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YEAR IN REVIEW

To get a better understanding of just where the Surdna Foundation 
sits in the world of family philanthropy, we reached out to Ginny 

Esposito, the executive director of the National Center on Family Phi-
lanthropy. What we heard back was startling. Ginny said that, so far as 
she could tell, of the foundations established in 1917 or before, Surdna 
is the third largest, behind the Carnegie Corporation and the Rock-
efeller Foundation. Of those three institutions, Surdna is the only one 
that continues to be governed by a majority family board. Yes, there are 
larger family foundations and older ones, but Surdna’s unique combi-
nation of both size and longevity is noteworthy. 

We at Surdna are proud to be family institution, and we are proud 
to demonstrate that such institutions, contrary to the conventional 
wisdom that we encounter across the field, can and do achieve excel-
lence. We strive to be a world class foundation, not just a world class 
family foundation. We have learned how to harness the tremendous 
power brought to the institution by the ardent commitment of our 
board members, who embody the passion of our founder John E. 

Andrus and the 400+ living Andrus family members for the work of 
creating positive social change.

Over the past three years, we have sharpened Surdna’s focus and re-
tooled our programs in an effort to position the foundation to face-
down this generation’s social challenges. In doing this work, we took 
the time to re-examine the core values of the foundation, values that 
were written down at our founding in 1917, indeed principles that 
animate the Andrus family to this day: thrift, modesty, loyalty, and 
compassion.

The new programs that emerged from our work to develop a new 
mission statement—Thriving Cultures, Sustainable Environments, 
and Strong Local Economies—were launched a little over a year ago 
and are now hitting their stride. In the past year, we have made major 
investments in the green economy and green jobs, supported efforts 
to make existing buildings more energy efficient, assisted communi-
ties and policymakers in their efforts to build better and more ef-
ficient transit systems, and fostered talented young artists who are 
critical next generation leaders in their communities. In addition to 
these ongoing efforts, we have been energized by the exploration and 
grantmaking our programs are doing in new areas for the foundation, 
including facilitating the role that artists play as social change agents 
in their communities, investing in community-driven design efforts 
to make the places of community more attractive and livable, ensur-
ing that models of fostering inner city and urban entrepreneurship are 
being developed and shared among communities, and building bridges 
between the economic development community and the job training 
community.

Building on this exciting work in our grantmaking fields, we are now 
focused on what we want Surdna to achieve in the coming five years 
and what tools we need to facilitate sustained excellent grantmak-
ing and program work. At its core this vision is about achieving the 
promise of our mission to foster just and sustainable communities. 

We at Surdna are proud to  
be a family institution, and we 
are proud to demonstrate that 
such institutions, contrary to 
the conventional wisdom that 
we encounter across the field,
CAN AND DO ACHIEVE  
EXCELLENCE.

By Phillip W. Henderson & Josephine B. Lowman
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This includes work at the national level to ensure that sustainability is 
the byword among federal officials and to ensure that national policy-
making truly enables efforts locally, regionally, and nationally to instill 
sustainability in our communities. This means making sure that new 
transportation funding leans ever more strongly in the direction of 
trains, busses, light rail, bike lanes and other non-automobile centric 
transportation systems. This also means making sure the efforts un-
derway led by the Housing and Urban Development department to 
fund creative sustainability work in communities across the United 
States become part of the core work of the federal government rather 
than experiments that are the first items to be jettisoned when budget-
ary pressure grows. And it means ensuring that we are truly linking the 
growth of our metropolitan regions with the growth of the poor inner 
city neighborhoods at their core, insisting that people in these places 
don’t get left behind as the region around them grows and flourishes. 
We are excited about the work ahead of us. 

Issues of fairness, of social justice, of creating more sustainable com-
munities, of service to others run deep through the history of the 
Andrus family and provide constant guidance to the foundation as 
we adapt to the challenges that lie ahead. We are proud to be a family 
foundation, because we believe the unique strengths of a family foun-
dation—the commitment, the deeply felt values, the strength of the 
bonds of family and community—have allowed this foundation to 
reach for excellence. What we have set out to do, helping the develop-
ment of just and sustainable communities across the U.S., is no small 
task, but we remain committed to excellence in our work and commit-
ted to the idea that a family foundation can do remarkable things.

Phillip W. Henderson                          Josephine B. Lowman
President	                                        Chairperson

ISSUES OF FAIRNESS,  
OF SOCIAL JUSTICE,  
OF CREATING MORE  
SUSTAINABLE communities, 
of service to others run deep 
through the history of the 
Andrus family and provide  
constant guidance to the  
foundation as we adapt to  
the challenges that lie ahead. 



Our Mission

The Surdna Foundation seeks to foster 
just and sustainable communities in 
the United States—communities guided 
by principles of social justice and 
distinguished by healthy environments, 
strong local economies, and thriving 
cultures. For five generations, since 1917, 
the Foundation has been governed largely 
by descendants of John Andrus and has 
developed a tradition of innovative service 
for those in need of help or opportunity. 

Our History 

The Surdna Foundation was founded in 1917 by John Emory 
Andrus to pursue a range of philanthropic purposes. John Andrus 

was born in 1841 in Pleasantville, New York, graduated from Wes-
leyan University and soon moved from teaching school to pursuing his 
talents as a an investor and a businessman. His primary business, the 
Arlington Chemical Company, manufactured and distributed typical 
medicines of the day, and his business interests included large land 
holdings as far away as Alaska. The son of a Methodist minister, Mr. 
Andrus was a lay leader of the Methodist Church. In his 60s, he was 
elected mayor of Yonkers, New York, and then served four terms in the 
U.S. Congress. A devoted family man, he founded the Julia Dyckman 
Andrus Memorial in 1923, an orphanage that was a tribute to his 
beloved wife, an orphan herself, at the site of her adoptive family’s farm 
in Westchester County New York. The orphanage was later joined in 
1953 by an adjacent retirement home, the John E. Andrus Memorial. 
This completed Andrus’ expressed wish that his legacy provide com-
munities with “opportunity for youth and rest for old age.”

Family stewardship of the Foundation has been informed by Mr. 
Andrus’ values: thrift, practicality, modesty, loyalty, excellence, and 
an appreciation for direct service to those in need. In 1989, the third 
and fourth generations of the Andrus family established Surdna Foun-
dation programs in environment and community revitalization and 
decided to enlarge the professional staff to broaden the Foundation’s 
effectiveness, and in 1994, programs in effective citizenry and the arts 
were added.

Today, the foundation seeks to foster sustainable communities in the 
United States—communities guided by principles of social justice and 
distinguished by healthy environments, strong local economies, and 
thriving cultures. 

ABOUT  THE SURDNA FOUNDATION
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WHAT WE FUND

Sustainable Environments 

Our environmental work is grounded in an understanding of the 
interplay between the environment, the economy, and social 

equity. The Surdna Foundation seeks to create just and sustainable 
communities where consumption and conservation are balanced and 
innovative solutions to environmental problems improve people’s lives. 
We work from a sustainable development perspective to demonstrate 
that a healthy environment is the backbone of a healthy economy and a 
democratic society. We fund three key related priority areas — Climate 
Change, Green Economy, and Transportation and Smart Growth 
— that aim to transform how Americans work, consume, and move. 
Together these will help make the theory of a carbon free society into 
a practical and achievable reality for communities across the United 
States.

For	funding	guidelines,	visit	

www.surdna.org/sustainable-environments/guidelines.

Climate Change
Global climate change remains one of the greatest challenges we face, 
jeopardizing the livability of communities, the economic prosperity 
of our nation, and the ecological balance of our planet. The Surdna 
Foundation supports domestic efforts to inform the public and poli-
cymakers about why climate change occurs, how economic and equity 
issues are linked to its environmental impacts, and what solutions can 
be implemented now. Surdna favors building support for programs that 
will reduce greenhouse gas emissions and create economically competi-
tive, sustainable, and equitable communities.

Green Economy
For too long, we have been making small tweaks at the margins to 
show that environmental protection is not at odds with jobs or eco-
nomic development. The development of a green economy is increas-
ingly being recognized as central to long-term economic prosperity and 
the future of our planet. The Surdna Foundation is focused on demon-
strating that climate change measures will not harm the economy and 
that jobs and businesses can be created which will revitalize communi-
ties and our manufacturing sector and create pathways out of poverty 
for low-income communities. We support local and regional models 
across the U.S. and play a bridge-building role between those
places of innovation and national policymakers. 

Transportation and Smart Growth
Transportation and land use investments are key drivers of develop-
ment. For two decades, the Foundation has been dedicated to smart 
growth, supporting paradigm-shifting transportation policy and land 
use reforms at the local, state, and federal level. Those gains, however, 
have only been partly realized in practice. Today, the window of oppor-
tunity for catalyzing deeper reform in transportation policy and scaling 
up innovative models has never been wider. We support policy and
planning that fosters sustainable and equitable development while also 
addressing climate change and discouraging investments that would 
“lock in” decades of future emissions and require a much heavier lift 
than is feasible from other reduction strategies. 

Midtown	Greenway	Coalition	|	Minneapolis,	MN
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Strong Local Economies Program

The Surdna Foundation helps America’s communities invest in 
their people and their places, acknowledging both as invaluable 

assets that are critical to long-term economic prosperity. We provide 
early support for communities that seek to increase access to opportu-
nity for all residents to build their wealth in a sustainable manner.

We fund work in two key related areas:
 
Connecting People to Opportunities: building communities 
that connect residents to economic opportunity.
The Strong Local Economies Program aims to help create commu-
nities of opportunity that offer good jobs within reach for low- and 
moderate-income residents and provide sustainable development solu-
tions that enable people to easily travel between their homes and jobs, 
schools, and day-to-day services. Communities of opportunity include 
thriving businesses that offer good jobs within reach of diverse resi-
dents. They also incorporate sustainable and affordable transportation 
and development solutions enabling all residents to easily travel from 
their homes to jobs, education, and amenities.
 
Creating Economic Opportunities: supporting and creating 
robust economies and good jobs for all residents.
The Surdna Foundation’s Strong Local Economies program aims to 
create strong and sustainable local economies that include a diversity 
of vibrant businesses and sectors, improving residents’ livelihood and 
access to quality jobs and training within a region.

Center for Labor and Community Research | Chicago, IL
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Thriving Cultures

Culture helps people connect over time, inviting them to build 
and sustain the vibrant communities they call home. Thriving 

cultures honor and celebrate the artistic impulse as part of community 
behavior and as a way to strengthen community identity and cohesion.  
The Surdna Foundation believes that cultural organizations, programs 
and projects often provide the opportunity for exploration of values 
and can act as catalysts for the building of just, sustainable communi-
ties. At their best, they contribute to fair access to social goods such as 
rights, opportunities and dignity.

For	funding	guidelines,	visit:

www.surdna.org/thriving-economies/guidelines.

We fund work in three related thematic areas.

Teens’ Artistic Advancement
Surdna is dedicated to providing opportunities for the artistic advance-
ment of teens.  We aim to stimulate fresh thinking and new approaches 
to address the isolation and lack of opportunities for artistic advance-
ment for young people from disadvantaged communities.  Long-term, 
we expect teens from many cultures to contribute to the artistic fabric 
of the United States and to contribute to the evolution of new art 
forms.

Artists Engaging in Social Change
Artists, arts and other cultural organizations play a critical role in 
fostering just and sustainable communities: they raise awareness and 
deepen our understanding of seemingly intractable social problems; 
they help those whose stories are not often heard to gain a public voice; 
and they help to develop innovative solutions and inspire community 
members to action.  Surdna aims to strengthen the capacity of artists 
and cultural organizations to effectively engage in social change and to 
support and heighten awareness of the diverse roles artists can play in 
social change efforts.

Community Driven Design
As part of fostering just and sustainable communities, Surdna recog-
nizes the critical role of community-driven design as a catalyst for posi-
tive change.  Disadvantaged cultural groups often have little say, and 
fewer resources, towards the creation of public spaces that recognize 
their values, preferences and needs. Surdna will assist community and 
cultural leaders, architects, designers, engineers and others to increase 
their collaborative capacity to design places that honor the inhabitants 
and signal increased optimism about the community’s future.

The Thriving Cultures Program also offers fellowships to arts teachers 
in arts-focused public high schools through our Surdna Arts Teachers 
Fellowship Program (SATF).

Stanford	Jazz	Workshop	|	Stanford,	CA
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Foundation Initiatives

In 2009, as part of Surdna’s mission and program revision, Founda-
tion Initiatives (FI) was created to ensure flexibility and ongoing 

cross-programmatic thinking at the foundation. FI does this through 
research and development (R&D) that supports the exploration of in-
novation, new strategies, and emerging trends identified by foundation 
staff; and through time-limited grantmaking initiatives based on the 
outcomes of our R&D. Results of our ongoing R&D and the estab-
lishment of specific grantmaking initiatives will be announced on our 
website and through our monthly newsletter.

New Orleans Fund
In 2008, three years after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and the subse-
quent levee breaches that caused widespread disaster throughout New 
Orleans, the Surdna Foundation launched the New Orleans Fund to 
advance the city’s long-term re-building and resiliency efforts. Build-
ing off of previous and ongoing support of the region in our core pro-
grams, this $5 million, 5 year grantmaking initiative supports civic 
engagement in multiple issue areas, including economic development, 
education, arts and culture, coastal restoration, and worker’s rights. 
The fund prioritizes groups that are local or are working in direct col-
laboration with locally-led groups, and gives preference to projects 
that engage communities that have traditionally had the least access 
to power and decision making spaces in the city. Since its inception 
the Fund has given over $2 million to 18 organizations working to 
strengthen New Orleans’ civic fabric.

The New Orleans Fund considers grant requests on a rolling basis. For 
further information on the work of the New Orleans Fund, please visit: 
www.surdna.org/what-we-fund/foundation-initiatives.html

Capacity and Infrastructure Fund
Surdna has a long history of supporting the capacity and infrastructure 
of the nonprofit sector, and Foundation Initiatives manages our contin-
ued our work in this area. Led by Surdna’s core values and mission, the 
Capacity and Infrastructure Fund focuses on: 

1. Building the nonprofit sector – through strategic research, next 
generation leadership development, and the creation of more effective 
communications and infrastructure. 

2. Transforming philanthropy – by promoting greater effectiveness, ac-
countability, transparency, and practices grounded in social justice and 
equity. The Capacity and Infrastructure Fund considers requests year-
round and distributes grants once a year in May, though exceptions 
will be considered for especially compelling or timely requests.

Coalition	to	Restore	Coastal	Louisiana	|	Baton	Rouge,	LA
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FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

Grants Approved  

Sustainable Environments Grants  $8,635,500

Strong Local Economies Grants $10,115,500

Effective Citizenry Grants  $4,630,288

Thriving Cultures Grants $3,849,450

Nonprofit Sector Grants  $3,130,000

Andrus Family Fund Grants  $1,634,850

Miscellaneous and Other Grants  $813,175

Total Grants Authorized - July 2009 to June 2010 $32,808,763

Support for the Julia Dyckman Andrus 
Memorial, Yonkers, New York $896,797 

Returned Funds  -352,067

Total Grants  $33,353,493 

Memberships  97,098

Grand Total $33,450,591

from July 2009 to June 2010

Expenses

Operating and Administrative Expenses $6,282,516 
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 U.S. Equity $68,923,351 

 International/Global Markets $149,658,211

 Fixed Income $71,931,390

 Inflation Hedge $118,980,572

 Absolute Return and Hedge Funds $205,465,974

 Private Equity/Venture Capital $120,700,534

Endowment Market Value

at June 30, 2010 $735,660,032

Endowment Assets

9.4%

20.3%

9.8%

16.2%

27.9%

16.4%
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SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENTS
APPROVED GRANTS

1Sky Education Fund
Takoma Park, MD ....................................................................... $100,000
To continue to build a grassroots movement in support of federal 
climate and energy policy, by motivating and mobilizing a diverse  
coalition of environmental and non-environmental constituencies.  
Category: Climate Change

Apollo Alliance
San Francisco, CA ........................................................$450,000 (2 years)
To continue to build support for the transition to a green economy 
through investment in a clean and efficient domestic energy and  
transportation manufacturing sector; and to prove the success of 
ARRA clean energy investments. Category: Transportation 
and Smart Growth 

Baltimore Community Foundation
Baltimore, MD .............................................................................. $40,000
To expand the Baltimore Neighborhood Energy Challenge to twelve 
additional neighborhoods and broaden its partners to include schools, 
youth-serving groups, faith-based communities, and health organiza-
tions.	Additional	funding	for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Strong	Local	

Economies	Program. Category: Climate Change

Bipartisan Policy Center
Washington, DC .......................................................................... $150,000
Continued support for a bipartisan commission of experts to aid in  
development and proposal of long-term visionary changes in the 
federal role in surface transportation policy that will improve econom-
ic growth, national connectivity, energy security, environmental  
protection, and safety. Category: Transportation and Smart Growth

Brookings Institution
Washington, DC ............................................................$750,000 (3 years)
Multi-year support for research, policy and outreach activities for the 
Blueprint for American Prosperity and Metropolitan Infrastructure 
initiatives. Additional	funding	for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Strong	Local	

Economies	Program.	Category: Transportation and Smart Growth

Cape Cod Commercial Hook Fishermen’s Association
North Chatham, MA ..................................................................... $75,000
For the creation of Sustainable Fisheries Trusts in Alaska and Cape 
Cod that will finance community-based fishermen, employing conser-
vation practices vital to ocean health and whose access to fisheries is 
critical to local economic and social vitality. Category: Oceans 
(under	previous	guidelines)

Cape Cod Commercial Hook Fishermen’s Association
North Chatham, MA ................................................................... $150,000
To grow the Cape Cod Fisheries Trust into a nationally significant 
model for preserving marine ecosystems and ensuring the environmen-
tal, economic, and cultural sustainability of the communities on which 
they depend. Category: Oceans (under	previous	guidelines)

Center for Working Families
New York, NY ................................................................$200,000 (2 years)
To support CWF’s Green Jobs/Green NY project, which will ensure 
strong implementation of New York’s innovative program to achieve 
mass-scale energy efficiency improvements — or retrofits — of one 
million housing units over five years. Category: Green Economy

Total: $8,635,500
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Ceres
Boston, MA ................................................................................. $150,000
Continued support to harness the power of Ceres’ company base  
and $7 trillion investor network to deliver credible economic  
messages on climate and energy policy, and to catalyze companies  
and policymakers to take bold action advancing energy efficiency.  
Category: Climate Change

Civic Consulting Alliance
Chicago, IL ....................................................................$175,000 (2 years)
To implement the transportation strategy of the Chicago Climate 
Action Plan, advance regional transit coordination, and create  
a national model for implementing transit-based climate strategies. 
Category: Climate Change

Climate Solutions
Seattle, WA ..............................................................$340,000 (18 months)
Continued support for two statewide coalitions in Washington and 
Oregon that will establish cutting-edge transportation policies as  
critical solutions to climate change, creating models for implementa-
tion across the country and engaging in national climate and transpor-
tation debate. Category: Transportation and Smart Growth

Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana
Baton Rouge, LA ......................................................................... $200,000
To continue to increase and strengthen collaboration between local 
and national efforts to advance innovative policies and mechanisms  
for comprehensive coastal restoration and community protection 
efforts in coastal Louisiana.

Community Labor United
Boston, MA ...................................................................$100,000 (2 years)
To support Community Labor United and Alternatives for Communi-
ty and Environment’s statewide Green Justice Campaign, designed  
to ensure the implementation of policies that help working class  
communities take full advantage of and benefit from the emerging 
green economy, specifically around energy efficiency work. Additional	

funding	for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Strong	Local	Economies	Program.	
Category: Green Economy

East Bay Community Foundation
Oakland, CA ..................................................................$100,000 (2 years)
Continued support for the Great Communities Collaborative, a part-
nership among the East Bay Community Foundation, the San Francis-
co Foundation, and the Silicon Valley Foundation to catalyze equitable, 
sustainable transit-oriented development in the nine-county Bay Area 
and to advocate for supportive transportation and land-use policies to 
enhance climate change policy.	Additional	funding	for	this	grant	comes	from	

Surdna’s	Strong	Local	Economies	Program. Category: Transportation 
and Smart Growth
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Coalition	to	Restore	Coastal	Louisiana	|	Baton	Rouge,	LA
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ecoAmerica
Washington, DC .......................................................$190,000 (18 months)
To support to ecoAmerica and the Sustainable Economy Resource 
Center for a program designed to accelerate green workforce develop-
ment education at community colleges, to support the new economy 
and ensure that it is accessible to all. Category: Green Economy

Ecotrust
Portland. OR ................................................................................. $75,000
For the creation of Sustainable Fisheries Trusts in Alaska and Cape 
Cod that will finance community-based fishermen, employing conser-
vation practices vital to ocean health and whose access to fisheries is 
critical to local economic and social vitality. Category: Oceans 
(under	previous	guidelines)

Ecotrust
Portland, OR ............................................................................... $150,000
To establish the Alaska Sustainable Fisheries Trust as a durable model 
leveraged to catalyze creation of a national network of community 
based fishing entities working to achieve healthy fisheries and fishing 
economies. Category: Oceans (under	previous	guidelines)

 

Emerald Cities Partnership
Cambridge, MA ........................................................................... $400,000
To support a new national collaborative of business, labor, community, 
environmental, social justice, technical assistance and research orga-
nizations in providing comprehensive assistance to cities in order to 
realize the deepest available 1) cost-effective energy savings and clean 
energy generation and 2) job creation benefits from retrofitting the 
greatest possible share of their building stock. Additional	funding	for	

this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Strong	Local	Economies	Program.		

Category: Green Economy

Energy Action Coalition
Washington, DC ............................................................................ $75,000
To continue to build a diverse, youth-led movement, both on campus-
es and in communities, for a clean and just energy future. Additional	

funding	for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Effective	Citizenry	Program.		

Category: Climate Change

Environment America Research and Policy Center
Boston, MA ..............................................................$300,000 (18 months)
To shift national and state priorities to implement cleaner transporta-
tion policies by linking transportation and land use to the continuing 
debate over energy and climate policy. Category: Transportation 
and Smart Growth

Environmental Defense Fund
New York, NY .............................................................................. $100,000
To continue to support federal transportation policy work that  
promotes market-based solutions and innovation to reduce transport 
greenhouse gas emissions and foster green transport.  
Category: Transportation and Smart Growth
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Our environmental work is 
grounded in an understanding 
of the interplay between  
the ENVIRONMENT, THE 
ECONOMY, AND SOCIAL 
EQUITY. 
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Environmental Law and Policy Center of the Midwest
Chicago, IL ....................................................................$200,000 (2 years)
To support regional and national efforts to develop high-speed rail,  
introduce rural transportation alternatives, and reform state transpor-
tation agendas. Category: Transportation and Smart Growth

Foundation for National Progress/Mother Jones
San Francisco, CA ........................................................................ $75,000
To support “Assignment 2020: Reporting as if the Future Depended 
on It”, a collaborative journalism project focusing on a very current 
and urgent issue: how we will adapt to a world re-shaped by climate 
change, and how we can speed the shift to a post-carbon world.  
Additional	funding	for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Nonprofit	Sector		

Program.	Category: Climate Change

Funders’ Network for Smart  
Growth and Livable Communities
Coral Gables, FL ...........................................................$200,000 (2 years)
To engage funders in opportunities to create more sustainable and 
prosperous regions and communities, including restoring prosperity  
in older industrial cities; reforming transportation policy and practice; 
and promoting green building strategies. Additional	funding	for	this	

grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Strong	Local	Economies	Program.	Category: 
Transportation and Smart Growth

Garrison Institute
Garrison, NY .................................................................$150,000 (2 years)
To support the Climate, Mind and Behavior project, which connects 
the climate change world and the behavioral sciences to find effective 
ways to change behavior and reduce greenhouse gases.  
Category: Climate Change

Green For All
Oakland, CA ..................................................................$500,000 (2 years)
General support for Green For All to focus on advocating for a green 
economy, strengthening local infrastructure, and building a movement 
to promote green jobs and the environment in select urban centers 
throughout the United States. Category: Green Economy

Gulf Coast Fund for Community   
Renewal and Ecological Health
New York, NY .............................................................................. $150,000
To continue to support grassroots organizations in the Gulf Coast 
through a collaborative, community-led grantmaking process; and,  
to support capacity-building, network-strengthening and awareness-
raising programs.
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Partnership for Working Families | Denver, CO
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ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability
Boston, MA ................................................................................. $250,000
Continued support for ICLEI to advance climate protection and 
sustainability in cities across the country, including support for the 
development of a more robust suite of networking services and tools, 
including the STAR Community index, a new rating system for city 
sustainability efforts. Category: Climate Change

Justice Alliance Education Fund - IAF Northwest
Tukwila, WA ................................................................................. $100,000
Continued Support to ensure the successful implementation of the  
SustainableWorks’ energy efficiency program in targeted communities 
in Washington and replication of the model outside of Washington 
State. Category: Green Economy

League of Conservation Voters Education Fund
Washington, DC .......................................................$225,000 (18 months)
Continued support for a multi-state transportation policy project, a 
coordinated effort among state and national League partners to shape 
transportation and climate policy priorities and to build a grassroots 
effort to push for new state and federal transportation legislation.
Category: Transportation and Smart Growth

Marine Conservation Biology Institute
Bellevue, WA ............................................................................... $115,000
To fund a scientific thought leader and catalyst to advance innovative 
policies and management strategies that will protect marine biodiver-
sity and sustain ocean resources. Category: Oceans 
(under	previous	guidelines)

Marine Fish Conservation Network
Washington, DC ............................................................................ $75,000
To defend the conservation provisions of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management Act and promote the recom-
mendations of the Pew Oceans Commission and US Commission  
on Ocean Policy. Category: Oceans (under	previous	guidelines)

National Governors Association Center for Best Practices
Washington, DC .......................................................................... $100,000
To assist states in developing a new approach to transportation  
planning that encourages more sustainable practices and improved  
performance of transportation networks. Category: Transportation 
and Smart Growth

New York Community Trust
New York, NY .............................................................................. $200,000 
To continue supporting the One Region Funders’ Group, a funder 
collaborative supporting strategic grantmaking and joint learning to 
advance transportation reform issues and TCD in the Tri-State region 
of Connecticut, New York, and New Jersey and at the federal level. 
Additional	funding	for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Strong	Local	Economies	

Program.	Category: Transportation and Smart Growth
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The Surdna Foundation seeks 
to create just and sustainable 
communities where consump-
tion and conservation are bal-
anced and innovative solutions 
to environmental problems 
IMPROVE PEOPLE’S LIVES.
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Partnership for Working Families
Denver, CO ....................................................................$175,000 (3 years)
Support PWF and its national network to connect innovative local 
advocacy and organizing strategies to national policy, emphasizing 
the creation of quality jobs and career pathways in the growing green 
economy, like construction and transportation.	Additional	funding	for	

this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Strong	Local	Economies	Program.	Category: 
Green Economy

Reconnecting America
Oakland, CA ..................................................................$225,000 (2 years)
For general support to enable Reconnecting America to implement 
strategies that will amplify its efforts to foster equitable and sustainable 
transit-oriented development throughout the country. Additional	funding	

for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Strong	Local	Economies	Program.

Category: Transportation and Smart Growth

Regeneration Project
San Francisco, CA ...................................................................... $100,000
Continued general operating support for the organization and its  
29 affiliate Interfaith Power and Light state programs to mobilize a  
national interfaith response to global warming and voice the commu-
nity’s collective policy recommendations. Category: Climate Change

Smart Growth America
Washington, DC .......................................................................... $100,000 
To coordinate a multi-state smart growth campaign for the adoption 
of transit funding and transit-oriented development policy. Additional	

funding	for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Strong	Local	Economies	Program

Category: Transportation and Smart Growth

Smart Growth Leadership Institute
Washington, DC ............................................................................ $75,000
To support the goals of the federally established Sustainable  
Communities Partnership by creating a dialogue between federal,  
state, regional and local officials and by working with states and  
communities to create models for the Partnership to showcase.  
Category: Transportation and Smart Growth

Southwest Network for  
Environmental and Economic Justice
Albuquerque, NM ......................................................................... $25,000
To support planning and execution of The People’s Plan: A Southwest/
Bi-National Summit on Climate Justice and Environmental Justice. 
Additional	funding	for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Effective		

Citizenry	Program.
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Reconnecting	America	|	Oakland,	CA
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Sustainable Northwest
Portland, OR ............................................................................... $100,000
To continue to engage and build support for policies and projects that 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, create green jobs and develop a new 
approach to transportation infrastructure to turn vulnerable, economi-
cally disadvantaged rural communities into sustainable communities.
Category: Climate Change

TransForm
Oakland, CA ................................................................................ $125,000
Continued support to ensure successful implementation of regional 
and statewide strategies in California to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions, with a focus on climate, smart growth and sustainable transpor-
tation policies, transit funding and Sustainable Communities Strategy 
plans. Category: Transportation and Smart Growth

Transportation Equity Network
Chicago, IL ...............................................................$375,000 (18 months)
To support a national grassroots campaign by transportation equity ad-
vocates seeking to improve equity and access to opportunities through 
policy reforms at the national level. Category: Transportation 
and Smart Growth
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Urban Agenda
New York, NY ................................................................$120,000 (2 years)
To implement the NYC Green Collar Jobs Roundtable Campaign’s rec-
ommendations to grow an inclusive green economy and diversify the 
approach to job creation and workforce development.	Additional	funding	

for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Strong	Local	Economies	Program.

Category: Green Economy

Urban Habitat
Oakland, CA .............................................................$300,000 (18 months)
To advance transportation justice in the Bay Area and to build a coor-
dinated California equity strategy that addresses challenges and oppor-
tunities at the federal and state level. Category: Transportation 
and Smart Growth

Westside Industrial Retention and Expansion Network
Cleveland, OH ............................................................................. $100,000
To strengthen U.S. manufacturing and communities, connect firms 
to workforce development services and growing markets, help urban 
residents gain access to good careers, and develop wind manufactur-
ing policies.	Additional	funding	for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Strong	Local	

Economies	Program. Category: Green Economy 



STRONG LOCAL ECONOMIES
APPROVED GRANTS

Abyssinian Development Corporation
New York, NY .............................................................................. $100,000
For general operating support around ADC’s Displacement Prevention 
strategic priority and complementary affordable housing real estate ac-
tivities. Category: Community Revitalization-Strong Market Cities 
(under	previous	guidelines)

Aspen Institute
Washington, DC .......................................................................... $100,000
To support the Aspen Institute Economic Opportunities Program’s 
continuing development of the Aspen Scale Institute and its efforts 
to build a market for scale. Category: Community Revitalization-
Strengthening the Field (under	previous	guidelines)

Associated Black Charities
Baltimore, MD ............................................................................ $100,000
To support “More in the Middle”, a multi-stakeholder campaign to 
strengthen workforce development, post-secondary education, and 
business development strategies among African Americas in the  
Baltimore region. Category: Creating Economic Opportunity

Association of Baltimore Area Grantmakers/ 
Baltimore Neighborhood Collaborative
Baltimore, MD ............................................................................ $200,000
To support the Baltimore Neighborhood Collaborative’s Transit-
Centered Community Development Initiative focused on ensuring 
equitable development at targeted sites along Baltimore’s existing and 
planned transit corridors. Category: Community Revitalization-
Weak Market Cities (under	previous	guidelines)

Baltimore Community Foundation
Baltimore, MD .............................................................................. $60,000
To support the Central Maryland Transportation Alliance in its role 
as convener, monitor, facilitator, and lead advocate for the coordinated, 
multi-stakeholder strategy to advance transit-oriented development  
in Baltimore and the Central Maryland region. Additional	funding	

for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Sustainable	Environments	Program. 
Category: Community Revitalization\Weak Market Cities 
(under	previous	guidelines)

Baltimore Community Foundation
Baltimore, MD ............................................................................ $100,000
To support the CMTA in its role as convener, monitor, facilitator,  
and lead advocate for the coordinated, multi-stakeholder strategy  
to advance transit-oriented development in Baltimore and the  
Central Maryland region. Category: Connecting People 
to Economic Opportunity

Brookings Institution
Washington, DC ............................................................$800,000 (3 years)
Support for research, policy and outreach activities for the Blueprint 
for American Prosperity and Metropolitan Infrastructure initiatives. 
Additional	funding	for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Sustainable	Environments	

Program.	Category: Creating Economic Opportunity

Center for Community Progress
Flint, MI .........................................................................$300,000 (3 years)
To support the development of vacant and abandoned properties  
policy and provide technical assistance to communities regarding  
the reuse of such properties. Category: Connecting People to 
Economic Opportunity

Total: $10,115,500
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Center for Independent Documentary
Sharon, MA ................................................................................. $100,000
To expand The New Metropolis film series community engagement 
campaign activities to six new regions of the country. Category:  
Connecting People to Economic Opportunity

Chicago Workforce Investment Council
Chicago, IL ....................................................................$300,000 (3 years)
To support Chicago Workforce Investment Council’s efforts to  
implement system-reform initiatives, sector-based workforce solutions, 
and resident workforce development strategies, improving outcomes  
for low-income residents in Chicago. Category: Creating 
Economic Opportunity

Citizens Planning and Housing Association
Baltimore, MD ............................................................................ $100,000
To support CPHA’s work to ensure community engagement in transit 
advocacy and transit-oriented development planning and implemen-
tation. Category: Community Revitalization-Weak Market Cities 
(under	previous	guidelines)

Community Design Center of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, PA ............................................................................... $75,000
To advance collaborative planning and investments with CD Collab-
orative members, foster new partnerships within CD Collaborative 
corridors to facilitate local market change, and seek to enhance the 
system of neighborhood planning in the City. Category: Community 
Revitalization-Weak Market Cities	(under	previous	guidelines)

Community Labor United
Boston, MA ...................................................................$100,000 (2 years)
To support CLU and ACE’s statewide Green Justice Campaign,  
designed to ensure the implementation of policies that help working 
class communities take full advantage of and benefit from the  
emerging green economy, specifically around energy efficiency work.  
Additional	funding	for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Sustainable		

Environments	Program. Category: Community Revitalization-
Strong Market Cities (under	previous	guidelines)

Community Law Center
Baltimore, MD .............................................................................. $50,000
To represent the interests and well-being of impacted neighborhoods  
as the Baltimore Red Line is built, through the development of  
Community Benefits Agreements (CBAs), strong local policies,  
and construction contracts. Category: Community Revitalization-
Weak Market Cities (under	previous	guidelines)
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Surdna	supports	physical	development	and	land	use	strategies	that	link		
affordable	housing	and	transportation	to	quality	job	opportunities.



Corporation for Enterprise Development
Washington, DC ............................................................$200,000 (2 years)
To support the development and dissemination of research and  
advocacy products and technical assistance activities that enhance  
the capacity of local leaders to help residents build and protect  
assets and strengthen financial security. Category: Creating 
Economic Opportunity

East Bay Community Foundation
Oakland, CA ..................................................................$300,000 (2 years)
Continued support for the Great Communities Collaborative,  
a partnership among the East Bay Community Foundation, the  
San Francisco Foundation, and the Silicon Valley Foundation to  
catalyze equitable, sustainable transit-oriented development in the 
nine-county Bay Area and to advocate for supportive transportation 
and land-use policies to enhance climate change policy. Additional	

funding	for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Sustainable	Environments	Program. 
Category: Connecting People to Economic Opportunity

Emerald Cities Partnership
Cambridge, MA ........................................................................... $100,000
To support a new national collaborative of business, labor, community, 
environmental, social justice, technical assistance (TA) and research 
organizations in providing comprehensive assistance to cities in order 
to realize the deepest available 1) cost-effective energy savings and 
clean energy generation and 2) job creation benefits from retrofitting 
the greatest possible share of their building stock. Additional	funding	for	

this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Sustainable	Environments	Program.

Category: Creating Economic Opportunity

Enterprise Cleveland Group 
(formerly Shorebank Enterprise Group)
Cleveland, OH ...............................................................$300,000 (3 years)
To support the Evergreen Cooperative Initiative’s planning and work-
force development for Ohio Cooperative Solar & Green City Growers, 
structuring Evergreen Business Services, and structuring the Evergreen 
Development Fund as an effective vehicle for scaled impact.
Category: Creating Economic Opportunity

Enterprise Community Partners-Denver
Denver, CO .................................................................................... $50,000
To support Enterprise Denver’s continuing activity related  
to the creation of affordable, transit-oriented development.  
Category: Community Revitalization-Strong Market Cities 
(under	previous	guidelines)

Fairmount/Indigo Line CDC Collaborative
Dorchester, MA ........................................................................... $200,000
To support the smart growth, transit equity campaign along the  
Fairmount line while responding to changing housing market and 
credit conditions and taking advantage of new Federal stimulus 
funding opportunities. Category: Community Revitalization-
Strong Market Cities (under	previous	guidelines)
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The Surdna Foundation  
provides grant support for 
efforts at the national, state, 
metropolitan, and local levels 
to REALIZE MORE JUST 
AND SUSTAINABLE  
communities throughout  
the United States. 



George Washington University - Institute of Public Policy
Washington, DC .......................................................................... $125,000
To significantly advance the practice of regional economic development 
by deepening understanding of the interrelated systems driving  
regional prosperity, identifying knowledge gaps and creating an 
applied research agenda to bring theory to ground. Category:  
Creating Economic Opportunity

German Marshall Fund of the United States
Washington, DC ............................................................$300,000 (3 years)
For an initiative designed to build a sustained network of leading  
local and regional policymakers and practitioners in five critical  
cities in transition: Detroit and Flint, Michigan; Cleveland and 
Youngstown, Ohio; and Pittsburgh. Category: Connecting 
People to Economic Opportunity

Global Green USA
Santa Monica, CA ....................................................................... $100,000
To expand the Build it Back Green program in New Orleans to make 
it stronger and more sustainable through community outreach, green 
technical assistance, nonprofit rebuild /contractor weatherization train-
ing, Home Energy Rating advocacy, and a Green Collaborative.
Category: Community Revitalization-Weak Market Cities 
(under	previous	guidelines)

Good Jobs First
Washington, DC ............................................................$200,000 (2 years)
To support our Smart Growth for Working Families project that will 
provide assistance to constituency-based groups and public officials in 
making economic development greener, more accountable and more 
inclusive. Category: Connecting People to Economic Opportunity

Fund for Our Economic Future
Cleveland, OH ...............................................................$500,000 (3 years)
To establish NEO@Work which connects innovators preparing  
dislocated and lower-skilled workers for the region’s emerging  
opportunities using a network for sharing practices, an innovation 
fund and policy reform at the state and local levels. Category:  
Creating Economic Opportunity

Funders’ Network for Smart Growth  
and Livable Communities
Coral Gables, FL ...........................................................$215,000 (2 years)
To engage funders in opportunities for creating more sustainable and 
prosperous regions and communities, including restoring prosperity in 
older industrial cities; reforming transportation policy and practice; 
and promoting green building strategies. Additional	funding	for	this	grant	

comes	from	Surdna’s	Sustainable	Environments	Program. Category: 
Connecting People to Economic Opportunity

22
  

 |
  

 S
tr

on
g 

L
oc

al
 E

co
n

om
ie

s 
G

ra
n

ts

JumpStart	Inc.	|	Cleveland,	OH



JumpStart Inc.
Cleveland, OH ...............................................................$500,000 (2 years)
To enable JumpStart Inclusion Advisors to accelerate its programmatic 
efforts targeting minority, women and inner-city based businesses and 
entrepreneurs. Category: Creating Economic Opportunity

Living Cities
New York, NY .............................................................................. $130,000
To support a Boot Camp that helps regions implement integrative 
regional planning, building on new Federal investment through the 
Office of Sustainable Communities. Category: Connecting People 
to Economic Opportunity

Local Initiatives Support Corporation
New York, NY ................................................................$450,000 (3 years)
To advance a national Transit Oriented Development agenda in five 
cities by utilizing national LISC and other resources to build capacity 
of local communities and create an environment that promotes equity.
Category: Connecting People to Economic Opportunity

Metropolitan Development Association  
of Syracuse and Central New York
Syracuse, NY .................................................................$300,000 (3 years)
To enhance critical elements of the MDA’s regional economic strategy 
and address organizational capacity and program integration issues 
related to merger with Greater Syracuse Chamber of Commerce.
Category: Creating Economic Opportunity

Midtown Greenway Coalition
Minneapolis, MN .......................................................................... $50,000
Support for outreach and advocacy efforts to involve a diverse commu-
nity in guiding the form and character of the Midtown Greenway trail 
and adjacent public spaces and developments, enabling better integra-
tion with this ribbon of green space. Category: Community 
Revitalization-Strong Market Cities (under	previous	guidelines)

Green Building Alliance
Pittsburgh, PA ............................................................................... $75,000
To continue to work with the City of Pittsburgh, and include Allegh-
eny County, in the implementation of the Pittsburgh Climate Initiative 
and its Climate Action Plan. Category: Community Revitalization-
Weak Market Cities (under	previous	guidelines)

Housing Preservation Project
St. Paul, MN ................................................................................ $120,000
To advocate for effective local and regional policies to ensure affordable 
housing opportunities for lower income households along the newly 
emerging Twin Cities network of transit corridors. Category:  
Community Revitalization-Strong Market Cities  
(under	previous	guidelines)

Initiative for a Competitive Inner City
Boston, MA ...................................................................$300,000 (2 years)
To evaluate the potential of locally traded clusters to stimulate inner 
city economies, provide tools for practitioners to identify local cluster 
opportunities, and identify private sector practices and public policies 
to support cluster growth. Category: Community Revitalization-
Strengthening the Field (under	previous	guidelines)
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We invest in the EXCHANGE 
OF IDEAS across networks of 
people, institutions, and places 
with the intent of seeding inno-
vative projects, programs, and 
policies and bringing them to 
scale across the country.



NCB Capital Impact
Arlington, VA ................................................................................. $80,000
To provide ongoing technical assistance to four organizations  
and to conduct the first comprehensive study on the economic  
and asset building outcomes for owners of shared equity homes.
Category: Community Revitalization-Strong Market Cities 
(under	previous	guidelines)

Neighborhood Partnership Network
New Orleans, LA ......................................................................... $100,000
To ensure New Orleans’ neighborhoods effectively prepare for and 
engage in the city’s new Citizen Participation Program, designed as 
the vehicle for civic engagement and transparent local government 
decision-making.

Neighborhood Progress
Cleveland, OH ............................................................................. $200,000
Support to advance sustainable development, sustainable land reuse, 
green job development, and policy work to stimulate reinvestment in 
older industrial cities. Category: Community Revitalization-Weak 
Market Cities (under	previous	guidelines)

The New York Community Trust
New York, NY .............................................................................. $100,000
To continue supporting the One Region Funders’ Group, a funder 
collaborative supporting strategic grantmaking and joint learning to 
advance transportation reform issues and TCD in the Tri-State region 
of Connecticut, New York, and New Jersey and at the Federal level. 
Additional	funding	for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Sustainable	Environ-

ments	Program. Category: Community Revitalization-Strong Market 
Cities (under	previous	guidelines)	

National Housing Trust
Washington, DC ............................................................$150,000 (2 years)
To advance Federal, state, and local policies that create equitable,  
sustainable communities and safeguard affordable, transit-accessible 
homes. Category: Connecting People to Economic Opportunity

National Skills Coalition
Washington, DC ............................................................$300,000 (3 years)
To enhance the organization’s capacity to reform Federal and state 
workforce development policies and promote their alignment with in-
dustry-targeted sectors and build “middle-skill” job pathways for low-
income working adults. Category: Creating Economic Opportunity
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National	Skills	Coalition	|	Washington,	DC



Pontchartrain Park Community Development Corporation
New Orleans, LA ........................................................................... $50,000
General operating support to the Pontchartrain Park CDC, which is 
revitalizing an historic, middle-class African American neighborhood 
based on market/asset analysis. Category: Community Revitaliza-
tion-Weak Market Cities (under	previous	guidelines)

Reconnecting America
Oakland, CA ..................................................................$425,000 (2 years)
For general support to enable Reconnecting America to implement 
strategies that will amplify its efforts to foster equitable and sustainable 
transit-oriented development throughout the country. Additional	funding	

for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Sustainable	Environments	Program.

Category: Connecting People to Economic Opportunity

Right to the City Alliance
Brooklyn, NY ................................................................................. $50,000
General support for a national alliance of community groups and  
resource allies, calling for more inclusive economic recovery programs 
at the regional and national levels that support low-income communi-
ties. Additional	funding	for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Effective	Citizenry	

Program.	Category: Community Revitalization-Strong 
Market Cities (under	previous	guidelines)

Smart Growth America
Washington, DC .......................................................................... $100,000
To coordinate a multi-state smart growth campaign for the adoption 
of transit funding and transit-oriented development policy. Additional	

funding	for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Sustainable	Environments	Program.

Category: Connecting People to Economic Opportunity

Nonprofit Housing Association of Northern California
San Francisco, CA ........................................................................ $50,000
To continue core work of assembling the elements needed to build  
affordable housing: funding, policy, and land, and building the  
capacity of its members. Category: Community Revitalization-
Strong Market Cities (under	previous	guidelines)

Nonprofit Knowledge Works
New Orleans, LA ......................................................................... $100,000
To empower New Orleanians with facts and thoughtful analysis  
to help them form a common understanding of New Orleans’  
progress and future and to communicate that to the nation on  
the fifth anniversary of Hurricane Katrina. Category: Creating 
Economic Opportunity

Partnership for Working Families
Denver, CO ....................................................................$275,000 (3 years)
To connect innovative local advocacy and organizing strategies to 
national policy, emphasizing the creation of quality jobs and career 
pathways in the growing green economy, like construction and trans-
portation. Additional	funding	for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Sustainable	

Environments	Program. Category: Creating Economic Opportunity

Pittsburgh Partnership for Neighborhood Development
Pittsburgh, PA ...............................................................$300,000 (2 years)
To create vibrant communities through comprehensive community  
development in multi-neighborhood target areas; to implement new 
collaborative efforts in four Champion Neighborhoods, resulting  
in greater integration and effectiveness of service delivery.
Category: Community Revitalization-Weak Market Cities 
(under	previous	guidelines)
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Urban Agenda
New York, NY ..................................................................$80,000 (2 years)
To implement the NYC Green Collar Jobs Roundtable Campaign’s rec-
ommendations to grow an inclusive green economy and diversify the 
approach to job creation and workforce development. Additional	funding	

for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Sustainable	Environments	Program.

Category: Creating Economic Opportunity

The Urban Institute
Washington, DC .......................................................................... $200,000
To support a rapid response research mechanism to address some of 
the nation’s most pressing housing and urban policy issues to educate 
and inform Federal strategies. Category: Community Revitalization-
Strengthening the Field (under	previous	guidelines)

Urban Strategies Council
Oakland, CA ..................................................................$150,000 (2 years)
To organize, train, and assist Bayview/Hunters Point residents to lead 
the implementation of a Core Community Benefits Agreement for the 
Shipyard/Candlestick redevelopment project. Category: Creating 
Economic Opportunity

Westside Industrial Retention and Expansion Network
Cleveland, OH ............................................................................. $100,000
To strengthen US manufacturing and communities, connect firms 
to workforce development services and growing markets, help urban 
residents gain access to good careers, and develop wind manufacturing 
policies. Additional	funding	for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Sustainable	

Environments	Program.	Category: Creating Economic Opportunity 

Sweet Home New Orleans
New Orleans, LA ........................................................................... $70,000
To ensure New Orleans’ musicians and cultural tradition bearers 
receive earned income from performances and benefit from profession-
al development, preserving New Orleans rich cultural heritage  
and contributing to the city’s cultural economy. Additional	funding	

for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Thriving	Cultures	Program.

Category: Creating Economic Opportunity

Transnational Institute for Grassroots Research and Action
Oakland, CA .................................................................................. $25,000
To develop TIGRA’s Transnational Reinvestment Systems—a suite of 
internet-based applications that engages remitters, organizations, and 
TIGRA-accredited companies in a system of generating and monitor-
ing reinvestments to transnational communities. Additional	funding	

for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Effective	Citizenry	Program.

Midtown	Greenway	Coalition	|	Minneapolis,	MN
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EFFECTIVE CITIZENRY
APPROVED GRANTS

Alliance for Education Justice
Oakland, CA ................................................................................ $125,000
To support a national alliance of youth organizing and intergeneration-
al groups, and to build their capacity to engage in federal educational 
policy advocacy. Category: Youth Organizing

Augsburg College - Center for Democracy and Citizenship
Minneapolis, MN .......................................................................... $83,288
To support youth leadership development and civic engagement 
throughout St. Paul, and to build St. Paul as a civic laboratory  
from which other communities can learn. Category: Youth 
Governance and Advocacy

Blocks Together
Chicago, IL .................................................................................... $50,000
To support youth in Chicago organizing to reform discipline policies 
in local schools and create restorative justice programs to challenge the 
criminalization of youth of color. Category: Youth Organizing

California Fund for Youth Organizing
Los Angeles, CA ............................................................................ $50,000
For intermediary support that empowers low-income youth and youth 
of color to change the politics and policies of California through orga-
nizing and other collective action. Category: Youth Organizing

Californians for Justice Education Fund
Oakland, CA ................................................................................ $100,000
To support efforts to strengthen and increase participation of students 
and their families in regional and statewide education policy advocacy.
Category: Youth Organizing

Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights of Los Angeles
Los Angeles, CA ............................................................................ $75,000
To support base building and youth leadership development efforts in 
order to educate and empower immigrant communities in Los Angeles 
and across California. Category: Youth Organizing

Coleman Advocates for Children and Youth
San Francisco, CA ...................................................................... $100,000
General support for Coleman Advocates’ grassroots organizing and 
policy campaigns led by Black and immigrant parents and youth in 
San Francisco. Category: Youth Organizing

Committee Against Anti-Asian Violence
Bronx, NY ...................................................................................... $75,000
To advance youth leadership and inter-generational organizing via 
community education on the 2010 Census and local campaigns ad-
dressing displacement to promote equitable development in China-
town. Category: Youth Organizing

Cypress Hills Local Development Corporation
Brooklyn, NY ................................................................................. $75,000
To support Future of Tomorrow, a youth organizing program working 
to improve conditions and student resources in New York City public 
high schools. Category: Youth Organizing

DARE Direct Action for Rights and Equality
Providence, RI ............................................................................... $75,000
To develop effective youth leadership to improve public education and 
decrease the criminalization of youth. Category: Youth Organizing

Total: $4,630,288
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DataCenter
Oakland, CA ..................................................................$180,000 (2 years)
For the Youth Strategy Project which trains young people in utilizing 
research to amplify their voices in local and national policy debates.
Category: Youth Organizing

Energy Action Coalition
Washington, DC ............................................................................ $75,000
To build a diverse, youth-led movement, both on campuses and in 
communities, for a clean and just energy future. Additional	funding	

for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Sustainable	Environments	Program.

Category: Youth Organizing

Families United for Racial and Economic Equality
Brooklyn, NY ................................................................................. $85,000
To support FUREE’s economic justice campaign utilizing leadership 
development, grassroots organizing and coalition-building to address 
barriers to employment for youth in Brooklyn and New York City.
Category: Youth Organizing

FIERCE
New York, NY .............................................................................. $100,000
To support FIERCE’s campaign for a 24-hour LGBTQ Youth Center 
on Pier 40 in the West Village and develop the capacity of members  
to build and lead campaign and base-building work. Category:  
Youth Organizing

Global Action Project
New York, NY ................................................................$130,000 (2 years)
To support Media in Action, Global Action Project’s national initiative 
supporting social justice organizations seeking powerful communica-
tion tools and greater youth engagement. Category: Youth Media

Institute for Participatory Action Research and Design
New York, NY ................................................................$150,000 (2 years)
To incubate youth participatory action research projects on social 
justice issues and disseminate findings using academic, public policy 
and artistic means. Category: Youth Organizing

Inter-Alliance Dialogue
Washington, DC .......................................................................... $100,000
To build out the infrastructure of the IAD and support its campaigns 
to ensure marginalized communities have the ability to shape the 
public policies that impact them. Category: Youth Organizing
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FIERCE	|	New	York,	NY



Juvenile Justice Project of Louisiana
New Orleans, LA ......................................................................... $150,000
To support the New Orleans Youth Organizing Collaborative which 
consists of established and nascent youth civic engagement projects 
that have blossomed in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. Category: 
Youth Organizing

KUNM-FM - University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, NM ......................................................................... $65,000 
Support for the Youth Radio Project which trains youth to approach 
journalism and broadcasting from a social justice, community-based 
philosophy, and showcases the work of youth organizers in New 
Mexico. Category: Youth Media

Louisiana Disaster Recovery Foundation
Baton Rouge, LA ......................................................................... $100,000
To support the Orleans Public Education Network, which is working 
to convene a comprehensive, citywide process for the people of New 
Orleans to develop a shared vision of excellence and equity for public 
education. Category: Youth Organizing

Make the Road New York
Brooklyn, NY ............................................................................... $100,000
To support the Youth Power Project’s organizing and leadership devel-
opment work in the boroughs of Brooklyn and Queens.
Category: Youth Organizing

Mikva Challenge Grant Foundation
Chicago, IL .................................................................................... $75,000
To support three Citywide Youth Councils and six Peace and  
Leadership Councils which serve as a vehicle for youth to shape key 
policy decisions affecting their schools and neighborhoods. Category: 
Youth Governance and Advocacy

New Orleans Workers’ Center for Racial Justice
New Orleans, LA ......................................................................... $150,000
To implement a yearlong strategic planning process to advance the 
Center’s mission to expand democracy for African American and  
immigrant workers in New Orleans.

New World Foundation
New York, NY ................................................................................ $85,000
Support for the Civic Opportunity Initiative Network, which offers 
leadership development, political education and college/career readi-
ness to youth participants. Category: Youth Organizing

Northwest Bronx Community & Clergy Coalition
Bronx, NY ...................................................................................... $85,000
To support Sistas and Brothas United, organizing youth for quality 
education, access to living wage jobs, and a clean and healthy environ-
ment. Category: Youth Organizing

Oakland Kids First
Oakland, CA .................................................................................. $80,000
To create a culture of peer support and full civic participation  
for high school students in the San Francisco Bay Area. Category: 
Youth Organizing

On The Move
Napa, CA ....................................................................................... $65,000
To strengthen the McPherson Neighborhood Initiative, mobilizing 
young people to open dialogue in response to divisions across  
Napa and to establish a Community Center and Cultural Plaza  
as the heart of a new “Democracy Zone.” Category: Youth 
Governance and Advocacy

Padres Unidos
Denver, CO .................................................................................. $100,000
To support the Freedom to Learn Campaign, which uses school  
and community organizing to dismantle educational barriers for  
low-income youth of color. Category: Youth Organizing
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People Organized to Win Employment Rights
San Francisco, CA ........................................................................ $75,000
To support the Youth in Power Program, which will increase the lead-
ership of young people ages 14 to 22 to lead efforts to improve envi-
ronmental health and increase opportunities for African American and 
Latino youth in San Francisco. Category: Youth Organizing

Praxis Project
Washington, DC .......................................................................... $125,000
To support youth planning and participation in the 2010 U.S. Social 
Forum. Category: Youth Organizing

Radio Rootz - People’s Production House
New York, NY ................................................................$130,000 (2 years)
To implement a strategic three-year plan for Radio Rootz that will 
broaden its policy impact and increase financial sustainability.
Category: Youth Media

Right to the City Alliance
Brooklyn, NY ............................................................................... $100,000
Support for a national alliance of community groups and resource 
allies calling for more inclusive economic recovery programs at the 
regional and national levels. Additional	funding	for	this	grant	comes	from	

Surdna’s	Strong	Local	Economies	Program. Category: Youth Organizing

School of Unity and Liberation
Oakland, CA ................................................................................ $100,000
To support organizer training and technical assistance programs  
designed for young people in marginalized communities and the  
organizations that serve them. Category: Youth Organizing

Southwest Network for Environmental  
and Economic Justice
Albuquerque, NM ......................................................................... $90,000
To support the Youth Leadership Development Campaign which 
provides fundraising, management and organizing skills training to 
develop and increase the numbers of effective young leaders for 60  
organizations in the Southwest. Category: Youth Organizing

Southwest Network for Environmental  
and Economic Justice
Albuquerque, NM ......................................................................... $25,000
To support the planning and implementation of the Southwest/Bi- 
National Summit on Climate Justice and Environmental Justice.  
Additional	funding	for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Sustainable	Environments	

Program. Category: Youth Organizing

SouthWest Organizing Project
Albuquerque, NM ....................................................................... $125,000
To support SWOP’s efforts to develop new leaders and build the  
social justice movement at the state, regional and national level.
Category: Youth Organizing
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Transnational Institute for Grassroots Research and Action
Oakland, CA .................................................................................. $25,000
To develop TIGRA’s Transnational Reinvestment Systems — a suite of 
internet-based applications that engages remitters, organizations, and 
TIGRA-accredited companies that will generate and monitor reinvest-
ments to transnational communities. Additional	funding	for	this	grant	

comes	from	Surdna’s	Sustainable	Environments	Program.

United States Student Association Foundation
Washington, DC .......................................................................... $100,000
To identify and train promising college students to become effective 
leaders and organizers, focusing on underrepresented communities; 
and to build strong statewide student networks as well as develop the 
USSA alumni-network. Category: Youth Organizing

United Students Against Sweatshops
Washington, DC ............................................................................ $60,000
To train, educate, and develop students who possess not only a critical 
analysis of the world in which they live, but the tools to bring people 
together to make positive change. Category: Youth Organizing

University of California Institute  
for Democracy, Education, and Access
Los Angeles, CA ............................................................................ $75,000
To further develop the Council of Youth Research which promotes  
the civic development of urban youth and broadens Los Angeles civic 
life by infusing youth voice into public conversations. Category:  
Youth Governance and Advocacy

What Kids Can Do
Providence, RI ............................................................................... $65,000
To amplify youth voices in public policy arenas and spread the notion 
of students as social documenters. Category: Youth Media

Youth In Action
Providence, RI ...............................................................$160,000 (2 years)
To support the Youth 4 Change Alliance (Y4C), which coordinates the 
efforts of five strong youth groups to increase the scale and impact of 
their organizing and advocacy efforts. Category: Youth Organizing

Youth In Focus
Oakland, CA ..................................................................$160,000 (2 years)
General operating support for pioneering youth-led action research, 
evaluation and planning efforts. Category: Youth Organizing

Youth Ministries for Peace and Justice
Bronx, NY ...................................................................................... $75,000
To support YMPJ’s youth organizing program, environmental  
campaigns, and holistic youth development work. Category: 
Youth Organizing

Youth Rights Media
New Haven, CT .............................................................$100,000 (2 years)
To support youth-created video media that addresses issues affecting 
their schools and communities; and implementing organizing cam-
paigns to advance youth rights. Category: Youth Media

Youth United for Community Action
East Palo Alto, CA ......................................................................... $90,000
General operating support to provide leadership and organizing  
opportunities for young people of color in the Bay Area. Category: 
Youth Organizing

YouthBuild, U.S.A./Youth on Board
Somerville, MA ............................................................................. $75,000
To deepen student engagement with the Boston Public School system 
while building local and national youth organizing efforts for educa-
tion reform. Category: Youth Organizing 
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Please	note:	Surdna	is	no	longer	making	grants	in	this	funding	area.



THRIVING  CULTURES
APPROVED GRANTS

Alliance for California Traditional Arts
Fresno, CA ....................................................................$150,000 (2 years)
Support for a teen artistic development initiative aligned with ACTA’s 
core programs. The goal is to forge a new generation of culture bearers.
Category: Teens’ Artistic Advancement

Alonzo King’s LINES Ballet
San Francisco, CA ........................................................................ $75,000
To support LINES Ballet School’s Summer Pre-Professional  
Program through scholarships and program support. Category: 
Teens’ Artistic Advancement

Andy Warhol Museum
Pittsburgh, PA ...............................................................$180,000 (3 years)
To help support Teaching the Creative Process: Artists Working  
with Youth, a collaborative project designed to engage public high 
school teens in sustained art-making experiences under the guidance  
of accomplished artists, using contemporary media and themes.
Category: Teens’ Artistic Advancement

Armory Center for the Arts
Pasadena, CA................................................................$150,000 (2 years)
To support Art High, a mentoring and skill-development visual art 
program for teens who do not have access to sequential studio art  
programs offering adequate preparation for advanced training.
Category: Teens’ Artistic Advancement

Artists Collective
Hartford, CT ..................................................................$150,000 (2 years)
To provide jazz music instruction to youth ages 12-21 that includes 
master workshops and performing opportunities, including participat-
ing in the youth jazz orchestra for advanced students. Category:  
Teens’ Artistic Advancement

Bayview Citizens for Social Justice
Cheriton, VA .................................................................................. $30,000
To support a comprehensive multi-disciplinary post-development  
assessment of Bayview Rural Village. Community/consultant work-
shops will propose new alternatives, while analyzing the successes  
and challenges of sustaining this low-wealth community. Category:  
Community Driven Design

Boston Arts Academy Foundation
Boston, MA ................................................................................... $50,000
To continue support of the pilot expansion of the Teachers as Artists 
program, an expansion of the Surdna Arts Teachers Fellowship (SATF) 
program, to be led and managed by the Boston Arts Academy Center 
for Arts in Education. Category: Teens’ Artistic Advancement

Brooklyn Youth Chorus Academy
Brooklyn, NY .................................................................$150,000 (2 years)
To support BYCA’s artistic growth by expanding individualized assess-
ment and follow-up; building the Young Men’s Ensemble; facilitat-
ing long-range artistic planning; and revitalizing the Artistic Advisory 
Board. Category: Teens’ Artistic Advancement

Total: $3,849,450
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Dance Institute of Washington
Washington, DC ............................................................$100,000 (2 years)
To support DIW’s pre-professional school, which provides DC young 
children and teens with opportunities to develop artistic talent and  
life skills, and perform at professional venues. Category: Teens’ 
Artistic Advancement

Detroit Symphony Orchestra
Detroit, MI .....................................................................$225,000 (3 years)
To support the DSO’s Civic Youth Ensembles, which provide high 
quality music training throughout the metro Detroit area, and to 
support the DSO’s partnership with Detroit School of Arts.
Category: Teens’ Artistic Advancement

Downtown Community Television Center
New York, NY ................................................................$100,000 (2 years)
To support the media arts training of inner-city youth through  
Downtown Community Television Center’s PRO-TV program.
Category: Teens’ Artistic Advancement

Isidore Newman School
New Orleans, LA ........................................................................... $25,000
To engage full-time professional musicians to work with the stu-
dents in the New Jazz School, a summer program held at the Isidore 
Newman School in partnership with the New Orleans Jazz & Heri-
tage Festival and Foundation, Sweet Home New Orleans and Tipitina’s 
Foundation. Category: Teens’ Artistic Advancement

Jazz at Lincoln Center
New York, NY ................................................................$300,000 (3 years)
To support Jazz at Lincoln Center’s Essentially Ellington High School 
Jazz Band Program, which introduces students to the music of Elling-
ton and other jazz composers and fosters mentoring relationships with 
professional musicians.  Funding also will help support the Band  
Directors’ Academy. Category: Teens’ Artistic Advancement

Leveraging Investments in Creativity
New York, NY ................................................................................ $35,000
To research “natural cultural districts,” examining the impact of arts-
centered development on artistic production, community benefit, and 
civic engagement.

Mattress Factory
Pittsburgh, PA .................................................................$70,000 (2 years)
To support “The Factory 14s/Installation Art Intensive for Teens.”  
The program provides teen artists with the opportunity and resources 
to work with professional artists to create installations and develop 
their conceptual thinking. Category: Teens’ Artistic Advancement

33
  

 |
  

 T
h

ri
vi

n
g 

C
u

lt
u

re
s 

G
ra

n
ts

Alliance	for	California	Traditional	Arts	|	Fresno,	CA



Mill Street Loft
Poughkeepsie, NY.........................................................$120,000 (3 years)
To support Mill Street Loft’s Art Institute, helping economically disad-
vantaged teens of diverse backgrounds to express their ideas and build 
skills in the visual arts through intensive long-term experiences with 
professional teaching artists. Category: Teens’ Artistic Advancement

National Hispanic Cultural Center
Albuquerque, NM .........................................................$100,000 (2 years)
To support two tuition-free summer arts intensives for New Mexico 
teens: Voces, a four-week writing institute; and the Manoa Project,  
a state-wide teen playwriting competition and seven-week theatre en-
semble apprenticeship. Category: Teens’ Artistic Advancement

New Jersey Performing Arts Center
Newark, NJ ...................................................................$225,000 (3 years)
To support NJPAC’s Wachovia Jazz for Teens program in which stu-
dents study with professional jazz musicians to learn the theory and 
practice of jazz performance, record a professional CD, and perform 
live at NJPAC. Category: Teens’ Artistic Advancement

New York University-Tisch School of the Arts
New York, NY ................................................................$240,000 (3 years)
To help support the programmatic expenses of the William H. Cosby 
Future Filmmakers Workshop and scholarships and programmatic ex-
penses of the Summer High School Program at NYU Tisch School of 
the Arts. Category: Teens’ Artistic Advancement

North Carolina Dance Theatre
Charlotte, NC ................................................................................ $50,000
To support the training of students in the Pre-Professional Division 
of its school by Patricia McBride; the expansion of the program’s re-
cruitment and alumni outreach; financial and academic supports; and 
career transition resources. Category: Teens’ Artistic Advancement

Northwestern University - National High School Institute
Evanston, IL .................................................................................. $30,000
To help students in Chicago area public schools from difficult socio-
economic situations participate in the Music and Theatre Divisions  
of the Northwestern National High School Institute. Category: 
Teens’ Artistic Advancement

Peabody Institute of the Johns Hopkins University
Baltimore, MD .............................................................................. $30,000
To provide scholarships for motivated Baltimore City public school 
teens to study music at Peabody Preparatory through Tuned-In,  
a program within Peabody’s Public School Engagement Initiative.
Category: Teens’ Artistic Advancement
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Surdna is dedicated to provid-
ing opportunities FOR THE 
ARTISTIC ADVANCEMENT 
of teens. We aim to stimulate 
fresh thinking and new ap-
proaches to address the  
isolation and lack of opportu-
nities for artistic advancement 
for young people from disad-
vantaged communities. 



Perseverance Theatre
Douglas, AK .................................................................................. $50,000
To improve Perseverance Theatre’s efforts to engage Alaskan teens in 
the creation of theatre through Next Generation projects. Category: 
Teens’ Artistic Advancement

Philadelphia Dance Company (Philadanco)
Philadelphia, PA ........................................................................... $50,000
To strengthen Philadanco’s dance training program for teens ages 
12-18, including support for instructors’ salaries and dancewear for 
students. Category: Strengthening The Quality Of Training and 
Students’ Access to it

Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre
Pittsburgh, PA ............................................................................... $65,000
To support scholarships, housing stipends, guest faculty and a choreog-
rapher fee for Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre School’s pre-professional High 
School Program and Intensive Summer Program. Category: Teens’ 
Artistic Advancement

Raw Art Works
Lynn, MA .........................................................................$70,000 (2 years)
To enhance artistic development of teen artists through ongoing rela-
tionships with teaching artists, rigorous and diverse curriculum, and 
exposure to the world outside RAW through guest artists and enrich-
ment activities. Category: Teens’ Artistic Advancement 

San Francisco Ballet Association
San Francisco, CA ........................................................................ $75,000
To support the San Francisco Ballet School’s pre-professional training 
programs, including Levels 7, 8 and its Trainee Program. Category: 
Teens’ Artistic Advancement

Stanford Jazz Workshop
Stanford, CA .................................................................................. $35,000
To provide support for SJW’s core programs serving youth: Jazz  
Camp, Residency, and Youth Scholarship Fund. The grant will  
also support recruitment efforts for these programs. Category:  
Teens’ Artistic Advancement

Summer Stages Dance at Concord Academy
Concord, MA ................................................................................. $65,000
To support high school students’ participation in Summer Stages’ 2010 
Dance Workshop, recruitment and scholarship support for gifted stu-
dents from diverse backgrounds, and purchase of a database. Category: 
Teens’ Artistic Advancement

Sweet Home New Orleans
New Orleans, LA ........................................................................... $30,000
To help ensure New Orleans’ musicians and cultural tradition bearers 
receive earned income from performances and benefit from profession-
al development, helping to preserve New Orleans rich cultural heritage 
and contributing to the city’s cultural economy. Additional	funding	for	

this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Strong	Local	Economies	Program.
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Stanford	Jazz	Workshop	|	Stanford,	CA



The Lens
New Orleans, LA ......................................................................... $100,000
To enable The Lens to create a sustainable business development strat-
egy and further develop investigative journalism focusing on the envi-
ronment and impediments to prosperity in the New Orleans region.

Urban Bush Women (UBW, Inc.)
Brooklyn, NY ............................................................................... $150,000
To support its intensive 10-day 2010 Summer Leadership Institute 
(SLI) at Tulane University in New Orleans. The SLI connects  
art-making to community organizing. Category: Artists Engaging 
in Social Change

University of California, Berkeley  
- Young Musicians Program
Berkeley, CA .................................................................$120,000 (2 years)
For Scaling Up, to intensify music programming with new artistic 
elements; e.g., specialist music teachers, tutors, better instruments, 
visiting artists, concert staging consultants, as well as infrastructure 
support - to strengthen the overall curriculum. Category: Teens’ 
Artistic Advancement

Village of Arts and Humanities
Philadelphia, PA ........................................................................... $50,000
To support Learning Through the Arts, a free multidisciplinary arts 
education and leadership initiative that offers year-round after-school, 
weekend and summer programs for teens from the Fairhill/Hartraft 
community of Philadelphia. Category: Teens’ Artistic Advancement

Young Dancemakers Company
Bronx, NY ...................................................................................... $20,000
To support free training and multiple performance opportunities for 
underserved teens who seek to create and perform their original chore-
ography in their ensemble drawn from NYC public high schools.
Category: Teens’ Artistic Advancement

Young People’s Chorus of New York City
New York, NY ................................................................$100,000 (2 years)
To support and expand the training and performances of Concert 
Chorus and Young Men’s Divisions, increase access through more 
scholarships and extend YPC’s Shuffle Initiative into the YPC Shuffle 
Effect. Category: Teens’ Artistic Advancement

Youth Speaks
San Francisco, CA ........................................................................ $75,000
For Spoken Word programs that serve youth in the Bay Area who have 
the least access to quality arts education programs. Funding will help 
strengthen our model by investing in core operations, including the 
poet-mentor program. Category: Teens’ Artistic Advancement

Zaccho Dance Theatre
San Francisco, CA ........................................................................ $40,000
Support for Artistic Director Joanna Haigood to develop a full-length 
aerial dance performance for Zaccho’s Youth Company focused on en-
vironmental and social justice issues. A youth-led project design, com-
munity programs, and roundtable discussions will involve teens from 
community youth groups. Category: Teens’ Artistic Advancement 
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Long-term, we expect teens 
from many cultures to contrib-
ute to the artistic fabric of the 
United States and to contribute 
to the EVOLUTION OF NEW 
ART FORMS. 



The Surdna Foundation invites arts teachers from public arts high 
schools to apply for funding for artistic development through its 

Arts Teachers Fellowship Program (SATF). Eligible schools include 
specialized public arts high schools, as well as arts-focused, magnet 
and charter high schools. The program offers teachers the opportunity 
to immerse themselves in their own creative work, interact with other 
professional artists, and stay current with new practices. Recognizing 
that such teachers often lack the time and resources to reconnect with 
the artistic processes they teach, the Arts Teachers Fellowship Program 
provides grants of $5,500 to enable selected teachers to make art with 
professionals in their disciplines and stay current with new practices 
and resources. A complementary grant of $1,500 is awarded to each 
Fellow’s school to support related post-Fellowship activities. 

For	details	and	deadlines	visit:	www.surdna.org/programs/artsteachersfellowship	

or	email:	artsfellowship@surdna.org.

Katherine Irene Boulamaali, New York, NY
High School of Fashion Industries .................................................$6,970

Martin Clark Bridge, South Hadley, MA
Pioneer Valley Performing Arts Charter Public School  ...............$7,000

Kelli A. Brown, Nampa, ID
Idaho Arts Charter School .............................................................$7,000

Noah J. Demland, Columbus, OH
The Arts and College Preparatory Academy..................................$7,000

Kathleen Flynn, Scotch Plains, NJ
Union County Academy for Performing Arts .................................$7,000

Karen Gallinger, Santa Ana, CA
Orange County High School of the Arts .........................................$7,000

Stephen Kenneth Johnson, Washington, DC
Duke Ellington School of the Arts..................................................$7,000

Richard Paul Pilcher, Baltimore, MD
Baltimore School for the Arts  .......................................................$7,000

Debra Rosenbaum, Denver, CO
Denver School of the Arts ..............................................................$6,020

Monica K. Shriver, Phoenix, AZ
Arizona School for the Arts ............................................................$7,000

Maria Lane Simiz, Phoenix, AZ
Arizona School for the Arts ............................................................$5,150

Timothy James Smith, Fort Myers, FL
Cypress Lake High Center for the Arts ..........................................$6,000

Linda J. Stern, Bronx, NY
Bronx High School for the Visual Arts ...........................................$7,000

Thomas Brian Virgin, Hialeah, FL
Hialeah High School .......................................................................$7,000

Krista Lynn Zomar, Norfolk, VA
The Governor’s School for the Arts ................................................$5,310
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SURDNA ARTS TEACHERS 
FELLOWSHIP  PROGRAM (SATF)



NONPROFIT SECTOR
APPROVED GRANTS

88Nine Radio Milwaukee
Milwaukee, WI ............................................................................... $50,000
Support for Radio Milwaukee’s work to effect social change by  
engaging our listeners in civic participation.

American Public Media
St. Paul, MN ................................................................................ $100,000
To expand its award-winning news innovation project,  
Public Insight Journalism.

Arts Engine
New York, NY .............................................................................. $100,000
To increase access to independent social-issue media in the nonprofit 
sector and to help communities use independent film and video to  
spur social change and encourage civic engagement can be most  
effectively described through our flagship programs.

Brennan Center for Justice at NYU School of Law
New York, NY ................................................................................ $25,000
To support public education related to the federal ‘private money  
restrictions’ that limit the activities of nonprofit organizations  
that receive funding from the Legal Services Corporation.

Center for Lobbying in the Public Interest
Washington, DC ............................................................................ $25,000
For increased and effective support for nonprofit policy  
and civic engagement.

Chittenden Community Television
Burlington, VT ............................................................................... $25,000
For Common Good Vermont, a Web-based network that enables  
nonprofits and community leaders to access their collective knowledge, 
build partnerships, solve problems and achieve long term social benefit 
for the people of the state.

Columbia University - Graduate School of Journalism
New York, NY ................................................................................ $50,000
To support the “Support for Reporting” project, culminating in a  
comprehensive report that will evaluate various options and make  
recommendations for policies to preserve original news gathering  
capacities in the digital era.

Common Impact
Cambridge, MA ............................................................................. $50,000
To support financial management consulting engagements with  
nonprofit organizations in the Greater Boston area.

Democracy Now! Productions
New York, NY ................................................................................ $50,000
General operating support to produce and disseminate an indepen-
dent daily global news hour through a network of public media outlets 
across all communications mediums, and educate the public on the 
importance of promoting independent media.

DemocracyInAction
Washington, DC .......................................................................... $100,000
General operating support to extend user services and leverage  
the sector network that has grown up around the toolset.

Foundation for National Progress/Mother Jones
San Francisco, CA ...................................................................... $100,000
To support The Media Consortium’s efforts to place our members on 
the path to long-term sustainability and at the forefront of tomorrow’s 
media landscape, and to support the creation and dissemination of 
high-impact journalism.

Total: $3,130,000
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Foundation for National Progress/Mother Jones
San Francisco, CA ........................................................................ $75,000
For “Assignment 2020: Reporting as if the Future Depended on It”,  
a collaborative journalism project focusing on a very current and 
urgent issue: how we will adapt to a world re-shaped by climate change 
and how we can speed the shift to a post-carbon world. Additional	

funding	for	this	grant	comes	from	Surdna’s	Sustainable	Environments	Program.

Free Press
Florence, MA ............................................................................... $100,000
To reinvent and bolster public, noncommercial media as the informa-
tional, educational, civic and cultural backbone for our nation through 
citizen-driven policy changes.

Future of Music Coalition
Washington, DC ............................................................................ $75,000
To continue engaging the nonprofit arts and cultural sector in critical 
policy issues that affect their livelihoods.

Grantmakers for Effective Organizations
Washington, DC ............................................................................ $50,000
General operating support for Grantmakers for Effective  
Organizations for the period 2009-2010.

Grantmakers in Film + Electronic Media
Baltimore, MD .............................................................................. $25,000
For general operating support.

Groundwire
Seattle, WA ................................................................................... $50,000
To support ONE/Norhwest’s Civic Engagement Platform, which  
improves how civic engagement tools are designed and delivered to 
nonprofit organizations.

Guidestar USA
Williamsburg, VA .......................................................................... $25,000
For the GuideStar Membership Program, which provides support for 
the organization’s special projects, like preparing the Website for the 
New IRS Form 990.

Independent Sector
Washington, DC .......................................................................... $100,000
To support efforts to advocate for policies and practices that help 
strengthen the nonprofit community’s ability to advance their missions 
and to support our leadership role to advance impact and effectiveness 
and promote collaboration.

MobileActive
New York, NY ................................................................................ $50,000
To develop a portion of the Mobile Media Toolkit, a database of  
resources and mobile applications for citizen media and journalism.

National Committee for Responsive Philanthropy
Washington, DC ............................................................................ $25,000
To help NCRP achieve its mission of promoting philanthropy that 
serves the public good, is responsive to people and communities  
with the least wealth and opportunity, and is held accountable  
to the highest standards of integrity and openness.

National Council of Nonprofits
Washington, DC ............................................................................ $25,000
Support for improvements to the organization’s Website and related 
technology. This will help develop the National Council’s Website  
into a time-saving resource for nonprofit leaders.

Net Impact
San Francisco, CA ........................................................................ $75,000
To strengthen the capacity and impact of nonprofit Boards by  
increasing the awareness, interest, and participation in Board service 
from MBA students and alumni 2, and increasing the number of  
MBA Board Fellows.

39
  

 |
  

 N
on

pr
of

it
 S

ec
to

r 
G

ra
n

ts
 



 
Network For Good
Bethesda, MD ............................................................................. $100,000
To develop the consolidation of its content management system  
into a single platform.

New America Foundation
Washington, DC ............................................................................ $50,000
To support a public interest campaign to reclaim the public  
airwaves to achieve universally accessible and affordable broadband,  
to ensure open neutral networks, and to close the widening digital  
information divide.

Nonprofit Coordinating Committee of New York
New York, NY ................................................................................ $25,000
For The New York Times Company Nonprofit Excellence  
Awards program.

Nonprofit Voter Engagement Network
St. Paul, MN .................................................................................. $50,000
To create civic engagement programs in established state nonprofit  
associations and national partners towards making active civic engage-
ment, like that in Minnesota, a part of the culture and practice of  
the nonprofit sector.

OMB Watch/Focus Project
Washington, DC ............................................................................ $50,000
To increase government transparency and accountability, ensure  
equitable regulatory and budgetary processes and policies, and to 
protect and promote citizen participation in democracy.

Open Media and Information Companies Initiative
New York, NY ................................................................................ $75,000
For general operating support.

Participatory Culture Foundation
Boston, MA ................................................................................. $200,000
Support for democratic media distribution software, called Miro.  
Miro addresses the needs of public media to increase its impact  
around the world.

Philanthropy New York
New York, NY ................................................................................ $25,000
General operating support that will help Philanthropy New York to 
achieve its critically important goals set out in its 3 year strategic plan 
to further enhance our members’ capacity to meet their missions.

Pop!Tech Institute
Camden, ME ................................................................................. $50,000
To support the enhancement of two core elements of the PopTech  
Accelerator social innovation engine: media development/distribution, 
and an expansion of online collaboration.
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Prometheus Radio Project
Philadelphia, PA ........................................................................... $75,000
Support for the Station Support Program, which aims to diversify the 
media landscape by building new community radio stations, support-
ing existing stations, and encouraging networking between stations.

Public Radio Capital
Boulder, CO ................................................................................ $200,000
To implement radio based, Web-enabled public media services for 
young adults. The grant will support initial implementation of an ap-
pealing, cost effective and replicable model for future public media.

Pundit Productions
Washington, DC .......................................................................... $200,000
To leveraging CNC “shoe-leather” journalism and crowd-sourced con-
tributions vertically across multiple platforms (on-air, online, print and 
mobile) to reach news audiences with custom “localized” multimedia 
content from Congress.

Rubicon National Social Innovations
San Francisco, CA ...................................................................... $100,000
To scale social enterprises through work with profit and nonprofit part-
ners to pilot and bring businesses to market. The objective is nationally 
scaled businesses to have an major impact on US poverty.

Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra Society
Saint Paul, MN .............................................................................. $25,000
To develop enhanced media and communication tools to build a 
broader community around the SPCO.

Social Enterprise Alliance
Washington, DC .......................................................................... $100,000
To elevate social enterprise as an approach for enhancing social sector 
effectiveness, to secure government recognition and support, and to 
support Summit scholarships and the Policy Day.

Please	note:	Surdna	is	no	longer	making	grants	in	this	funding	area.

Sustainable Endowments Institute
Cambridge, MA ............................................................................. $50,000
Support to assist the Sustainable Endowments Institute with its work 
to improve the sustainability practices of higher education institutions 
through its annual College Sustainability Report Card.

Techsoup Global
San Francisco, CA ........................................................................ $75,000
To support the development of a carefully vetted database of top-tier 
service providers for broadband access projects receiving federal  
economic stimulus funds.

The Communications Network
Naperville, IL ................................................................................ $25,000
To support the Fall 2009 Annual Conference of the Communications 
Network and to support efforts to create more “online networking” 
and information sharing among our membership.

WBEZ Alliance
Chicago,  IL ................................................................................... $50,000
To maintain and upgrade the Vocalo.org Website, to support The 
Factory, a collaborative media production workshop; and to enhance 
the Monthly Editorial Initiative.

WITNESS
Brooklyn, NY ................................................................................. $25,000
To promote video advocacy in the U.S., with an emphasis on building 
coalition campaigns, developing online training models, and sharing 
best practices. 

WNYC Radio
New York, NY .............................................................................. $200,000
To support the development and launch of the WNYC Essential Guide 
to New York, the next iteration of WNYC’s cultural portal. 
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Directors and Officers
Bruce Abernethy

Elizabeth H. Andrus

John E. Andrus III 
Chairman Emeritus

Peter B. Benedict, II 
Vice Chairperson

Thomas H. Castro

Jocelyn Downie

David Grant

Lawrence S.C. Griffith, M.D.

John F. Hawkins

Josephine Lowman 
Chairperson 

Kelly D. Nowlin

Nadya K. Shmavonian

Michael S. Spensley, D.V.M.

Edith D. Thorpe

Staff
Sharon Alpert 
Senior Director, Programs and Strategy

Grace Bodden 
Receptionist

Helen Chin 
Program Officer, Sustainable Environments

Marc de Venoge 
Chief Financial and Administrative Officer

Gabby Dizon 
Program Associate, Strong Local Economies

Shawn Escoffery 
Program Director, Strong Local Economies 

Amara Foster 
Program Associate, Sustainable Environments

Jonathan Goldberg 
Director of Systems and Communications

Phillip Henderson 
President

Beth Herz 
Program Associate, Sustainable Environments

Jee Kim 
Program Director, Foundation Initiatives

Justine Koch 
Assistant Controller

Amy Morris 
Program Officer, Foundation Iniatives

Aisha Musto 
Office Administrator

Ellen B. Rudolph 
Program Director, Thriving Cultures

Christina Rupp 
Program Associate, Thriving Cultures

Lynn Stern 
Program Officer, Thriving Cultures

Jasmine Thomas 
Program Officer, Strong Local Economies

Stefania Vanin 
Senior Program Associate, Foundation  
Initiatives

Tasha Washington 
Executive Assistant to the President

LEADERSHIP
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For five generations, since 1917, the Foundation has been 
governed largely by descendents of John Andrus and has 
developed a tradition of innovative service for those in 
need of help or opportunity.



330 Madison Ave., 30th Floor
New York, NY 10017

212.557.0010
questions@surdna.org

WWW.SURDNA.ORG


