Economic 
Development 
at the Charlotte 
Chamber, 
encouraged 
residents of 
Mecklenburg 
County to vote 
in favor of school 
bond reform.

Jocelyn Sargent, 
Program Director 
at W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation, 
briefly 
summarized 
education 
projects funded 
by the Kellogg 
Foundation.

Nancy Carter, Charlotte City Councilwoman 
and Smart Start of Mecklenburg County Board 
Member, posed a question to the panel.

The event allowed The North 
Carolina Partnership for Children, 

Inc.’s new president, Stephanie 
Fanjul, an opportunity to meet 

Charlotte business leaders.


