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dear Friends,
this report does not belong neatly tucked away on your bookshelf. it demands to be read, studied, and discussed. it takes a 
detailed view of the lives of central ohio children and examines many factors that affect their success in and out of school. it 
gathers facts that paint a comprehensive picture and provide us with a baseline for measuring our children’s success. Consider it 
a call to action.

every one of the numbers on these pages, every statistic and every fact represent our children. Make no mistake, these are 
our children because their success, or lack of it, will have repercussions for all of central ohio. if we want to live in a safe and 
vibrant community that is fully prepared to compete in the 21st century, we must ensure that our children receive the high quality 
education they need to grow, succeed, and become lifelong learners.

this report tells us we have arrived at the threshold of a new era. if we do not come together and marshal all of our efforts 
to create significant change, the current generation of students will be the first in american history to see their standard of 
living decline compared to their parents. We can’t let that happen. together, we have to create new, positive partnerships and 
collaborations that propel our students and our community in the right direction.

the good news is there are many innovative efforts going on in our local community that provide a strong foundation for future 
success. We can build on that by ensuring that effective approaches are shared across child serving systems and by committing to 
a process of continuous improvement where we are steadfast in our pursuit of a high quality education. 

Central ohio is building the will to create fundamental change—to collaborate and make a collective impact that will far surpass 
what any individual group or organization is capable of achieving. there has been significant movement already.  

Many visionary community leaders have come together to create learn4life—a birth-to-career, community-wide support system 
focused on providing every child with the opportunity to succeed. united Way of Central ohio has expanded our work in education, 
organized it under Champion of Children, and placed community engagement at the forefront of our education efforts. this report 
represents the first venture of a continuing collaboration between the two organizations and our many partners.

But let’s be candid—the issues that face us are complex and have deep roots. they developed over many years, and it will take 
many years to address them effectively. our community needs to dedicate itself to creating lasting systemic change. We will not 
see dramatic improvements in one or two years, but if we are relentless in our pursuit of excellence we can make a difference.

this report is a starting point for that change. the children it represents need champions. they need a community of motivated, 
engaged people who understand the obstacles they face and are willing to work together to improve their lives and our collective 
future. they need you. this is not just a report; it is a call to action. Please join us.

sincerely,

Janet e. Jackson 
President and Ceo 
united Way of Central ohio

steve Votaw 
executive director 
learn4life

February, 2012
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exeCutiVe suMMary
Central ohio is known as a great place to raise a family. like many communities, we endeavor to support and advance the 
quality of life for all residents, including our children. one of the most important indicators of the well-being of children is their 
educational success. however, there is a growing recognition that academic achievement depends upon both strong schools and 
individual, family, peer, and community factors beyond the school walls. 

in order to design strategies that support the success of children, it is important to understand the characteristics of our children 
and schools, as well as the challenges they face. this new report brings that information together in one place, including data and 
research on Franklin County youth, Franklin County school districts, and obstacles to academic success prepared by Community 
research Partners. in addition, it describes the roles of Champion of Children and learn4life Columbus in helping children and 
youth succeed. 

the report also represents the beginning of what will be a continuing collaboration between Champion of Children and learn4life 
Columbus—a collaboration that will include the many partners throughout Franklin County working on behalf of child wellbeing 
and academic success. it reinforces that we all have a stake in making sure that today’s children grow up equipped with the skills 
to succeed in school and life. 

Profile of franklin county youth
characteristics
the youth population of Franklin County—more than 278,000 persons under age 18 in 2010—experienced the following 
important trends from 2000 to 2010:

	 •	 Increase	in	population	size,	despite	a	statewide	decrease

	 •	 Increase	in	diversity,	through	both	a	loss	in	white	population	and	growth	in	other	racial/ethnic	groups

	 •	 Increase	in	percentage	of	children	in	households	headed	by	single	parents

	 •	 Increase	in	percentage	of	school	age	children	(ages	5-17)	with	all	parents	in	the	labor	force

	 •	 Increase	in	poverty	rate	among	school	age	children

if a single classroom of 30 students reflected the composition of all Franklin County youth in 2010:

	 •	13 students would be non-white and 2 would be hispanic or latino

	 •	3 students would be foreign born and 6 would have a foreign-born parent

	 •	4 students would speak a language other than english at home

	 •	11 students would be in a family with no spouse present, 9 with single mothers, 2 with single fathers

	 •	2 students would live with a grandparent

	 •	8 students would be in a household with income below the Federal Poverty level
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obstacles to success
Factors related to an individual child, and his or her family, peers, school, or neighborhood or broader community can present 
risks that play a part in the likelihood the child will succeed in school. a selection of risk factors faced by Franklin County 
children includes the following: 

	 •	 Income-related	factors	such	as	poverty	(one	in	five	school	age	children	live	in	poverty);	food	insecurity	(31%	of	children	
are	in	households	that	receive	food	stamp	assistance)	and	housing	instability	(annually,	about	1,600	children	are	in	
families	seeking	emergency	shelter).

	 •	Low	birth	weight.	Franklin	County	children	are	more	likely	to	be	born	at	a	low	birth	weight	(12.1%)	than	are	babies	in	
Ohio	(10.2%)	or	the	United	States	(8.9%).

	 •	Abuse	and	neglect.	Franklin	County	has	about	2,500	substantiated	cases	of	child	abuse	or	neglect	each	year.

	 •	Early	education.	The	majority	of	3-	and	4-year-old	children	(59%)	are	not	enrolled	in	preschool.	

	 •	Drug	and	tobacco	use.	Among	teenage	survey	respondents,	14%	reported	using	alcohol	each	month	and	7%	reported	
smoking cigarettes each week.

	 •	School	safety.	Among	teenage	survey	respondents,	38%	reported	experiencing	bullying	or	intimidation	at	school.	

	 •	Delinquency.	Franklin	County	youth	detention	centers	have	about	2,800	admissions	each	year.	

Profile of franklin county school districts
characteristics
sixteen public school districts are fully or primarily located within Franklin County, and five of them are among the 12 largest in 
the	state.	As	of	school	year	2011,	the	average	daily	enrollment	of	the	combined	16	districts	is	approximately	161,500	students,	
with	49,600	(31%)	in	the	Columbus	City	Schools	district.	The	16-district	combined	enrollment	is	43%	minority,	as	compared	to	
26%	statewide.	

table i. enrollment by franklin county school district

school year 
(sy) 2011 change sy 2001—sy 2011

Bexley 2,130 -116 -5.2%
Canal Winchester 3,446 +1,368 +65.8%
Columbus 49,616 -14,014 -22.0%
dublin 13,614 +2,514 +22.6%
Gahanna-Jefferson 7,028 +679 +10.7%
Grandview heights 1,092 -140 -11.4%
Groveport Madison 5,746 -16 -0.3%
hamilton local 3,005 +366 +13.9%
hilliard 14,945 +2,604 +21.1%
new albany-Plain 4,191 +2,253 +116.3%
reynoldsburg 5,811 +163 +2.9%
south-Western 19,336 +327 +1.7%
upper arlington 5,542 +143 +2.6%
Westerville 14,105 +1,111 +8.6%
Whitehall 2,818 -13 -0.5%
Worthington 9,098 -879 -8.8%
16 districts total 161,523 -3,650 -2.2%
ohio public schools 1,749,248 -309 <0.1%

source: ohio department of education
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Franklin County has mixed academic achievement results compared to statewide averages. relative to all ohio public schools, 
the	combined	16	districts	have:

•		A	lower	percentage	of	children	scoring	in	the	top	two	bands	of	the	Kindergarten	Readiness	Assessment	for	Literacy	
(KRA-L)	and	achieving	proficiency	on	the	Ohio	Achievement	Assessments	(OAA)	5th	Grade	Science.

•		A	similar	percentage	of	students	achieving	proficiency	on	the	OAA	3rd	Grade	Reading	or	the	8th	Grade	Math.

•		A	higher	rate	of	proficiency	on	the	10th	Grade	Social	Studies	and	a	higher	rate	of	high	school	students	graduating	on	time.

table ii. report card rating and enrollment by franklin county school building, sy 2011

 
schools enrollment

school with rating available 292 100.0% 159,493 100.0%
    academic emergency 18 6.2% 4,870 3.1%
    academic Watch 33 11.3% 13,941 8.7%
    Continuous improvement 48 16.4% 25,430 15.9%
    effective 46 15.8% 24,281 15.2%
    excellent 104 35.6% 70,308 44.1%
    excellent with distinction 43 14.7% 20,663 13.0%

source: ohio department of education

obstacles to success
if a single classroom of 30 students	reflected	the	composition	of	students	across	the	16	public	school	districts:

	 •	14 students would be economically disadvantaged, up from 11 in school year 2007

	 •	2 students would have limited english Proficiency

	 •	4 students would have one or more disabilities

	 •	4 students would be in the same school building for less than a full academic year

	 •	7 or 8 students would not be proficient on achievement tests of reading and mathematics

	 •	3 students would not graduate on time

community resPonses to obstacles to success

Champion of Children
In	2010,	Champion	of	Children	joined	forces	with	United	Way	of	Central	Ohio	(UWCO)	to	meet	the	educational	needs	of	children	
and young people, with the two central goals that children will enter kindergarten ready to succeed and that youth will graduate 
from high school well prepared for college and career. Champion of Children, long a respected resource in our community, now 
encompasses all of uWCo’s work in the area of education. under the Champion of Children banner, uWCo:

•	 funds effective programs that make real differences in the care and education of children and young people

•	 engages with partners across the county to increase awareness and commitment to advancing our children’s education

•	 educates the community through the dissemination of relevant research and information

•	 advocates for those who are too young to speak for themselves but are the future of our community

•	 connects willing volunteers with ways to serve children and youth

•	 celebrates outstanding work and collaboration in the field of education in central ohio

executive summary Continued
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learn4life Columbus
learn4life Columbus, launched in 2011, is a community-wide collaborative of educators, business leaders, colleges and 
universities, child and family service agencies, faith-based organizations, civic leaders, charitable foundations, and public 
officials. this diverse group has come together to create a new cradle-to-career educational support framework designed to 
provide central ohio’s children and students with a pathway to personal and professional success. 

it is the aspiration of learn4life to create a culture of community ownership for education and to inspire students to pursue a 
post-secondary degree or certificate. the organization will focus on academic and non-academic barriers to learning that can 
affect educational experiences. learn4life will promote the use of effective practices, reliable data, a continuous improvement 
process, and increase the number of students achieving academic success. 

key goals and community indicators
the learn4life Governing Board has selected key goals and community indicators on which to focus. learn4life and its partners 
want to see all children enter school ready to learn, succeed academically, graduate, and enter post-secondary coursework ready to 
earn a certificate or degree. 

in its first year, learn4life will dedicate its time and resources to three initial community indicators, each corresponding with one 
of the organization’s overall goals. 

through community-wide efforts and collaborations, learn4life and its partners will:

	 •		Increase	the	percentage	of	children	entering	kindergarten	scoring	in	the	highest	band	of	the	readiness	assessment.	

	 •		Increase	the	percentage	of	students	who	are	proficient	in	mathematics	in	eighth	grade.

	 •		Reduce	the	percentage	of	students	needing	remediation	in	post-secondary	programs.

these goals are ambitious but not impossible because of the tremendous support learn4life has already received from the 
community. in order to see progress within each indicator and provide children and students with the best education possible, 
community-wide support and action is essential in this effort.  
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Franklin County youth
in this section, we provide a general profile of youth characteristics in Franklin County using the most recent data from the u.s. 
Census Bureau.  topics include age groups, race and ethnicity, birthplace, language, housing type, family type, and poverty, as 
well	as	changes	over	the	decade	in	these	facets	of	the	youth	population.	Data	on	youth	living	in	the	Columbus	City	Schools	(CCS)	
district and ohio overall are included for comparison.

In one classroom…
if a single classroom of 30 students reflected the composition of the Franklin County youth population:

•		13 would be non-white and 2 would be hispanic or latino

•		3 would be foreign born and 6 would have a foreign born parent

•		4 would speak a language other than english at home

•		11 would be in a family with no spouse present, 9 with single mothers and 2 with single fathers

•		2 would live with a grandparent

•		8 would be in a household with income below the Federal Poverty level

total population: Franklin County youth population grows in contrast to statewide decrease.

Franklin	County,	Ohio	is	a	county	of	more	than	278,000	youth,	with	approximately	195,000	in	the	primary	and	secondary	school	age	
range	of	5	to	17.	The	CCS	District	includes	nearly	69,000	school	age	children	in	its	boundaries.	Similar	to	the	statewide	proportion,	
youth represent approximately one-quarter of the total population in Franklin County. Franklin County’s population under age 18 
grew	by	3.8%,	adding	more	than	10,000	youth	since	2000,	whereas	Ohio’s	overall	youth	population	decreased	by	5.5%.

table 1. Population by age 

 
2010

Change 
2000—2010

Percent of total population 2010

franklin county franklin county       franklin 
county        ccs district ohio

total population 1,163,414 +94,436 1,163,414 500,906 11,536,504
   under age 18 278,542 +10,221 23.9% 20.7% 23.7%
								Under	age	5 83,117 +5,754 7.1% 7.0% 6.2%
								Ages	5	to	17 195,425 +4,467 16.8% 13.8% 17.4%

sources: decennial Census 2000 and 2010
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race and ethnicity: Franklin County youth population has become more diverse.

The	Franklin	County	youth	population	is	44.6%	minority race or ethnicity, meaning non-white or of hispanic origin. More than 
one	in	four	youth	in	Franklin	County	(27.6%)	are	black	or	African	American,	3.6%	are	Asian,	3.8%	are	some	other	race	alone,	
and	6.6%	are	multiracial.	The	representation	of	these	racial	groups	is	higher	in	Franklin	County	than	in	Ohio	overall.	In	the	CCS	
District,	half	of	all	youth	(49.7%)	are	black	or	African	American.

Over	the	decade,	the	white	youth	population	of	Franklin	County	decreased	by	20,500	people,	or	11%.	However,	the	county’s	total	
youth population grew as a result of increases in nearly every racial category. Franklin County outpaced the state in rate of growth 
in	youth	who	are	black	(+22.5%	compared	to	-2.5%)	and	youth	who	are	Hispanic	(+173.5%	compared	to	+69.0%).	The	county’s	
percentage	growth	in	Asian	youth	(+37.5%)	and	multiracial	youth	(+65.7%)	were	similar	to	statewide	increases.

table 2. children by race and ethnicity 

 
2010

Change 
2000—2010

Percent of population under age 18 in 2010

franklin 
county

franklin 
county

franklin 
county

ccs district ohio

total population under age 18 278,542 +10,221 278,542 103,906 2,730,751
   one race 260,130 +2,924 93.4% 92.4% 95.2%
      White 162,200 -20,499 58.2% 36.0% 76.7%
      Black or african american 76,800 +14,122 27.6% 49.7% 14.8%
      american indian and alaska native 663 -106 0.2% 0.3% 0.2%
      asian 10,102 +2,755 3.6% 2.0% 1.7%
      native hawaiian, other Pacific islander 296 +184 0.1% 0.2% 0.0%
      some other race 10,069 +6,468 3.6% 4.2% 1.7%
   two or more races 18,412 +7,297 6.6% 7.6% 4.8%
   hispanic or latino, any race 20,639 +13,092 7.4% 8.4% 5.0%

source: decennial Census 2000 and 2010

birthplace: Franklin County has nearly three times the state rate of foreign born youth.

The	nearly	22,500	foreign	born	children	in	Franklin	County	represent	8.5%	of	all	children.	More	than	49,000	Franklin	County	youth,	
or nearly one in five children, have a foreign born parent. 

table 3. children who are foreign born or have foreign born parent

 
2010 Percent of children under age 18 in 2010

franklin 
county

franklin 
county ccs district ohio

Children under age 18 (living with own parent) 265,960 265,960 102,452 2,591,203
   Foreign born 22,498 8.5% 10.2% 3.0%
   at least one parent who is foreign born 49,110 18.5% 19.2% 7.2%

sources: american Community survey 2010
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language spoken: Nearly 25,000 school age children speak a language other than English at home.

table 4. language spoken at home by school age children

 
2010

Change 
2000—2010

Percent of school age children 2010

franklin 
county

franklin 
county       

franklin 
county        

ccs district ohio

Children	ages	5	to	17 195,584 +4,644 195,584 73,028 2,004,794
   english only 170,781 -4,774 87.3% 87.3% 93.0%
   spanish 9,454 +3,978 4.8% 5.4% 2.8%
   other indo-european languages 3,784 +53 1.9% 1.7% 2.5%
   asian and Pacific island languages 4,488 +1,062 2.3% 1.6% 0.9%
   other languages 7,077 +4,325 3.6% 4.1% 0.8%

sources: decennial Census 2000, american Community survey 2010

home ownership: Four in 10 county householders with children, and 6 in 10 living in the CCS District, are renters.

table 5. households with children by ownership status of householder

 
2010 Percent of population under age 18 in 2010

franklin 
county

franklin 
county        ccs district ohio

households with children under age 18 147,653 147,653 53,635 1,437,882
   renter householder 63,396 42.9% 60.6% 33.7%
   owner householder 84,257 57.1% 39.4% 66.3%

source: decennial Census 2010

family type: Single parent families are becoming more common for Franklin County children.

Although	being	a	part	of	a	married	couple	family	is	still	the	norm	for	Franklin	County	children,	more	than	94,000	(37.8%)	live	
with a “single” parent, i.e., no spouse present, regardless of marital status. the CCs district has nearly the same percentage of 
children	living	with	a	single	mother	(45.6%)	as	with	a	married	couple	(44.7%).

Over	the	decade,	the	number	of	Franklin	County	children	living	with	a	single	mother	increased	by	nearly	11,600,	or	18.4%,	whereas	
children	living	with	a	single	father	increased	by	about	4,500,	or	30.1%.	The	number	of	children	living	with	married	parents	fell	by	
more	than	10,800,	or	6.5%.	

in Franklin County in 2010, nearly one in five single parent families has an unmarried partner present, and more than 2,000 
children live with a same-sex couple.

table 6. children by family type 

 
2010

Change 
2000—2010

Percent of children under age 18 in 2010

franklin 
county

franklin 
county       

franklin 
county        ccs district ohio

Children under age 18(living with own parent) 249,068 +5,235 249,068 88,049 2,436,267
   in married couple family 154,952 -10,856 62.2% 44.7% 67.3%
   With mother, no spouse present 74,711 +11,598 30.0% 45.6% 25.3%
   With father, no spouse present 19,405 +4,493 7.8% 9.7% 7.4%

sources: decennial Census 2000 and 2010
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Grandparents as parents: In 9,000 households, a grandparent is legally responsible for his or her grandchild.

Nine	out	of	10	Franklin	County	children	in	households	(89.6%)	are	the	own child	of	the	householder	(including	biological,	step-,	
or	adopted	children).	More	than	17,800	children,	or	6.4%,	are	living	in	a	grandparent’s	house,	whereas	6,100	live	with	another	
relative,	and	4,700	live	with	a	nonrelative.	The	number	of	children	living	with	a	grandparent	or	another	relative	increased	by	5,200,	
or	27.7%,	over	the	decade.

Parents in work force: More school age children have all parents in the labor force.

From	2000	to	2010,	the	percentage	of	married	couple	households	with	both	parents	in	the	labor	force	increased	from	69%	to	73%,	
and	the	percentage	of	single	parents	in	the	labor	force	went	from	80%	to	84%.

table 7. school age children by parent labor force participation 

2010
Change 

2000-2010
Percent of school age children 2010

franklin 
county

franklin 
county

franklin 
county

ccs district ohio

Children	ages	6	to	17,	living	with	married	parents 104,789  104,789 27,211 1,154,181
   Both parents in labor force 76,603 +2,534 73.1% 70.3% 68.9%
   one parent in labor force 27,260 -3,935 26.0% 28.2% 29.5%
   neither parent in labor force 926 -1,832 0.9% 1.5% 1.6%
Children	ages	6	to	17,	living	with	one	parent 66,246  66,246 36,229 605,319
   Parent in labor force 55,809 +9,819 84.2% 78.3% 82.3%
   Parent not in labor force 10,437 -1,307 15.8% 21.7% 17.7%

sources: decennial Census 2000, american Community survey 2010

Poverty: 15,900 more school age children are living in poverty today than 10 years ago.

Poverty is a state of economic deprivation in which a person or family lacks income needed to achieve a minimally adequate 
standard	of	living.		The	Federal	Poverty	Level	(FPL)	indicates	the	threshold	income	for	poverty	status.	Franklin	County	has	more	
than	39,600	school	age	children	living	in	poverty,	accounting	for	22.2%	of	all	children	ages	6	to	17	for	whom	poverty	is	calculated.	
In	2000,	the	county	poverty	rate	among	school	age	children	was	13.7%.	Poverty	is	even	worse	for	school	age	children	living	within	
the	CCS	District,	where	40.5%	are	in	poverty	and	nearly	one	in	four	(24.2%)	are	in	extreme	poverty	below	50%	FPL.

table 8. school age children by household income as percentage of federal Poverty level 

income 
threshold for 
family	of	3	in	

2010

2010
Change 

2000—2010
Percent of school age children 2010

franklin 
county

franklin 
county

franklin 
county ccs district ohio

Children	ages	6	to	17 178,290 +4,616 178,290 67,015 1,823,704
			Under	50%	FPL	(extreme	poverty) $8,776 22,188 +10,917 12.4% 24.2% 10.0%
			50–99%	FPL	(poverty) $17,552 17,475 +4,985 9.8% 16.3% 11.1%
			100–199%	FPL	(low-income) $35,104 35,698 +5,223 20.0% 21.9% 21.0%
			200%	FPL	or	above	(self-sufficiency) - 102,929 -16,509 57.7% 37.5% 58.0%

sources: decennial Census 2000, american Community survey 2010
note: here, reference incomes refer to weighted averages for a family of three.  exact thresholds depend on household size and number of children.
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Franklin County sChool distriCts
in this section, we provide a description of public school districts in Franklin County using the most recent data from the ohio 
department of education and other sources.  topics include enrollment, race and ethnicity, school rating, test achievement, and 
graduation,	as	well	as	selected	measures	of	change	in	the	enrolled	population.	Data	for	all	16	Franklin	County	school	districts,	as	
well as ohio overall, are provided in this section.

the school districts
sixteen public school districts are fully or primarily located within Franklin County. Five Franklin County school districts are among 
the	12	largest	in	enrollment	in	the	state.	Their	rank	among	the	more	than	600	Ohio	districts:	Columbus	(#1),	South-Western	(#6),	
Hilliard	(#9),	Westerville	(#11),	and	Dublin	(#12).	

As	of	school	year	2010–2011	(SY	2011),	the	16	districts	have	a	combined	182	elementary	schools,	73	middle	schools,	and	50	high	
schools.	In	addition	to	the	16	districts,	there	are	73	charter	school	options,	ranging	from	small	local	charter	schools	to	statewide	
digital learning programs.

figure 1. school districts in franklin county (Columbus	City	Schools	represented	in	orange)	
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average daily enrollment
For	school	year	2011,	the	average	daily	enrollment	of	the	combined	16	districts	in	Franklin	County	is	approximately	161,500	
students.	The	Columbus	City	Schools	(CCS)	District	has	approximately	49,600	students,	compared	to	111,900	collectively	in	the	
other	15	districts.		The	CCS	District	is	about	2.5	times	larger	than	South-Western	City	Schools,	the	next	highest	enrollment	district	
in	the	county.	The	CCS	District	has	approximately	31	students	to	each	student	in	Bexley	City	Schools	or	Grandview	Heights	City	
schools.

The	2010	American	Community	Survey	indicates	that	11-12%	of	all	students	enrolled	at	the	elementary,	middle,	and	high	school	
levels	living	in	Franklin	County	attend	a	private	school,	for	a	total	of	approximately	20,600	students	across	grades	1	to	12.

table 9. enrollment by franklin county school district

sy 2011 change sy 2001—sy 2011 Percent of students across 
16 districts sy 2011

Bexley 2,130 -116 -5.2% 1.3%
Canal Winchester 3,446 +1,368 +65.8% 2.1%
Columbus 49,616 -14,014 -22.0% 30.7%
dublin 13,614 +2,514 +22.6% 8.4%
Gahanna-Jefferson 7,028 +679 +10.7% 4.4%
Grandview heights 1,092 -140 -11.4% 0.7%
Groveport Madison 5,746 -16 -0.3% 3.6%
hamilton local 3,005 +366 +13.9% 1.9%
hilliard 14,945 +2,604 +21.1% 9.3%
new albany-Plain 4,191 +2,253 +116.3% 2.6%
reynoldsburg 5,811 +163 +2.9% 3.6%
south-Western 19,336 +327 +1.7% 12.0%
upper arlington 5,542 +143 +2.6% 3.4%
Westerville 14,105 +1,111 +8.6% 8.7%
Whitehall 2,818 -13 -0.5% 1.7%
Worthington 9,098 -879 -8.8% 5.6%
16 districts total 161,523 -3,650 -2.2% 100%
ohio public schools 1,749,248 -309 <0.1% -

source: ohio department of education

Ten	of	the	16	districts	increased	in	enrollment	size	since	school	year	2001,	and	two	others	remained	essentially	the	same.	New	
albany-Plain local schools and Canal Winchester local schools experienced exceptional growth over the decade, increasing 
enrollment	by	116%	and	66%,	respectively.	The	CCS	District	had	the	largest	decrease,	with	14,000	fewer	students,	or	a	22%	loss;	
and	Worthington	City	Schools	decreased	enrollment	by	nearly	900.
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enrollment by grade level
For	the	combined	16	districts	in	school	year	2011,	the	average	enrollment	for	a	grade	level	is	12,533	students	(excluding	
kindergarten).	The	grade	level	with	the	largest	enrollment	is	9th	grade	with	13,850	students.		A	pivotal	year	for	enrollment,	the	9th	
grade	level	has	14%	more	students	than	both	8th	grade	(12,137)	and	10th	grade	(11,911).	This	suggests	many	students	enter,	
or reenter, a public school district upon reaching high school and also that the transition to 10th grade entails student losses 
because	of	dropout	or	pursuit	of	alternative	learning	options.	In	the	CCS	District,	the	9th	grade	class	of	4,400	students	is	more	
than	1,000	persons	larger	than	either	the	8th	grade	(3,370)	or	10th	grade	(3,148)	classes.

race and ethnicity of enrollment
the distribution of race for Franklin County youth is reflected in the enrollments of the public school districts. the percentages of 
minority	enrollment—students	who	are	non-white	or	of	Hispanic	origin—are	highest	in	Columbus	(73.0%),	Whitehall	(55.0%),	
and	Reynoldsburg	(49.1%).	The	combined	16	districts	are	42.8%	minority,	as	compared	to	26.0%	statewide.	In	addition	to	CCS	
district, Groveport Madison local schools and reynoldsburg City schools each have more than one in three students who are 
black.	Enrollment	of	Asian	students	is	higher	than	10%	in	Dublin	City	Schools	and	New	Albany-Plain	Local	Schools,	and	Hispanic	
enrollment	is	higher	than	10%	in	Whitehall	City	Schools	and	South-Western	City	Schools.

table 10. race and ethnicity distribution by school district, school year 2011

 
all minority black,  

non-hispanic asian multiracial hispanic,  
any race

Bexley 17.5% 8.3% 1.7% 5.6% 1.6%
Canal Winchester 27.8% 16.9% 1.7% 7.4% 1.7%
Columbus 73.0% 58.9% 2.1% 5.1% 6.8%
dublin 29.3% 3.9% 16.1% 5.2% 3.9%
Gahanna-Jefferson 30.9% 17.7% 3.3% 6.7% 3.0%
Grandview heights 8.6% 0.9% 1.1% 4.7% 1.8%
Groveport Madison 46.7% 34.4% 2.2% 5.7% 4.2%
hamilton local 20.5% 10.8% 1.7% 5.5% 2.4%
hilliard 21.3% 5.7% 6.0% 4.7% 4.8%
new albany-Plain 23.3% 6.1% 10.2% 4.0% 2.9%
reynoldsburg 49.1% 34.5% 1.6% 9.1% 3.8%
south-Western 29.0% 12.1% 1.9% 4.4% 10.3%
upper arlington 10.4% 0.8% 6.1% 2.5% 0.9%
Westerville 35.1% 21.2% 2.5% 6.3% 4.8%
Whitehall 55.1% 31.0% 1.3% 7.7% 15.0%
Worthington 26.0% 8.5% 6.4% 6.3% 4.7%
16 districts total 42.8% 27.4% 4.2% 5.4% 5.7%
ohio public schools 26.0% 16.5% 1.7% 4.2% 3.5%

source: ohio department of education
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Since	school	year	2001,	the	combined	16	districts	have	an	enrollment	loss	of	more	than	16,900	non-Hispanic	white	students	
(-15.5%)	and	more	than	2,100	non-Hispanic	black	students	(-4.6%).	On	a	percentage	basis,	Franklin	County’s	decreases	in	
these two student groups are larger than losses seen statewide. in fact, public schools in ohio collectively increased enrollment of 
black	students	by	1.8%	during	the	same	period.	However,	the	growth	in	enrollment	for	Asian,	multiracial,	and	Hispanic	students	
that	occurred	in	Franklin	County’s	combined	16	districts	totaled	a	gain	of	more	than	26,800	students	and	represented	greater	
percentage growth than statewide for each group.

table 11. enrollment by race and ethnicity across 16 school districts in franklin county

enrollment 
sy 2011

change  
sy 2001—sy 2011

Percent change sy 2001—sy 2011

race/ethnicity 16 districts  16 districts  16 districts  ccs district ohio

total 161,523 -3,650 -2.2% -22.0% <0.1%
   White, non-hispanic 92,331 -16,930 -15.5% -41.6% -7.1%
   all minority 69,192 13,280 +23.8% -11.0% +27.8%
      Black, non-hispanic 44,204 -2,112 -4.6% -22.9% +1.8%
      asian 6,824 1,758 +34.7% -31.0% +47.6%
      Multiracial 8,668 7,259 +515.2% - +244.6%
      hispanic 9,166 6,367 +227.5% +181.2% +107.0%

source: ohio department of education

school performance ratings
The	distribution	of	enrollment	by	school	rating	differs	considerably	by	level	of	school	and	district.		Although	approximately	28%	of	
all	students	in	the	16	districts	attend	schools	with	a	rating	below	Effective,	the	same	is	true	of	73%	of	elementary	school	students	
in the CCs district.

table 12. schools and enrollment by school building rating across 16 districts of franklin county, school year 2011

 
schools enrollment

school with rating available 292 100.0% 159,493 100.0%
academic emergency 18 6.2% 4,870 3.1%
academic Watch 33 11.3% 13,941 8.7%
Continuous improvement 48 16.4% 25,430 15.9%
effective 46 15.8% 24,281 15.2%
excellent 104 35.6% 70,308 44.1%
excellent with distinction 43 14.7% 20,663 13.0%

source: ohio department of education
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academic achievement and high school graduation
Based	on	four	indicators	of	academic	achievement	in	Table	13,	the	16	districts	of	Franklin	County	have	mixed	results	in	
comparison	to	statewide	averages.		Relative	to	all	Ohio	public	schools,	the	combined	16	districts	have:

•		A	lower	percentage	of	children	scoring	in	the	top	two	bands	of	the	Kindergarten	Readiness	Assessment	for	Literacy	(KRA-L)	
and	achieving	proficiency	on	the	Ohio	Achievement	Assessments	(OAA)	5th	Grade	Science.

•		A	similar	percentage	of	students	achieving	proficiency	on	the	OAA	3rd	Grade	Reading	or	the	8th	Grade	Math.

•		A	higher	rate	of	proficiency	on	the	10th	Grade	Social	Studies	and	a	higher	rate	of	high	school	students	graduating	on	time.

In one classroom…
if a single classroom of 30 students	reflected	the	composition	of	students	across	the	16	public	school	districts:

•		7 or 8 would not be proficient on achievement tests of reading and Mathematics

•		3 would not graduate on time

table 13. selected indicators of academic achievement by district, school year 2011

 kindergarteners 
scoring in kra-l 

bands 2 or 3

Proficient on oaa 
3rd Grade reading

Proficient on oaa 
5th Grade science

Proficient on oaa 
8th Grade math

Proficient on 
10th Grade 

social studies

on-time 
graduation 

rate (sy 2010)
Bexley 96.5% 91.3% 89.4% 92.7% 97.2% 98.2%
Canal Winchester 85.4% 84.0% 81.9% 83.3% 91.3% 97.4%
Columbus 65.8% 60.7% 44.2% 47.6% 68.9% 77.6%
dublin 86.8% 91.4% 87.5% 91.5% 94.5% 98.2%
Gahanna-Jefferson 90.1% 89.3% 81.1% 78.8% 92.3% 94.9%
Grandview heights 92.1% 93.3% 83.5% 98.9% 94.9% 98.0%
Groveport Madison 59.6% 77.7% 62.5% 73.3% 72.5% 87.8%
hamilton local 81.1% 79.5% 81.4% 74.5% 85.0% 92.5%
hilliard 85.8% 87.9% 82.7% 88.9% 93.3% 94.9%
new albany-Plain 96.5% 94.4% 86.1% 89.4% 96.8% 98.5%
reynoldsburg 76.8% 83.8% 87.7% 78.3% 87.5% 97.0%
south-Western 64.6% 75.2% 65.5% 73.8% 76.3% 88.5%
upper arlington 95.6% 92.7% 86.7% 93.8% 96.7% 97.2%
Westerville 85.6% 89.7% 82.0% 82.2% 91.0% 93.3%
Whitehall 55.2% 65.2% 47.0% 73.2% 82.9% 90.4%
Worthington 92.8% 90.8% 80.9% 84.8% 91.8% 95.0%
16 districts total 75.8% 78.3% 68.6% 74.0% 84.0% 89.1%
ohio public schools 80.6% 79.9% 71.1% 74.3% 80.1% 84.3%

source: ohio department of education
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oBstaCles to aCadeMiC suCCess
educators know that what happens outside of the walls of a school building have a great impact on children’s academic success 
and achievements later in life. the personal issues, family situations, and neighborhood environments of children can either 
provide support or be an obstacle to student achievement. researchers refer to these as child “risk factors” and “protective 
factors.” this section provides an overview of this research and a profile of obstacles to academic success among the student 
population of Franklin County school districts.

child risks and assets
Social	scientists	categorize	child	risk	and	protective	factors	into	five	categories	or	“domains:”	(1)	individual	(such	as	
temperament	and	intelligence);	(2)	family	(such	as	parents’	educational	attainment);	(3)	Peers	(such	as	the	actions	and	values	
of	friends);	(4)	schools	(such	as	attachment	felt	toward	teachers	and	administrators);	and	(5)	community	(such	as	the	levels	of	
crime	in	the	neighborhood).	Table	14	summarizes	these	factors.1,2,3,4,5

table 14. common child risks and assets identified in research literature

domain risks assets/Protective factors

individual language and cultural barriers
Physical disability
emotional disturbance
depression
acting out
dependence
Hyperactivity/ADHD
low iQ
unhealthy dietary behaviors
low birth weight
obesity

Positive self-image
Follows	rules/self-disciplined
autonomy
emotional stability
Being female
Perceived sanctions for transgressions
involvement in productive leisure activities

family Domestic	violence/abuse
Low	socioeconomic	status/poverty
inconsistent discipline
Parent(s)	with	low	levels	of	education
antisocial parents
Poor parent-child relations
high mobility

high quality parenting skills
Parent(s)	with	higher	levels	of	education
Parent(s)	employed	in	a	management/professional	position
stable housing
Parental monitoring
strong parent-child bonds

Peer Peer rejection
inappropriate peer models
Friends who engage in problem behavior
Gang affiliation

Friends who engage in pro-social behavior
Peer acceptance

school Poor quality school
negative encounters with teachers
Low	GPA/test	scores	
low commitment to school
disruptive classroom behaviors
lack of participation in extracurricular activities

Positive attitude about school
Participation in one or more extracurricular activities
teacher encouragement

community Community disorganization
extreme economic deprivation
high levels of crime, violence, drugs, etc.
housing in poor physical condition
limited community resources
immigrant status
unemployment

social cohesion 
neighborhood pride

sources 6,	7,	8,	9,	10,	11,	12,	13,	14
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Before a child even enrolls in school, his or her family and living situation—such as parents’ education, family income, housing, 
and unemployment—may contribute potential obstacles that can impede a child’s academic success later in life. however, one 
particular circumstance does not always cause a child to struggle, and risk factors in one or more areas may work together in 
complicated ways. For instance, if a family’s income is low, chances are greater that the family lives in a neighborhood with higher 
rates of crime, so which factor has the greater impact on success is difficult to measure with certainty.

risk factors faced by franklin county children and youth

the data describing the Franklin County youth population in the previous section of this report include demographic indicators of 
individual, family, and community conditions that may pose obstacles to student success. the following are additional indicators 
of risk for Franklin County children: 

•		Poverty. 	In	Franklin	County,	one	in	five	school	age	children	(22.2%)	live	in	poverty	in	2010	(American	Community	Survey,	
ACS).	About	31%	of	children	in	Franklin	County	receive	food	stamp	assistance	(Franklin	County	Department	of	Job	and	
Family	Services),	compared	to	26%	statewide,	and	39%	of	the	nearly	790,000	requests	at	Franklin	County	food	pantries	in	
2010	were	for	children	(Mid-Ohio	Foodbank).	

•		housing instability.  Frequent moves and housing instability may negatively impact school attendance and achievement as 
students	adjust	to	a	new	living	situation	and	school.	In	2010,	20.3%	of	school	age	children	living	within	the	CCS	District	
boundaries	had	lived	in	a	different	house	one	year	ago	(ACS).	Of	these	movers,	85%	moved	within	Franklin	County.	Housing	
instability can lead to homelessness. More than 1,700 children were in families seeking emergency shelter in Franklin County 
in	2010	(Community	Shelter	Board).	In	school	year	2011,	CCS	identified	2,063	homeless	students,	4.2%	of	average	total	
enrollment	(Ohio	Department	of	Education,	ODE).	Among	all	Franklin	County	districts,	Groveport	Madison	Local	Schools	had	
the	highest	percentage	of	homeless	students	(7.9%).	

•		low birth weight.  Franklin County children are more likely to be born at a low birth weight than are babies in ohio or the 
United	States	—12.1%,	10.2%,	and	8.9%,	respectively	(2010	Pediatric	Nutrition	Surveillance,	Ohio	Department	of	Health).	
having a low birth weight places children at greater risk of having learning difficulties, scoring significantly lower on reading 
and mathematics tests, and dropping out of high school.15	

•		abuse and neglect.		From	2005	to	2009,	an	average	of	about	2,500	cases	of	child	abuse	or	neglect	were	substantiated	
each	year	in	Franklin	County	(Franklin	County	Department	of	Childrens	Services).	During	this	period,	the	number	of	cases	of	
neglect	decreased	almost	one-half	and	sexual	abuse	cases	decreased	by	more	than	30%.	However,	cases	of	physical	abuse	
almost	doubled	from	575	to	1,080	substantiated	cases	during	the	same	time	period.16 abuse and neglect put children at risk 
of	impaired	brain	development,	attention-deficit/hyperactivity,	depression,	posttraumatic	stress	disorder,	and	cognitive	and	
social difficulties.17

•		educational attainment of parents.		In	2010,	10.5%	of	Franklin	County	adults	age	25	years	and	over	did	not	have	a	high	
school	diploma	or	equivalent	and	nearly	one	in	four	(37.4%)	had	no	post-secondary	education	(ACS).	A	recent	long-term	
study demonstrated that parents’ education level affected their children’s educational and occupational success even 
decades	later:	children	with	more	highly	educated	parents	attained	more	education	by	age	19	than	did	children	with	less	
educated parents. in fact, parents’ education levels predict with great accuracy their children’s educational and occupational 
achievement as adults.18

•		access to early care and education.		In	Franklin	County,	most	3-	and	4-year-old	children	(58.5%)	were	not	enrolled	in	
preschool	in	2010	(ACS).	Those	children	who	are	enrolled	in	preschool	may	not	have	access	to	quality	care.	In	2011,	there	
were	six	children	ages	0-6	years	potentially	in	need	of	care	for	each	of	the	10,946	accredited	or	quality	rated	slots	for	
children	under	age	six	in	Franklin	County	(Action	for	Children	and	Census	2010).	In	addition	to	developing	cognitive	skills	
necessary for kindergarten, attending a preschool program at earlier ages cultivates a child’s emotional and social skills. 
some research suggests that the benefits of a robust preschool can endure for the next few decades of one’s life. the benefits 
include a greater likelihood of high school graduation and less chance of being involved in the criminal justice system or 
using illegal drugs.19

•		youth risk behaviors.  older youth may engage in risk behaviors as a result of the influence of their peer group. Criminal 
behavior, substance abuse, and teen pregnancy can be factors in school success and completion. Franklin County youth 
between the ages of 14 and 17 have a greater chance of entering the court system for a felony crime than do other students 
in	Ohio	(14.0%	versus	12.8%).	Franklin	County	youth	detention	centers	have	about	2,800	admissions	each	year	(Franklin	
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County	Court	of	Common	Pleas).		Among	Franklin	County	8th,	10th,	and	12th	graders	taking	the	2009	Primary	Prevention,	
Awareness,	Attitude	and	Use	Survey	(PPAAUS),	about	14%	of	reported	using	alcohol	once	or	twice	a	month,	about	7%	smoked	
cigarettes	one	or	more	a	week,	and	slightly	fewer	smoked	marijuana	each	week.	About	1	in	10	teenagers	(11.7%)	reported	
having ever used prescription drugs or over-the-counter medications to get high. in ohio, only one in three sexually active 
teenagers	(31.8%)	reported	using	birth	control	(Youth	Risk	Behavior	Survey).

•		school safety and bullying.  While at school, peers influence each other’s behavior and affect the classroom climate. among 
Franklin	County	8th,	10th,	and	12th	graders	taking	the	PPAAUS,	38%	of	students	reported	experiencing	bullying	at	school.	
Although	one-third	(33.7%)	of	students	reported	that	respect	between	students	is	strong	at	their	schools,	15.7%	reported	
feeling	afraid	for	their	physical	safety	at	school,	and	12%	experienced	physical	bullying.

risk characteristics of the student population
the characteristics of the student populations in Franklin County school districts provide another perspective on obstacles to 
education	success.	School	district	data	from	ODE	include	the	following	risk	indicators:	(1)	economically	disadvantaged	(eligible	
for	free	or	reduced	price	lunch	program),	(2)	in	the	same	school	less	than	a	full	academic	year,	(3)	Limited	English	Proficiency,	(4)	
school	discipline	occurrences,	and	(5)	disabilities.

In one classroom…
if a single classroom of 30 students	reflected	the	composition	of	the	students	across	all	16	districts	in	school	year	2011:

	 •		14 would be economically disadvantaged, up from 11 in school year 2007

	 •		2 would have limited english Proficiency

	 •		4 would have one or more disabilities

	 •		4 would be in the same school for less than a full academic year

•		more economically disadvantaged students in all districts.  in school year 2011, nearly half the students in Franklin County 
school	districts	(46.9%)	were	identified	as	economically	disadvantaged,	an	increase	from	37.9%	just	four	years	earlier.	
Economic	disadvantage	rates	increased	by	more	than	50%	in	9	of	the	16	districts.	

•		high student mobility rates in many districts.  in six districts—CCs, Groveport Madison local schools, Whitehall City 
schools, hamilton local schools, reynoldsburg City schools, and south-Western City schools—more than one in seven 
students were not in the same school for a full academic year. Many of these moves involve students moving from one 
district to another or between a district and a charter school. analysis of data on Franklin County students by CrP identified 
20,745	unique	students,	based	on	their	state	student	ID,	who	attended	CCS	and	at	least	one	other	district	or	charter	building	
within	Franklin	County	at	some	point	from	October	1,	2008,	through	the	end	of	the	school	year	2011	(Community	Research	
Partners,	2011).	

•		nearly 90 different languages spoken by ccs students.		In	the	CCS	District	boundaries,	one	in	ten	students	were	(9.7%)	
identified	as	having	Limited	English	Proficiency	(LEP)	in	school	year	2011.	As	many	as	89	different	languages	are	spoken	by	
CCS	students.	The	South-Western	and	Whitehall	districts	each	had	more	than	10%	of	their	respective	enrollments	as	LEP	
students,	and	there	were	more	than	11,800	LEP	students	across	the	16	districts.	

•		in nearly all districts, at least one in nine students has a disability.  among the students in all Franklin County school 
districts,	13.9%,	or	over	22,400	students,	have	one	or	more	disabilities,	which	could	include	learning	disabilities,	speech	
and	language	impairments,	cognitive	disabilities,	emotional	disturbances,	or	autism.	In	the	CCS	District,	about	5	of	30	
students	(17.2%)	receive	special	education	services,	and	a	comparable	number	(17.7%)	have	been	identified	as	gifted	and	
talented.

•		rate of disciplinary occurrences varies widely across districts.  in Columbus City schools in school year 2011, disciplinary 
occurrences	included	more	than:	20,100	instances	of	disobedient/disruptive	behavior;	10,800	instances	related	to	
harassment, fighting, or serious bodily injury; and 700 acts of unwelcome sexual conduct. the highest rates of disciplinary 
action were in Columbus City schools, Canal Winchester, Whitehall, and reynoldsburg.
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table 15. selected indicators of risk by district

economically disadvantaged students other factors, school year 2011

 
sy 2011

rate 
sy 2011

rate 
sy 2007

in same school  
less than full 

academic year

limited english 
Proficiency 

disciplinary 
occurrences per 

100 students

With one 
or more 

disabilities
Bexley 1,935 9.2% 7.5% 3.0% 1.0% 2.2 10.8%
Canal Winchester 2,507 27.2% 15.0% 8.4% 2.5% 39.1 12.4%
Columbus 9,000 81.9% 73.3% 19.8% 9.7% 72.0 17.1%
dublin 11,702 14.0% 10.2% 6.4% 8.0% 4.9 8.7%
Gahanna-Jefferson 5,230 25.6% 15.4% 8.4% 2.4% 17.6 15.3%
Grandview heights 895 18.0% 9.6% 3.1% - 1.6 11.5%
Groveport Madison 2,415 58.0% 37.0% 21.3% 3.1% 27.9 17.3%
hamilton local 1,155 61.6% 40.3% 17.3% 1.1% 17.8 10.6%
hilliard 11,592 22.4% 15.0% 6.2% 7.3% 11.7 11.4%
new albany-Plain local 3,900 7.0% 3.9% 4.9% 1.9% 5.0 11.3%
reynoldsburg 3,396 41.5% 26.4% 14.5% 4.9% 28.6 14.0%
south-Western 8,784 54.6% 31.0% 14.5% 10.9% 16.0 14.5%
upper arlington 5,464 1.4% 1.1% 11.9% 1.1% 2.0 8.8%
Westerville 10,112 28.3% 22.2% 8.4% 7.3% 21.3 12.8%
Whitehall 685 75.7% 63.0% 18.5% 13.1% 36.5 14.3%
Worthington 6,968 23.4% 14.1% 6.9% 4.8% 8.0 11.8%
16 districts total 85,740 46.9% 37.9% 13.1% 7.3% - 13.9%
ohio public schools 960,257 45.1% 35.3% - 2.0% 23.1 -

source: ohio department of education 
note: disciplinary occurrences include multiple instances for a single child.
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ChaMPion oF Children
champion of children means education at united Way of central ohio 
We all have a stake in making sure that today’s children grow up equipped with the skills to succeed in school and life.  For this to 
happen, it is critical that our community is committed to children’s education. 

For nearly two decades, Champion of Children has been a respected resource in our community. in 2010, Champion of Children 
joined forces with united Way of Central ohio to combine the efforts of devoted volunteers, experts, investors, staff, and community 
members in meeting our community’s education needs.  

We believe that anyone who assists in any way in the advancement of educational goals for youth is a champion of children.  our 
work starts early to prepare children for school and provides ongoing resources that encourage our youth to reach their academic 
and career potential. We are committed to helping children and youth succeed. 

under the expanded Champion of Children banner, united Way of Central ohio continues to:

•	 fund effective programs that make real differences in the care and education of children and young people;

•	 engage with a variety of community partners to increase awareness and commitment to advancing our children’s education;

•	 educate the community through the dissemination of relevant research and information;

•	 support parents and caregivers with training and tools to promote learning;

•	 advocate for those who are too young to speak for themselves but are the future of our community;

•	 connect willing volunteers with ways to serve children and youth;

•	 celebrate and share outstanding work and collaboration in the field of education in central ohio.
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bold Goals for education in central ohio
In	2009,	United	Way	of	Central	Ohio	made	an	unprecedented	ten-year	commitment	to	the	Columbus	community	at-large	to	achieve	
9	Bold	Goals	in	the	areas	of	Education,	Income,	Health	and	Home.		The	ambitious	but	attainable	Bold	Goals	build	on	previous	work,	
setting clear targets for broad-based community change.  they also allow us to track and demonstrate our progress along the way.  
Champion of Children efforts focus on two goals:

community result 10- year bold Goal

Children enter kindergarten ready to succeed; increase the percentage of young children entering kindergarten in Franklin 
County public school districts who score in the top two screening categories 
of	the	Kindergarten	Readiness	Assessment	–	Literacy	(KRA-L)	from	75.8%	to	
85%.

youth graduate from high school well prepared for college and career. increase the percentage of students who graduate from high school in 
Franklin	County	public	school	districts	from	87%	to	95%.

these bold goals will not be achieved easily.  But these goals can be achieved—with committed champions for change who 
realize that the best way to leap forward is to rally together around common objectives and educate our community on what can be 
accomplished when we have a shared purpose.

achieving the bold Goals for education 
through Champion of Children, there are opportunities for everyone to get involved, to Give, advocate or Volunteer in one or more 
ways to advance educational efforts in central ohio.  

figure 2. champion of children: helping our children and youth succeed

impact investments
in 2011, united Way of Central ohio invested nearly $10 million in efforts to help children and youth succeed.  More than 95,000 
children and young people are touched by united Way-funded programs and initiatives related to education each year.

columbus kids: ready set learn, a groundbreaking community collaborative program managed by united Way, focuses on 
reaching	every	2.5	-	4	year	old	child	in	the	Columbus	City	Schools	District	to	make	sure	they	are	ready	for	kindergarten.	With	
the	help	of	106	partners,	Columbus	Kids	has	already	completed	assessments	of	more	than	3,000	children	in	central	Columbus,	
Weinland Park, and south linden.  it has recently expanded into the south side. 

Following the assessments, parents are given materials to help them address any identified needs. For more serious issues, 
Columbus kids connects families with services to help their child. 

Birth kindergarten Graduation

community Partnerships

volunteer engagement

advocacy/Public Policy

community awareness/engagement

kindergarten readiness 
Program/initiative investments

high school Graduation 
Program/initiative investments
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To	date,	the	assessments	have	found	that	55%	of	the	children	were	on	target	in	school	readiness	skills,	28.5%	needed	
intervention,	and	16%	needed	monitoring.	Social	and	emotional	development	was	the	primary	reason	children	needed	more	
assessment. lack of fine motor skills, like properly using crayons and pencils, was the number one reason children needed 
monitoring. 

Research	shows	that	Columbus	Kids	is	working.	Results	from	a	sample	of	59	children	showed	that	30%	of	the	children	
improved in the developmental areas assessed by the screening tool.

start smart is a public-private partnership designed to increase children’s readiness for kindergarten and success in school.  
Begun	in	July,	2000	with	more	than	50	funding,	planning	and	implementing	partners,	Start	Smart	works	to	improve	the	
availability and quality of early learning centers in Franklin County. start smart efforts are based on brain research showing 
that the quality of early interactions increases children’s capacity to learn.   

In	2011,	there	were	100	Start	Smart	centers,	50	of	which	were	accredited	by	the	National	Association	for	the	Education	of	
Young	Children	or	Ohio’s	Step	Up	To	Quality,	and	13	of	which	received	quality	awards.		Start	Smart	provided	just	over	100	
subsidized	infant/toddler	child	care	slots,	as	well	as	professional	development	opportunities	to	145	early	educators.

born learning is start smart’s parent education and awareness component.  Born learning provides parents with easy-to-
use	materials,	helping	turn	everyday	occurrences	into	teachable	moments—approximately	6,400	Born	Learning	packets	were	
distributed last year. Born learning volunteers also conducted 127 workshops in 2011 alone, reaching the families of nearly 
1,800 children.  

advocacy / Public Policy
starting behind and unable to catch up without significant interventions and support in place, too many young people drop out 
before graduation, or graduate unprepared to succeed in higher education or the workplace.  these are not just individual and 
family challenges. they are challenges to the systems in which we live—the school systems, and the social, economic, and 
political systems of the community. 

therefore, united Way of Central ohio engages in advocacy because it strengthens our organizational capacity for affecting 
community change and impact.  

uWCo’s Public Policy agenda is developed with our volunteer committees and targets specific issues, policies, and services that 
promote strong communities.  early care and education is one of united Way of Central ohio’s two highest priority issues.  

specifically, united Way of Central ohio supports public policies that increase opportunities for ohio’s children to receive high 
quality early care and education from birth to age six, with an emphasis on:

•	 Maintaining	state	investments	in	programs	that	increase	quality	of	care,	such	as	TEACH	and	Step	Up	To	Quality.

•	 Promoting	services	for	expectant	parents,	newborns,	infants	and	toddlers	and	their	families.

•	 Maintaining	early	care	and	education	services	for	employed	individuals	earning	low	wages.

volunteer engagement
Champions of Children who wish to volunteer will find no shortage of opportunities, from hands-on tasks to committee work.  
Champions may choose to serve directly in united-Way funded programs or with united Way affinity groups such as Gennext, 
Pride Gives and the Women’s leadership Council.  Volunteers drive united Way decisions by participating on committees such as 
the education impact Council, the kindergarten readiness results committee, the high school Graduation results Committee, and 
more. 

early in 2012, united Way of Central ohio will launch a new web-based program that allows individuals to connect directly with 
volunteer opportunities in the areas of education, income, health and home. (liveunitedcentralohio.org/volunteer)  in addition, 
each Wednesday, united Way’s web site and social media posts highlight a specific, current volunteer need in the community with 
our volunteer Wednesday spotlight.  
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of course, many companies and individuals choose to take part in community care day, the largest single-day volunteering 
effort	in	central	Ohio.		Over	the	past	20	years,	Community	Care	Day	has	mobilized	more	than	75,000	volunteers	and	provided	
an estimated half million dollars in equivalent labor costs to united Way member agencies, other nonprofit organizations, 
neighborhood groups and local schools in need of help.  

community Partnerships
Partnerships with residents, schools, funders, agencies, government organizations and businesses are pivotal to our work.  
We know that we must have a shared vision of how we want to move the needle on education, and we must work together to 
make it happen.  through active participation in community partnerships, including learn4life, Partners achieving Community 
Transformation	(PACT),	and	the	Weinland	Park	Collaborative,	United	Way	works	to	address	non-academic	barriers	that	stand	in	
the way of school success by aligning and integrating efforts, leveraging resources, capitalizing on strengths, and identifying and 
addressing barriers and gaps.

community awareness/engagement
involving the whole community in our work takes two-way conversations, and Champion of Children is using a variety of methods 
to create ongoing dialogue about education across our community.  

in 2011, we launched the champion of children education Journal, an interactive electronic publication that discusses important 
developments, highlights the work of people and organizations in our community, and explores ideas that can help all our 
students succeed. it includes interviews with area thought leaders, research briefs, profiles of volunteers who are changing young 
lives, and opportunities to get involved.  the education Journal is free and arrives in your inbox ten times a year. subscribe at 
liveunitedcentralohio.org/join-our-champion-of-children-mailing-list.

community conversations let	us	tap	into	the	thoughts	and	dreams	of	area	residents	and	workers.	More	than	450	people	have	
participated	in	more	than	50	conversations	across	the	county,	sharing	a	wealth	of	personal	insights	and	ideas	for	change.		United	
Way uses the knowledge to help guide our core work and strategies as well as to build stronger outreach and advocacy efforts.  

the hundreds of people who have taken part in Community Conversations care deeply about the state of our community, our 
schools, and our young people.  not surprisingly, they see education as a significant community issue, with both problems and 
solutions arising from within the community.  

Community Conversation participants say we need to: 
	 •		strengthen	teaching	and	teachers	

	 •		involve	and	engage	parents

	 •		connect	the	schools	and	the	community	

	 •		look	at	the	whole	child	and	each	child’s	individual	needs	

	 •		help	students	see	a	positive	future	and	build	their	aspirations

champion of children 2012 broadcast and event. For	the	19th	year,	Champion	of	Children	has	invited	business	and	community	
leaders, educators, parents and caregivers to come together for dialogue on critical issues affecting children and education in 
central ohio.  With the generous support of corporate, media and individual sponsors, we are able to broadcast the event to all who 
care deeply about our future, and to provide a community-wide call to action. it will take our entire community united together to 
accomplish the bold Goals for education and create lasting change in central ohio.  



18

learn4liFe
Columbus is one of the best places in the country to raise a family.20 a growing city and economy with top-rated attractions—such 
as the Columbus Zoo and aquarium,21 the Center of science & industry,22 the Columbus Metropolitan library,23 huntington Park,24 
and	world	class	medical	(The	Ohio	State	University)	and	research	institutions	(Battelle	Memorial	Institute)—are	a	few	reasons	why	
residents are proud to call this city home. Columbus, like many urban communities, endeavors to be a city that supports, nurtures, 
and advances the quality of life for its citizens.

one major quality indicator of a thriving community is the educational attainment and achievement of its students. schools 
(preschool	through	post-secondary)	that	have	high	standards,	rigorous	curriculum,	and	top-notch	teachers	who	help	children	and	
students reach their potential is critical to the enduring success of every community.

however, there is a growing recognition that…

•	 Students’	academic	success	and	achievement	depends	upon	factors	beyond	school	walls.

•	 Schools	and	families	are	not	the	sole	source	of	educational	support	for	children	and	youth.

•	 Improving	the	performance	of	students	and	schools	requires	a	well-planned,	broad-based,	community-wide	commitment.	

this is the rationale driving learn4life, a community-wide collaborative of educators, business leaders, colleges and universities, 
child and family service agencies, faith-based organizations, civic leaders, charitable foundations and public officials. this 
diverse group has come together to create a new cradle-to-career educational support framework designed to provide central 
ohio’s children and students with a pathway to personal and professional success.  

learn4life is part of a national network addressing academic and non-academic barriers to educational success. With initial 
investments from the nationwide insurance Foundation, american electric Power, the JPMorgan Chase Foundation, and the 
Columbus City schools education Foundation, the organization began operations in July 2011. 



19		|  Franklin County’s Children: a look at their lives in and out of the classroom

moving toward systemic community solutions
there are a number of factors that impact student achievement, such as community, family and neighborhood environments, 
material and health resources, and personal motivation. each year, thousands of students are considered at risk academically 
due	to	chronic	absenteeism,	disciplinary	issues,	and/or	below	grade	level	proficiency	in	mathematics	and	reading,	as	indicated	by	
Columbus City schools data.25 

research indicates that…

•	 Chronic	absenteeism	is	associated	with	lower	academic	performance	starting	as	early	as	first	grade;	by	sixth	grade,	chronic	
absence is a “clear predictor of students dropping out of school.26

•	 Discipline	sanctions	that	result	in	out	of	school	time	are	linked	to	academic	underperformance,	less	investment	in	school	
rules and course work, less “bonding” to school, and potential increase of risk of antisocial behavior.27

•	 One	in	six	students	who	are	reading	below	grade	level	in	the	third	grade	does	not	graduate	from	high	school	on	time,	a	rate	
four times greater than that for proficient readers.28

•	 According	to	a	review	of	the	research,	students	who	have	persistent	difficulty	with	math	in	elementary	school	were	 
“13	percentage	points	less	likely	to	graduate	from	high	school	and	29	percentage	points	less	likely	to	attend	college.”29

learn4life acknowledges the complex conditions surrounding student achievement. however, there is evidence to suggest that 
through collaboration, we can help students overcome obstacles and identify a path to achieve success.  

Did you know?
•		34%	of	children	entering	kindergarten	in	Columbus	City	Schools	require	reading	intervention30 

•		52%	of	Columbus	eighth-graders	are	not	proficient	in	math31

•		59%	of	Columbus	City	Schools	graduates	who	enroll	in	a	two	or	four	year	degree	program	will	need	math	remediation32

learn4life cradle-to-career framework
it is the aspiration of learn4life to create a culture of community ownership for education and to inspire students. the 
organization will focus on academic and non-academic barriers to learning that can affect educational experiences. learn4life 
will promote the use of effective practices, reliable data, and a continuous improvement process to increase the number of 
students achieving academic success. 

figure 3. cradle-to-career community infrastructure33
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learn4life has been influenced by similar organizations in Canton and dayton, and its framework is based on the work of strive 
together of Cincinnati. this framework consists of four pillars considered critical for building a ccommunity infrastructure: shared 
community vision, evidenced-based decision-making, collaborative action, and investment and sustainability.

learn4life will utilize data to make decisions and measure its collective progress on indicators in an objective manner. learn4life 
will serve as a partner and mechanism that will bring together experienced leadership to explore how central ohio can better 
address academic and non-academic barriers to success. the organization will work with action teams that will review the data 
and research related to their assigned goals and indicators, identify potential strategies, and develop a continuous improvement 
plan that will be integral to addressing needs, problems and opportunities.  

figure 4. learn4life goals and indicators

the learn4life Governing Board has selected the following key goals and indicators.  

The	indicators	(1a,	2a,	and	3a	above)	will	constitute	Learn4Life’s	initial	focus	in	2012.	Additional	key	indicators	will	be	targeted	in	
future years. the following is an overview of the data and research that supports the selection of learn4life’s goals and indicators. 

Goal: be prepared for school
the foundation for reading success is built well before kindergarten, beginning in infancy and developing throughout the preschool 
years. Children who enter kindergarten with essential foundational skills for reading are ready to take advantage of reading 
instruction. however, children who enter kindergarten without these skills start behind and without early intervention, they may 
stay behind.

indicator 1a: Increase the percentage of children entering kindergarten scoring in the highest band of the readiness 
assessment

Ohio’s	Kindergarten	Readiness	Assessment-Literacy	(KRA-L)	is	an	evaluation	of	children’s	early	reading	skills	prior	to	kindergarten.	
scores are divided into three bands used to guide educators’ decisions regarding further assessment and instruction. Band 1, 
the lowest-scoring band, indicates a need for assessing the student for “specialized” instruction. Band 2 indicates a need for 
assessing	for	“targeted	skill”	instruction,	and	Band	3	indicates	the	child	is	ready	for	“enriched”	instruction.	Each	band	suggests	
the appropriate level of instruction.

as shown in the following graph, Columbus City schools has a higher percentage of students scoring in Band 1 of the kra-l, 
the	lowest	band,	compared	to	the	state	average.	More	than	34%	of	students	in	Columbus	City	Schools	scored	in	Band	1	and	are	
already at-risk academically and in need of specialized instruction. 
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figure 5. kindergarten readiness | Percentage of students scoring in band 1 of the kra-l34

source: ohio department of education 

indicator 1b: Increase the percentage of students who are proficient in reading in third grade

“reading proficiently by the end of the third grade can be a make-or-break benchmark in a child’s educational development,” 
according to a special report by the annie e. Casey Foundation.35 reading proficiently by the end of third grade matters because 
from that point forward, students are reading to learn subject content in all other academic areas. 

As	the	following	graph	illustrates,	60.8%	of	Columbus	City	Schools	students	scored	proficient	or	above	in	third	grade	reading,	
according	to	Ohio	Achievement	Assessment	(OAA)	scores,	as	compared	to	the	statewide	average	of	79.9%.36

figure 6. third Grade reading | ohio achievement assessment scores (at or above the proficient level)

source: ohio department of education 
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Goal: succeed academically, graduate, and be prepared for post-secondary education
Most students who drop out do so during their high school years but these high-risk students can often be identified much earlier 
by their attendance record and academic performance. districts with higher poverty levels often face unique challenges in helping 
their students succeed. these students need academic, emotional, and social support from families and communities—support 
that families and communities may not be equipped to provide—to overcome non-academic barriers such as mental health 
issues, truancy, and teen pregnancy. 

indicator 2a: Increase the percentage of students who are proficient in mathematics in eighth grade

one initial focus of learn4life is to increase the number of students proficient in eighth grade mathematics. science, technology, 
engineering	and	math	(STEM)	are	at	the	forefront	of	skills	necessary	to	be	successful	in	the	workforce.	According	to	the	National	
Governors association, “over the past 10 years, steM jobs grew three times faster than non-steM jobs.”37 students who fall behind in 
math find it difficult to reach grade level proficiency. Falling behind will not only keep students from getting a diploma, but also a job.

As	the	following	graph	shows,	in	2010-2011,	47.6%	of	eighth	grade	students	in	Columbus	City	Schools	were	considered	proficient	
in	mathematics,	compared	to	74.2%	statewide.38

figure 7. eighth grade mathematics | ohio achievement assessment scores, at or above proficient level

source: ohio department of education 

indicator 2b: Increase the percentage of students who graduate from high school

students without a high school diploma are severely limited when it comes to career opportunities, and those who fail to complete 
high school tend to have higher rates of unemployment and incarceration.39 academic disengagement is often gradual, so it is 
possible to identify at-risk students early and develop appropriate interventions. 

In	2009-2010,	77.6%	of	high	school	students	graduated	on-time40 from Columbus City schools, as compared to the statewide 
average	of	84.3%.	There	were	2,798	graduates	and	809	non-graduates.41
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figure 8. high school graduation rates

 source: ohio department of education

Goal: earn a post-secondary degree or certificate 

Increasingly,	post-secondary	certificates	and/or	degrees	are	essential	for	creating	a	foundation	for	a	meaningful	career.	

according to the alliance for excellent education, “in today’s complex global economy, post-secondary education is increasingly 
necessary for the success of individual citizens and the nation as a whole.”42	In	2009,	individuals	with	less	than	a	high	school	
diploma	were	reportedly	earning	an	average	of	$454	per	week.	That	amount	increased	to	$626	with	a	diploma,	$699	with	some	
post-secondary	coursework,	and	$761	with	an	associate’s	degree.	It	also	was	reported	that	an	individual	with	a	bachelor’s	degree	
earned	an	average	of	$1,025	per	week.43 

indicator 3a: Reduce the percentage of students needing remediation in post-secondary programs

The	United	States	loses	more	than	$5.6	billion	per	year	due	to	remedial	education	costs.	This	figure	includes	$3.6	billion	to	provide	
remedial education to students who have recently completed high school and an additional $2 billion in lost wages over a lifetime 
for students who drop out of college and therefore reduce their earning potential.44

nationally, approximately one-third of all college freshmen enroll in at least one remedial course.45	In	Columbus	City	Schools,	33%	
of	students	enrolling	in	post-secondary	coursework	require	English	remediation	and	59%	require	mathematics	remediation.46
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figure 9. students requiring post-secondary remediation in english

source: ohio  Board of regents

figure 10. students requiring post-secondary remediation in mathematics

source: ohio  Board of regents

indicator 3b: Increase the number of students enrolling in a post-secondary degree or certificate program

the 21st century global economy demands education beyond high school, whether it is a high-skill certificate or a two- or four-
year degree. students, families and teachers must have access to college and career information. lack of support and financial 
barriers	must	be	addressed.	In	2008,	31%	of	Columbus	City	Schools	graduates	entered	either	a	two-year	or	four-year	Ohio	public	
institution,	compared	to	the	state	average	of	39%.47 
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figure 11. Post-secondary education enrollment 

 
  source: ohio Board of regents

indicator 3c: Increase the number of students graduating with a post-secondary degree or certificate

individuals with higher levels of education tend to have higher incomes, better employment benefits, and better overall health 
than individuals with lower levels of education. this leads to substantial variation in the magnitude of health disparities across 
educational groups over time. however, increases in educational attainment also suggest the possibility of using education as a 
means to improve overall quality of life.48

The	following	table	shows	that	39.1%	of	Columbus	City	Schools	students	who	enrolled	in	a	two-or-four	year	certificate	or	degree	
program at an ohio public institution in 2004 graduated by 2010. according to the report on the Condition of higher education in 
Ohio,	six	year	graduation/retention	rates	for	Ohio’s	public	four-year	institutions	are	73%	overall.49

table 16. high school Graduates, public college entrance data | columbus city school district graduate 

 ohio Public colleges status enrolled

six-year Graduation rates

% earning a certificate 
or associates degree

% earning a bachelor’s 
degree or higher

Community Colleges
Full-time 107 14.0% 7.5%
Part-time 27 11.1% 3.7%

university regional Campuses
Full-time 41 0.0% 43.9%
Part-time 3 33.3% 33.3%

university Main Campuses
Full-time 454 1.3% 42.7%
Part-time 5 0.0% 40.0%

total 637 3.9% 35.2%

source: ohio Board of regents
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future direction
Placing the full responsibility of school achievement and the healthy development of children and students on families and schools 
will not change the odds and outcomes. Changing the trajectory from risk and failure to academic success requires a new way of 
doing business—one based on the evidence of what works and our collective community partnerships and actions.50

tackling academic and non-academic barriers students face requires that we operate as a united front, working side-by-side 
with community leaders, stakeholders and families. through a common vision, sustained focus, and a commitment to continuous 
improvement strategies, learn4life will work to ensure that every child has the opportunity to succeed. 

the learn4life Board identified three critical targets for one urban school district on which to focus in its first year. learn4life has 
been given the charge to meet with stakeholders, learn from other states and communities and review the research to understand 
what works and what actions and priorities will make a difference for our children. in the near future, learn4life plans to reach out 
to other area school districts to seek their interest and support in this effort. 

the Board and staff of learn4life look forward to working with you to help create a thriving, more prosperous Columbus. it will  
take everyone’s commitment to this mission if we are going to make this city the best place to live, work, and most importantly, 
raise a family. 
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Get involved in issues, strategies and programs 

www.liveunitedcentralohio.org/champion-of-children

Get behind community partnerships 

www.learn4lifecolumbus.org
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