
It is time to renew our commitment to eliminating poverty and reverse its 
social and economic consequences. Together, we can lift millions of 
hard working Americans out of poverty and put our country back on the 
right path. 

Learn what Heartland Alliance is doing
right now to eliminate poverty here in
Illinois at www.heartlandalliance.org

www.heartlandalliance.org

@HeartlandHelps
fb.com/heartlandalliance
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At a time when our economy is producing more than ever before, 
the persistance of poverty is increasingly troubling, but as the 
War on Poverty proved, we can reduce poverty. Here’s how:

RaisE the Minimum wage

EXTEND UNEMPLOYMENT benefits

Reverse cuts to food stamps

AND INVEST IN
LOW INCOME COMMUNITIES

ReinforcE the safety net

Together, We can end Poverty

The War on

50 years ago, Lyndon Johnson declared war on poverty, prompting the creation of dozens
of federal programs aimed alleviating poverty and striking at its roots. Today, just how 
much progress has been made?
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across the board

In 1964, President Johnson responded to the crisis

-Lyndon B Johnson, State of the Union Address, January 8th, 1964

This administration today, here 
and now, declares unconditional 
war on poverty in America.

But, 50 years since Johnson’s historic speech and the ensuing policies 
which brought about significant change, the situation has regressed.
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OF Americans Were
living in Poverty
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That year, Congress passed the Economic Opportunity Act, which had four
principle goals:

Eliminate Poverty
EXPAND EDUCATION
BROADEN THE SAFETY NET
AND CARE FOR THE ELDERLY


