
Committee for 
Economic Development

Investing in Early Education

Financing Public Preschool Programs:Current Practices and Future Possibilities

Committee for Economic Development

November 2006

CED Hosts Washington, D.C. Forum on the Economic 
Promise of Investing in Pre-Kindergarten for All

On November 14, 2006, the Committee 
for Economic Development (CED) hosted a 
luncheon forum on The Economic Promise 
of Investing in Pre-Kindergarten for All 
in Washington, D.C.  The forum, which 
attracted over 130 local business, civic and 
education leaders, was the first in a series 
CED is hosting with the generous support of 
the W.K. Kellogg Foundation.

CED was pleased to partner with Pre-K for 
All DC and SPARK DC on this effort.  For the 
past four years, SPARK DC has been working 
to improve the quality of the District’s early 
education programs on the ground.  The 
recently launched Pre-K for All DC campaign 
is seeking to transform much of that work 
into a publicly-funded system of voluntary, 
high-quality pre-kindergarten for all three and 
four year olds.  

CED welcomed Michael Harreld, President, 
PNC Bank, Greater Washington Area, as 
keynote speaker.  Mr. Harreld highlighted 
the business arguments in favor of investing 
in quality early education programs, and 
discussed PNC’s Grow Up Great program.  

Additional speakers included Carol Brunson 
Day, President-elect, National Black Child 
Development Institute (NBCDI); Terrence 
Golden, Chairman, Federal City Council & 
Co-Chair, Pre K for All DC; Barbara Kamara, 
Administrator, DC DHS Early Care and 
Education Administration; Barbara Lang, 
President & CEO, DC Chamber of Commerce; 
Ed Lazere, Executive Director, DC Fiscal Policy 
Institute; Michael Petro, Vice President, 
CED; Dr. Isabel Sawhill, Senior Fellow, The 
Brookings Institution; and Carrie Thornhill, 
At-Large Member, Board of Education of the 
District of Columbia & Co-Chair, Pre K for All 
DC.  

The forum focused on the importance of 
investing in high-quality pre-kindergarten 
programs in the District of Columbia, 

while also touching on some broader early 
education issues.  Dr. Isabel Sawhill provided 
a national perspective into the economic 
arguments in favor of investing in high-quality 
pre-kindergarten programs and discussed 
her recently released report, “The Effects of 
Investing in Early Education on Economic 
Growth.”  Local economist Ed Lazere 
highlighted the long-term economic benefits 
of investing in pre-kindergarten programs 
in the District, and Barbara Lang of the 
DC Chamber of Commerce discussed how 
increased investments in early learning will 
benefit long-term workforce development in 
the District of Columbia.

CED Releases Financing Public Preschool 
Programs: Current Practices and Future 
Possibilities

At the forum, CED released Financing Public 
Preschool Programs: Current Practices and 
Future Possibilities.  The brief considers 
various options for funding high-quality 
preschool programs.

Mounting evidence suggests that high-quality 
early education, though expensive, is a cost-
effective investment that generates broad 
economic and social benefits to taxpayers as 
well as the children who attend.  Expansion 
of public preschool programs will require 
streamlining existing investments and 
additional resources.  

But to ensure that access to high-quality 
preschool is a reality for all children, new 
models of revenue generation—such 
as parental cost-sharing, public/private 
partnerships, and debt financing—should also 
be considered.  Financing Public Preschool 
Programs considers these options while 
discussing financing strategies currently in use 
across the country.

Financing Public Preschool Programs is 
available at www.ced.org. 
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Michael Harreld, President of PNC Bank of 
Greater Washington, discussed the role of 
business in supporting investments in early 
education.

Barbara Lang, President of the DC Chamber of 
Commerce and Ed Lazere, Executive Director of 
the DC Fiscal Policy Institute.  Both participated 
in the panel discussion.

Barbara Kamara of the DC DHS Early Care 
and Education Administration introduced the 
panelists.



About Pre-K for All DC

Launched in June 2006, Pre-K for All 
DC is a non-partisan public education 
and advocacy campaign aimed 
at ensuring all children have the 
opportunity to attend a free, voluntary, 
and high-quality pre-k program in 
the District of Columbia.  SPARK 
DC, the Universal School Readiness 
Stakeholder Group, and the Early Care 
and Education Administration in the 
Department of Human Resources are 
the principle partners.

To learn more about Pre-K for All DC, 
please visit www.prekforalldc.org

About SPARK

Launched in 2002, Supporting 
Partnerships to Assure Ready Kids 

(SPARK) is an initiative to help 
communities mobilize resources to 
better prepare children for school and 
schools for children. Seeking both 
“ready children” and “ready schools,” 
SPARK supports five-year plans of 
grantees in seven states (FL, GA, HI, 
MS, NM, NC, OH) and Washington, 
DC, to smooth children’s transition 
to school and to align preschool and 
elementary school settings.  

Since 2002, the National Black Child 
Development Institute (NBCDI) has 
been working with the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation to assist the District of 
Columbia in uniting resources to better 
prepare children for school. For more 
information on SPARK DC, please visit 
www.nbcdi.org

Since the 2002 release of its groundbreaking early education report, Preschool 
for All: Investing in a Productive and Just Society, CED has been engaged in an 
aggressive national campaign to build momentum surrounding investment in early 
education.  

Recently, CED released The Economic Promise of Investing in High-Quality 
Preschool: Using Early Education to Improve Economic Growth and the Fiscal 
Sustainability of States and the Nation, which further illustrates the economic 
benefits of quality preschool.  

CED is grateful for the support of the W.K Kellogg Foundation and is looking 
forward to hosting additional forums with SPARK partners across the country.  
Please visit www.wkkf.org for more information on the Kellogg Foundation’s 
work in this area.  For more information on CED’s early education effort, or for 
copies of our reports, please visit www.ced.org.

CED is a non-profit, non-partisan organization of more than 200 
business leaders and university presidents.  Since 1942, its research 
and policy programs have addressed many of the nation’s most 
pressing economic and social issues, including education reform, 
workforce competitiveness, campaign finance, health care, and 
global trade and finance.  CED promotes policies to produce 
increased productivity and living standards, greater and more equal 
opportunity for every citizen, and an improved quality of life for all.

Carol Brunson Day, President-elect of the National Black 
Child Development Institute (NBCDI), introduced keynote 
speaker Mike Harreld of PNC Bank.

Mike Harreld and 
Barbara Lang caught 
up before the program 
started.

Dr. Isabel Sawhill of the Brookings Institution presented 
evidence in support of investments in high-quality early 
education programs.

Terrance Golden and Carrie Thornhill, Co-Chairs of Pre-K for 
All DC, provided closing remarks and a call to action.
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