


Education is a human right
Everyone has the right to education
(Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 26)
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Our Vision
Sustainable peace and development through education.

Our Mission
To assist bright children from poor families and disadvantaged communities access education by providing scholarships and 

other opportunities at the secondary school level.

Our Process

Sponsor-A-Child 
Programme

Leadership Training & 
Psychosocial Support 

Programme

Pupil & Teacher 
Motivation Programme

“To provide education 
scholarships and other 

academic opportunities to 
bright children from 

socially disadvantaged 
backgrounds…”

“To provide leadership, life 
skills coaching and 

psychological support to 
help sponsored children 

overcome poverty related 
barriers inhibiting their 
educational success…”

“To improve quality of 
education through 

enhanced pupil and 
teacher motivation at 
primary school level…”
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Sharing The Power of A Small Act

My ultimate vision is to see a Kenya where no child fails to

or get an education because of lack of financial means by his

or her family. I started HBEF as one small act, one tiny step

aimed at realizing that broad vision and I believe earnestly

that this vision will one day become a reality. Education

should not be seen as a privilege; it is a basic human right

that should be enjoyed by all irrespective of where they live.

All governments the world over, including Kenya, have a

responsibility to ensure that education is made accessible to

all, and that this primordial role of Government is not

left with charities or well-wishers. If children in other

countries are able to access education as a basic right,

Kenyan  ch i ld ren  shou ld  as  we l l . 

As we all know, in Kenya, as in many other countries,

educationis a life-and-death issue; education is also a

pre-requisite to peace because those without education are

usually disempowered and are unable to reap the economic

benefit of their society; such a disempowered population

could easily fall into desperation that can lead 

to hopelessness, which itself can breed deadly

violence and conflict. Access to education can therefore

determine whether you survive in today’s world or not.

We must therefore help our Kenyan children enjoy this

basic right to education in the same way as their fellow

children in other progressive parts of the world.

Our children should not feel disadvantaged to be living in 

Kenya. As prominent Irish activist and musician Bono says, 

where you live should not determine whether you live. Please 

join me in doing small acts aimed at supporting the education of

desperately poor children, while at the same time helping us

advocate for the full recognition of this right by 

governments all over the world, starting with that of Kenya.

HOPE.PEACE.ACTION
is grounded in our belief in

the power of education and

the impact of a small act.

“
“
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Our goal is: 
To bring ….HOPE.  Hilde gave me hope.  By receiving 

her sponsorship, I began to see a future for myself outside 

of my village and the cycle of poverty.  We want to bring this 

hope to other children and inspire the next generation of 

Kenyan youth by helping them break the cycle of poverty.

To promote…PEACE.  With hope and an educational 

foundation comes peace.  Through education, we seek to 

give Kenyan youth greater knowledge and global awareness 

and challenge them to be leaders.

To prompt…ACTION.  To inspire hope and promote 

peace requires action. Just one small act, supporting just 

one student, can change the student’s future, their families 

and community’s future…even the world’s future.    

My journey with HBEF is just beginning.  We have 

accomplished a lot with very little, we are leveraging our 

exciting momentum and we have ambitious plans for the 

future.  HOPE. PEACE. ACTION is grounded in 

our belief in the power of education and the impact of a small 

act. Help us inspire hope in tomorrow’s leaders and promote 

peace by taking action today. 

Chris Mburu

Founder, Chairman
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A Year of Growth

More than a decade later, the Hilde Back Education Fund 

(HBEF) continues to be committed to the promotion of 

education as a fundamental human right; a significant 

milestone for any charitable organization, particularly one 

from such humble beginnings.  From just 10 beneficiaries 

when the programme started in 2001, we have to date 

supported 179 beneficiaries, with 110 joining the programme 

in 2011.  

As we have progressed, HBEF has placed great value on 

partnerships with individuals and other organizations. As a 

result of the support we have received, we have been fortunate 

to attract gifts and grants despite the tough economic times 

around the world.  Thanks to the generous support of our 

core donor who supports all our operational costs, we 

are able to direct 100% of the public 

donations to supporting the children 

in our programme.

Within the pages of this report, you will notice that we have 

taken a series of steps to position ourselves to achieve 

greater impact.  We strive to be strategic and focused in 

our efforts, so that our resources are put to their best use in 

working to transform the lives of our beneficiaries, expanding 

access to Education, improving quality and strengthening 

student outcomes; to create lasting change.  Their stories 

and accomplishments continue to inspire us and reinforce 

our commitment to help others live with hope, dignity and 

purpose.  Each one of them continues to overcome significant 

barriers to achieve remarkable success.

M
ILE

ST
ON

ES 179
scholarships 
awarded to date

>1000 
individual donors

112
HILDE Circle members

86
partner schools 

4
provinces where we work
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Education is increasingly essential for individual well-being and national prosperity and our advocacy work has reached thousands 

more; with the film A Small Act which highlights the work of HBEF receiving an Emmy nomination for Best Documentary in 2011.  

Our work requires action.  There are still many more bright Kenyan children unable to afford secondary school, and we invite 

your support towards inspiring hope and promoting peace through education.  

Thanks to our donors, for enabling us do the work that we do; our Board members for giving so generously of your time, wisdom 

and support; and especially the staff of HBEF who have shown such commitment and dedication to the Fund and all we stand for.

With renewed focus and shared optimism, HBEF will be there to support and transform the lives of young people in Kenya and 

promote peace through education; and hope you will join us in embracing these unique possibilities.

Lizzie Chongoti

Executive Director

Hilde Back Education Fund
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GIVING THE GIFT OF EDUCATION 
“HBEF believes that education is a basic 
human right, and strives to provide 
hope to bright Kenyan children from 
socially disadvantaged backgrounds 
through the provision of education 
scholarships and other academic 
opportunities.”
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Sponsorship

According to the Ministry of Education an estimated 200,000 

Kenyan children in the year 2011, were unable to transit from 

primary school to secondary school due to poverty related 

problems.

Our mission at HBEF is to assist bright children from poor 

families and disadvantaged communities’ access education 

by providing scholarships and other opportunities at the 

secondary school level. Through our sponsor-to-child 

programme, persons can directly support a needy child’s 

education. Under this arrangement, the sponsor commits 

to support a specific child through four years of secondary 

school, while the child on his/her part commits to work hard 

and attain their full academic potential. 

We work to build a strong sponsor-child communication. 

A sponsor can become a mentor/friend to the child by 

exchanging letters. In addition, we provide progress reports on 

the child every school holiday (April, August and December).

For a monthly ($55), yearly ($650), or one time gift totaling 

$2,600 one can support a child through four years of school.

A big thank you goes out to all individuals and/or groups who 

have made commitments to support a child through four years 

of secondary school. It is such support that has enabled us to 

provide academic scholarships to bright and needy children in 

Kenya, and we remain grateful for your partnership.

Selection and Scholarship Awards 

2011

We are pleased to announce that we held another successful 

round of scholarship awards at the beginning of the year 2011. 

Sponsors by country

USA

UK

Sweden

Kenya

Ireland

Canada

Australia

Our Sponsor-to-Child (STC) Programme 

provides both sponsors and the sponsored 

children the unique opportunity to jointly 

experience the journey of lives being 

transformed over time.

“
“

Betty Chomba-Njuguna                                                          
Programme Officer – 
Sponsorships
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A panelist comprising of three Board Members, the Executive 

Director and two senior HBEF staff were tasked with the 

process of screening applications on the basis of academic 

performance and socio-economic backgrounds so as to 

provide a shortlist of potential candidates for the scholarships.

A second panel comprising of an HBEF official, the District 

Education Officer, a Head teacher, zonal local officer and a 

local leader then carried out one-on-one interviews of the 

shortlisted applicants. 

At the end of the exercise, 110 deserving students from parts 

of Central, Eastern, Nyanza and Rift Valley provinces, were 

awarded full 4-year academic scholarships.

The National selection process which involves calling for 

applications, shortlisting potential candidates, carrying out 

interviews of shortlisted candidates, awarding of scholarships 

and matching of beneficiaries to sponsors; took a period of 

two months beginning January and ending in the month of 

February.

Each year we receive scores of 

applications from across the country 

for our HBEF Education Scholarships

“
“



THE GIFT OF SPONSORSHIP
Sponsoring a child with the Hilde Back Education Fund gives one the unique opportunity to nurture a 

needy child's education dreams into reality. Thousands of gifted children in Kenya with a promising 

future are forced by financial difficulties to discontinue their studies. You can make a difference!

Our sponsor-to-child programme links you directly with a child making it possible to communicate 

throughexchange of letters, as well as receive regular updates on a child's performance. Both sponsors 

and the sponsored children get to jointly experience the journey of lives being transformed over time.

How it Works
By making a monthly ($55), yearly ($650) or one time gift totalling ($2600) you can support a child 

through four years of high school.

Sponsorship FAQs

Are my contributions tax deductible?

Donations made in the US are tax deductible. Creative

Visions Foundation on behalf of HBEF issues a tax 

receipt for all donations received from the US. 

Unfortunately, no tax deductible arrangements exist 

for other countries at the moment.

Can I arrange for monthly deductions from my

credit card?

Yes it is possible to sign up for a recurring monthly 

donation.

Can I send gifts to my sponsored child?

It is ok to send gifts to your sponsored child. Send only 

flat, inexpensive items for example, photos, 

personalized cards, bookmarks etc. that can easily fit 

into a 6"x9" envelope, using registered mail.



Make a Commitment
At the present the preferred method of receiving donations is online. To donate simply click on 
the donate button on our website - www.hildebackeducationfund.org. If you wish to donate 
using any other method, please contact us.  

Please note that you will be required to fill in a sponsorship commitment form before you can be assigned a 
child.

Become a Sponsor Today!
Please send me more information

Name

Home Address

City/State/Zip

Country

Email Address

Mail to: Hilde Back Education Fund, P.O Box 14741 00100 Nairobi, Kenya or email us at sponsortochild@hildebackeducationfund.org

Every $1 invested 
in education 
generates $10-15 
in returns. 
- Gordon Brown 
(Education for all: Beating 
Poverty, Unlocking Prosperity)
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HBEF Selection Process

Outreach 
Programme

Advocacy activities 
aimed at creating 
awareness of the  
funds's scholarship 
programme are 
carried out 
throughout the 
year in readiness 
for the selection 
process. 

Call for 
Applications

Media 
announcements  
on print and 
electronic media 
inviting interested 
persons to submit 
scholarship 
applications are 
done in the month 
of January.

Scholarship 
application forms 
are made available 
at our headquaters 
in Nairobi, as well 
as the respective 
District Education 
Offices.

Shortlisting

Once completed 
applications are 
received, 
shortlisting is done 
of applicants that 
meet the specified 
criteria.

To be eligible for 
consideration, the 
student applicant 
must be a Kenyan 
citizen, have sat for 
KCPE in the 
preceding year in a 
public primary 
school that is 
recognized as such 
by the Ministry of 
Education in Kenya, 
obtained at least 
380 marks, and be 
a boy or girl from a 
poor family. 

Interviews 

A selection panel
comprising of an 
HBEF official, the 
District Education 
Officer, a Head 
teacher, zonal local 
officer and a local 
leader carry out 
interviews of the 
shortlisted appli-
cants to determine 
suitability for the 
academic scholar-
ship.

The one-on-one 
interviews are 
carried out in late 
January.

Sponsor 
Matching 

Successful 
applicants are 
awarded 
scholarships and 
matched to 
sponsors. 

Profiles of the 
beneficiaries are  
sent to the 
sponsors in 
February.

1
1

3
2

2 3

4 4

Githunguri
KEY

Narok

Homa Bay

Kibwezi

Our Footprints
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Region Economic and Social Scenario No. of 
Scholarships 
Awarded

Kibwezi Kibwezi is a town in Makueni District, Eastern Province, 
Kenya and is located along the busy Nairobi-Mombasa 
Highway. The land is semi-arid and unproductive, with very 
little economic activity. Abject poverty in the area has 
brought about issues of food security, absence of income, 
malnutrition, illiteracy as well as high prevalence of 
HIV/AIDS.

30
Githunguri Githunguri district is located in the central province of 

Kenya. Many communities in the district live below the 
poverty line. The district has been plagued with poor 
performance in the KCPE examinations resulting from poor 
staffing of teachers and poor perception of the value of 
education.

33
Narok Narok District is situated in the Rift Valley Province, 

bordering Tanzania to the South. Early marriages and 
female genital mutilation remain rife in this area. Many 
parents do not believe in the value of education, and when 
the uneducated girls reach a marriageable age - even as 
young as 8 - they will arrange for their marriage.

20
Homa Bay Homa Bay District is located within the Nyanza Province of 

Kenya. Kenya is home to 650000 HIV/AIDS orphans, 16000 
of whom live in Homa Bay, on the shores of Lake Victoria. 
The major economic activities include unskilled 
employment, micro-enterprise, non-motorized transport 
business, fishing and fish mongering.

24
Nairobi Nairobi is the capital city of Kenya. It is also the most 

populous city in East Africa, with a current estimated 
population of about 3 million. There are a number of slums 
in the city where people live in extreme poverty, earning less 
than $1.00 per day. Here unemployment rates are high and 
schools are few as most people cannot afford an education 
for their children. 

3
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2011 Scholarship Recipients

“We are happy to announce that 110 deserving students from across the 

country now have the opportunity to further their education thanks to our 

scholarship progamme. The boys and girls, who have been admitted to 

various National and Provincial Secondary Schools, will benefit from tuition 

support, leadership training and psychosocial support, as well as material 

support.”
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List of 2011 Scholarship Recipients
NAME OF STUDENT GENDER DISTRICT SCHOOL ADMITTED

Kelvin Njau Nyokabi Male Githunguri Githiga High School

Monica Wambui Female Githunguri Kamahuha Girls’ High School

Eunice Wanja Ndung’u Female Githunguri Kambui Girls’ High School

Hannah Wairimu Gathoni Female Githunguri Kambui Girls’ High School

Samuel Kinyariro Male Githunguri Kanunga High School

Ann Wanjiru Kamande Female Githunguri Kagwe Girls’ High School

Elizabeth Wanja Muthoni Female Githunguri Kambui Girls’ High School

Evalene Wanjiru Mwenja Female Githunguri St. Anne’s Lioki Girls’ High School

Samuel Muchiri Karanja Male Githunguri Kijabe Boys’ High School

Mary   Wairimu Munge Female Githunguri Ngiriambu Girls’ Secondary School

Josephine Njeri Mwaura Female Githunguri Limuru Girls’ High School

John Ng’ang’a Wambui Male Githunguri Githiga High School

James Gichuhi Male Githunguri Kijabe Boys’ High School

Paroma Nyambura Female Githunguri Moi Girls’ High School, Eldoret

Moses Ndua Male Githunguri Githiga High School

Stephen Kamau Mbiri Male Githunguri Maseno High School

Rachael Wachuka Kinyajui Female Githunguri Moi Girls’ High School, Kamangu

Chris Nderitu Male Githunguri Mangu High School

Jesee Muiruri Ng’ang’a Male Githunguri Githiga High School

Robinson Mungai Mwaura Male Githunguri Muhoho High School

Alice Wairimu Ndung’u Female Githunguri Chania Girls’ Thika

Dennis Mwanzia Katithi Male Githunguri Githiga High School

Serah Njeri Wangechi Female Githunguri Kagwe Girls’ High School

Stephen Munga Karoki Male Githunguri Muhoho High School

Jackline Mugure Wambui Female Githunguri Chania Girls’ High School

Jeremiah Njoroge Male Githunguri St. Joseph High School

Rogers Mwae Ng’andu Male Githunguri St. Joseph High School
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NAME OF STUDENT GENDER DISTRICT SCHOOL ADMITTED

Roselyn Wanjiku Gitau Female Githunguri Chania Girls’ High School

Daniel Nguro Mwangi Male Githunguri Githiga High School

Abdulkarim B. Kariuki Male Githunguri Kijabe High School

Zipporah Ng’ang’a Female Githunguri Limuru Girls’ High School

Kennedy Chege Warorua Male Githunguri Nakuru High School

Joseph Njau Wanjiku Male Githunguri St. Joseph High School

Nancy Muthoni Wataku Female Githunguri Kambui Girls’ High School

Jemimah Wangui Githinji Female Githunguri Kambui Girls’ High School

Joseph Onyango Reynolds Male Homa Bay Maseno High School

Iddah Faith Anyango Female Homa Bay Asumbi Girls’ High School

Cynthia Awino Onyango Female Homa Bay Kenya High School

Janet Tawarar Borter Female Homa Bay Limuru Girls’ High School

Brian Okoth Ochieng Male Homa Bay Homa Bay High School

Brian Odhiambo Owino Male Homa Bay Homa Bay High School

Esther Machuma Muyaya Female Homa Bay Alliance Girls’ High School

Tom Orondo Male Homa Bay Nairobi School

Clifford Oduor Nyanganga Male Homa Bay Homa Bay High School

Juma Emmanuel Wando Male Homa Bay Homa Bay High School

Maurice Omwanda Okoth Male Homa Bay Homa Bay High School

Frederick Otieno Adina Male Homa Bay Homa Bay High School

Erastus Amala Obinju Male Homa Bay Homa Bay High School

Samson Ochieng Okuto Male Homa Bay Homa Bay High School

Wilson Otieno Amba Male Homa Bay Homa Bay High School

Michael Otieno Angwen Male Homa Bay Orero Boys’ High School

Mark Ong’wa Opiyo Male Homa Bay Homa Bay High School

Kennedy Omondi Ooko Male Homa Bay Kisumu Boys’ High School

Phares Okoth Otieno Male Homa Bay Homa Bay High School

Victor Omondi Male Homa Bay Orero Secondary School

Clinton Ochieng Otieno Male Homa Bay Cardinal Otunga High School
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NAME OF STUDENT GENDER DISTRICT SCHOOL ADMITTED

Felix Odhiambo Ochieng Male Homa Bay Orero Boys’ High School

Godfrey Ochola Odhiambo Male Homa Bay Homa Bay High School

Esther Awuor Otieno Female Homa Bay Loreto Limuru Girls’ High School

Kennedy Wambua Kitheka Male Kibwezi Maseno High School

Rabecca Wayua Ndolo Female Kibwezi St. Joseph Girls’ High School

Kelvin Musa Kyalo Male Kibwezi Makueni Boys’ High School

Purity Mbinya Kisoi Female Kibwezi Nguviu Girls’ High School

Lucia Mumbe Muia Female Kibwezi Kisau Girls’ High School

Joshua Musyoka Mutuku Male Kibwezi Kalulini Boys’ High School

Judith Mwongeli Nzomo Female Kibwezi St. Joseph Girls’ High School

Joseph Mwonga Musyoka Male Kibwezi Mukaa Boys’ High School

Christine Kavini Mumbua Female Kibwezi St. Joseph Girls’ High School

David Ngumbi Munyao Male Kibwezi Mutonguni High School

Stephen Mwathi Kioko Male Kibwezi Kalulini Boys’ High School

Mbithe Mutindi Female Kibwezi St. Joseph Girls’ High School

Purity Mutuli Ndeto Female Kibwezi Mbooni Girls’ High School

Muthina Kasina Female Kibwezi Kisau Girls’ High School

Masai Mutuku Male Kibwezi Kalulini Boys’ High School

Rose Mutheu Kimanyi Female Kibwezi St. Joseph Girls’ High School

Mercy Ndanu Mutuku Female Kibwezi Muthambi Girls’ High School

Mwanzwii Kanini Female Kibwezi St. Joseph Girls’ High School

Mwikali Mutinda Male Kibwezi Mumbuni Boys’ High School

Mwendwa Masaa Male Kibwezi Kalulini Boys’ High School

Faith Mumbi Kimotho Female Kibwezi St. Joseph Girls’ High School

Mwikali Mutuku Female Kibwezi St. Joseph Girls’ High School

Stephen Musyoki Muia Male Kibwezi Kalulini Boys’ High School

Vaati Mutunga Male Kibwezi Kalulini Boys’ High School

Albert Musyoka Frederick Male Kibwezi Utumishi Academy School

Emmanuel Mbai Wambua Male Kibwezi Kalulini High School
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NAME OF STUDENT GENDER DISTRICT SCHOOL ADMITTED

Samuel Kineene Male Kibwezi Machakos Boys’ High School

Mutua Mutuku Male Kibwezi Ngoto Boys’ High School

Wayua Songe Female Kibwezi Muthetheni Girls’ High School

Kiseli Munyamasye Female Kibwezi Mumbuni Girls’ High School

Prisca Mutindi Female Kibwezi St. Joseph Girls’ High School

Faith Muthoni Rabai Female Nairobi Nakuru Girls’ High School

Sharon Nthike Kipenzi Female Nairobi State House Girls’ High School

Kellsey Lorraine Aridi Female Nairobi Huruma Girls’ High School

Elvis Lekishon Male Narok Mangu High School

Margaret Nanyokie Parosei Female Narok Kenya High School

Moses Musieine Nampaso Male Narok Nanyuki High School

Alex Sankei Saitoti Male Narok Letein High School

Francis Turere Rokonga Male Narok Lenana High School

Moriaso Salaon Male Narok Alliance Boys’ High School

Lemara Larus Male Narok Londiani High School

David Kamau Veronica Male Narok Olkejuado High School

Esther Naserian Oltinayio Female Narok Moi Girls’ High School, Eldoret

Joseph Saruni Male Narok Kabianga High School

Marvin Bosire Male Narok Molo Academy Secondary School

Joseph Santeto Male Narok Maseno High School

Benson Tobiko Pareiyo Male Narok Kericho Tea High School

Moses Mpatiany Male Narok Kabarnet High School

Dickson Ketuyio Leshan Male Narok Nairobi School

Tanin Turanta Male Narok Kabarnet High School

Ken Saitoti Torome Male Narok Narok High School

Margaret Naserian Kitalu Female Narok Ole Tipis Girls’ School

Caroline Peninah Manywele Female Narok Ole Tipis Girls’ School

Eunice Sopiato Kipila Female Narok Ole Tipis Girls’ School
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Congratulations to our 2011 High School Graduates
Since the inception of the Fund, we continue to register a 99% success rate in 

all our beneficiaries completing their secondary school education.



20
P.g

Ann Wanjiru Kangethe
Grade: A
Studied at: Mary Leakey Girls High School

“I am thanking God who connected me to HBEF. It was a golden opportunity that is 
unforgettable. The journey was smooth because I had both financial and moral 
support provided for me. I learned a lot through HBEF including life values that assist 
me today. I say a big thank you to HBEF. May God reward you a hundred fold. I am 
overjoyed about how I have performed. Whenever I think about it I feel so happy and 
I really thank God who elevated me that much.”

With her outstanding performance Ann has been admitted to the University of Nairobi 
to Study Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery. 

Boniface Karuru
Grade A-

Studied at: Kiambu High School

“I cannot appreciate you enough for giving me the amazing opportunity to walk this 
transformational path. It is giving me a huge new dimension to my life. Thank you so 
much HBEF for the scholarship you gave me in my high school education. I made it 
through you!! No doubt about it, my life has changed drastically since HBEF came into 
my life. Now I am looking forward to pursue Economics and Finance to become a 
banker or a financial analyst. I also have a dream of becoming a leader in my country. 

Long live HBEF.”

Boniface is stepping into his dream as he has been admitted to Kenyatta University to 
study Economics and Finance.

Ann Waceke David
Grade B+
Studied at: Starehe Girls’ High School

“One thing so exceptional with HBEF was the workshops which involved imparting Life 
Skills to the beneficiaries and also mentorship lessons. This influenced my personality 
and also greatly boosted my confidence. I thank God for HBEF.”

Ann has been admitted to the Moi University to pursue a Bachelor of Science in 
Human Resource Management.

Dennis Muiruri
Grade B+

Studied at: Karima Boys High School

“My experience with HBEF has been fantastic. I highly appreciate what the organiza-
tion has done for me. Were it not for HBEF I really do not know how and where I would 
be. I have a burning desire to be an international pilot and I am sure God will help me. 

Many thanks to HBEF.”

Dennis has been admitted to the Kenyatta University to pursue a Bachelor of Arts in 
Penology, Correction and Administration.
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John Mburu Muigai
Grade B+
Studied at: St. Joseph High School 

“I am John. I had done my KCSE in the year 2002 but did not perform well because of 
being sent out of school most of the time for school fees. In the year 2010 I 
approached one of the board members and requested for a scholarship of which I was 
granted. I joined St Joseph School Githunguri in Form three during the second term, 
and when I sat for the KCSE in 2011 I attained Grade B+. I am currently a mentor 
teacher at St Joseph School as I wait to join the University and take a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Nursing. HBEF transformed my life. I was a hawker for a long time 
but soon I am going to be a professional nurse. May God Bless HBEF and all the stake-
holders.”

John has been admitted to the Kenyatta University to pursue a Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing.

Mary Wanjiku Mbugua
Grade B+

Studied at: St. Anne’s Lioki Girls’ High School

“It feels so good and I consider myself blessed by God being associated with HBEF. It 
was a wonderful experience being paid for school fees, and attending educative and 
inspiring mentorship workshops. I am looking forward to pursuing a course in 

Economics. May God bless the organization abundantly.”

Mary has been admitted to the Moi University to pursue a Bachelor of Science in 
Human Resource Management.

Wycliffe Murimi
Grade: B+
Studied at: Kijabe High School

“Discipline, determination, hard work and trusting God are what have helped me to 
succeed.” 

Wycliffe has been admitted to Chuka University to pursue a Bachelor in Purchasing 
and Supplies Management.

Paul Njoroge
Grade B-

Studied at: Kijabe High School

“Hard work pays!”

Paul a man of few words has a special interest in psychology. He has been admitted to 
the Mount Kenya University to pursue a Bachelor of Law.

.
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Peris Nyambura Kimani
Grade: B-
Studied at: Uthiru Girls High School

“Hi. I am Peris Nyambura Kimani a beneficiary of the HBEF program. I am very grateful 
for the help you have given me. You came into my life at the appointed time of God. 
You made a great impact and contribution to this generation by investing in my educa-
tion. You taught me that a great person lives for others and I will live to do this to 
others. It is because of your support that I achieved tremendous grades together with 
all my fellow beneficiaries. May God bless and expand all your ways. Thanks a lot.”

Peris has been admitted to Kenyatta University to pursue a Bachelor of Education.

Irene Mueni
Grade: B-

Studied at: St. Anne’s Lioki Girls’ High School

“I want to take this chance to thank HBEF for standing by me since I was in Form I till 
now. It has not always been smooth. There were times it was really tough like when I 
did not produce the expected results but I am happy to acknowledge that even at 
those tough times not for a single moment did HBEF let my hand go. You walked with 
me step after step until I made it. Being associated with HBEF is the best miracle that 
happened to me and for this I want to say thank you very much and I pray that God will 

bless HBEF always.”

Irene is currently at the Catholic University of Eastern Africa studying Law sponsored 
by Ms. Wairimu Karago. Ms. Karago is a successful Kenyan lawyer and has also been 

Mueni’s sponsor and mentor since she joined secondary school.

Moses Waweru
Grade B-
Studied at: Kiambu High School

“It takes working smart and committing your studies to God to achieve success. I 
appreciate the opportunity HBEF gave me and I am glad that many other children will 
get the same.”

Moses would like to pursue a degree in Education.

Stanley Mwaura
Grade: B-

Studied at: Riabai High School

“HBEF has helped me believe that I have what it takes to be successful. I have learnt 
that I can achieve my goals and aspirations through inspiration and perspiration and 
with God’s help I can overcome any obstacle that is in the way. I will always be grateful 

to HBEF for assisting me to get to where I am today”

Stanley would like to pursue a degree in Economics.
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Stanley would like to pursue a degree in Economics.

Ann Nyokabi Nugi
Grade: C+
Studied at: Ndumberi Girls High School

“The support accorded to me by HBEF has been the greatest gift in my life. Words 
cannot express my gratitude. It has opened the door to my bright future in terms of 
relationships, career and achievement.” 

Ann’s dream is to study Journalism and Mass Communication.

Catherine Mukulu Mwema
Grade: C+

Studied at: St. Anne’s Lioki Girls’ High School

“I have learnt that I should not let fear torture me and not to look down on myself as 
God is always with me. Discipline for me is the key to success and with it you can 
achieve anything you want to achieve. I thank HBEF for all the support I got and may 
you continue with this great and noble work and bless many others as you did for me.” 

Catherine would like to study Tourism Management.

John Muchuha
Grade: C-
Studied at: Kanunga High School

“Discipline and hard work are the key to success. With prayers God will never abandon 
you.  HBEF is giving hope and inspiring this generation of Kenyan youth and helping 
them in their endeavor to break the poverty cycle. Stand tall and be counted”

This is the advice John gave to other current beneficiaries encouraging them to make 
the most of the opportunity they have and wishing them well as they go on with 
secondary school. John would like to be a secondary school teacher.
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Investing in Tomorrow’s Leaders through 
the Gift of Education
We share the success stories of some of our beneficiaries who com-
pleted their secondary school education thanks to sponsorship 
through HBEF, and who have proceeded to college and are on their 
way to achieving their dream careers. 

Hannah Wanjiru Waruingi

Hannah is the Finance Officer at the Hilde Back Education Fund. Hannah pursued a 
Bachelor’s Degree in International Business Administration, Finance option at the 
United States International University in Africa (USIU) and graduated in August 2010. 
She attended Kambui Girls’ High School and attained a B Plain grade in the Kenya 
Certificate of Secondary Education (KCSE) Examination. Hannah studied Finance 
because she has a passion for investments and having the knowledge will help her to  

encourage people to live responsibly by caring and investing for the future.

James Maicibu Muigai

James successfully graduated from the University of Nairobi with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in November 2011. While at the university, James also enrolled for a Certified 
Public Accountancy (CPA-K) course which he completed in 2010. James schooled at the 
Queen of Apostles Seminary High School and scored a B+ (Plus) in the 2005 KCSE 
examinations. James aspires to be an economist.

Peter Ndichu

Peter is currently in his second year at the Catholic University of Eastern Africa pursu-
ing a degree course in Computer Science. Peter a graduate of Kanunga High School 
attained a mean grade of B- (minus) in the 2006 KCSE examinations. Before joining 
university, Peter used to tutor at his village secondary schools. Peter chose to study 
Computer Science because he strongly believes that information is knowledge and 

with information people can make the right choices in life. 
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Lazarus Wanjiru

Lazarus is currently in his second year at the University of Nairobi where he is pursuing 
a Bachelor of Education. Lazarus attended Kijabe Boys’ High School and scored a B+ 
(Plus) in the 2007 KCSE examinations. During the college breaks, Lazarus happily 
volunteers his time in the Finance Office at HBEF as well as coaching football at 
Huruma Girls Secondary School. After graduating, Lazarus hopes to pursue a Masters 

in Economics and Statistics in a university abroad.

Eunice Wanjiru Mwihaki

Eunice graduated from Kambui Girls’ High School in 2008 with a C- (Minus). She is 
currently pursuing a Diploma in Community Development and Social Work at the Mt. 
Kenya University in Nairobi and thereafter hopes to study for a degree course in 
Development studies at the same University.

Nancy Njeri Kamunyu

Nancy a first year student at the University of Nairobi is undertaking a Bachelor of 
Commerce, Finance Option Degree course. Nancy graduated from Kijabe Girls’ High 
School in the year 2006 with a B- (Minus) in the KCSE examinations.  After completing 
high school, Nancy volunteered at a local NGO in her community called CODEF 
teaching children life skills and then worked part-time in a retail and wholesale job. 
She used the money she got from her job at the shop to enroll for accounting classes 
at the Visions Institute of Professional Studies. 
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Leah Mwangi

Leah completed high school at Kahuhia Girls’ High School in 2010 emerging as the top 
student with an average grade of A- in the KCSE examinations. Her excellent 
performance has qualified her for admission in the state public universities. Leah 
looks forward to joining the University of Nairobi where she would like to study 
Chemical Engineering. Leah is presently a volunteer administrative assistant at our 
HBEF office in Githunguri, a role she is both enjoying and making a fine contribution.

Stephen Mathu

Stephen is a first year student pursuing a Bachelor’s Degree in Public Administration at the 
University of Nairobi. He scored C+ in the 2008 KCSE examinations. Earlier this year, Stephen 
attended the Institute of Advanced Technology (IAT) to study what is referred to as an 

International Computer Driving License (ICDL) course.
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EMPOWERMENT FOR SUCCESS 
“Through our Leadership Training and 
Psychosocial Support programme 
we purpose to equip the sponsored 
children with leadership and vital life 
skills, as well as psychosocial support 
necessary for the development of 
persons well-grounded in character, 
self-esteem and self-responsibility.”

Leah Mwangi
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student with an average grade of A- in the KCSE examinations. Her excellent 
performance has qualified her for admission in the state public universities. Leah 
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Stephen is a first year student pursuing a Bachelor’s Degree in Public Administration at the 
University of Nairobi. He scored C+ in the 2008 KCSE examinations. Earlier this year, Stephen 
attended the Institute of Advanced Technology (IAT) to study what is referred to as an 

International Computer Driving License (ICDL) course.
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Leadership Training and Psychosocial Support 
Programme
A large number of the beneficiaries of our sponsorship 

programme live in difficult socio-economic circumstances.  

Our Leadership and Psychosocial Support programme 

provides them an avenue for moral support and life skills 

coaching that empowers them to rise above any limitations 

and take responsibility for their future. The programme opens 

doors of endless possibilities for themselves, their families 

and by extension their communities. 

The programme which is in its second year is facilitated by 

Optimum Impact – a training firm in personal development, 

motivation and performance enhancement strategies 

in Kenya. Through the use of illustrations from real life 

situations, discussions and interactive Q&A sessions, games 

and outdoor experiential activities, lectures, presentations, 

written exercises, group work and team assignments in a fun 

environment, the beneficiaries get to learn that they have the 

power to achieve their dreams.

Each beneficiary is expected to go through five levels of the 

programme during their four years of sponsorship with HBEF. 

The five levels are scheduled as follows:

• Two programs while in Form One (in April, Level 1 and            

   December, Level II)

• One program while in Form Two (in August, Level III)

• One Program while in Form Three (in December, Level IV)

• One program while in Form Four (in April, Level V)

During the 2011 school breaks, HBEF beneficiaries’ got 

the opportunity to attend a motivational workshop dubbed 

‘Success for Teens’.  In the program the students were 

taken through eight principles based on the ‘The Slight Edge 

Philosophy’ by Jeff Olson and learnt that they can create 

any life they want, no matter how difficult it may seem, by 

understanding how small, positive steps make a difference 

over time.
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The eight principles that made up the content of 
the program are:

Little things matter…. 

Attitude is everything…

Use the moment…

Everything starts with small steps…

There is no such thing as failure…

Habits are powerful…

You are always learning…

Make your dreams come true…
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In more detail, the eight principles teach that: 

Little things matter….The little things you do 

every day whether positive or negative, will determine the 

kind of life you lead and the outcomes you get.

Attitude is everything…Your actions are driven 

by what you most deeply believe about yourself and the 

world.

To use the moment….You can create a better 

future by spending less time in your past and taking action 

in the present.

Everything starts with small steps…

Every success in life, whether large or small, starts and 

continues with small steps.

There is no such thing as failure…

Success is built on failure as it helps you to discover your 

strengths and creates unexpected opportunities.

Habits are powerful…Positive habits are 

powerful tools that can help you reach your full potential.

You are always learning…There is no 

standing still in life, as you always have opportunities to learn 

something new.

Make your dreams come true….By 

taking small positive steps over time; your dreams can come 

true.

SUCCESS FOR TEENS

“Success for Teens is a fantastic program designed to equip the beneficiaries with a toolset 

they can use to help them take charge of their lives and actively pursue their goals and 

desired outcomes; as opposed to passively letting life happen without deliberately taking 

the actions they need to take to guarantee themselves success”

Winnie Khasakhala

Lead Trainer - Optimum Impact



31
P.g

The motivational workshops were held on the 
following dates and venues:

At the end of the programme, the beneficiaries were equipped with knowledge expected to go a long way in assisting them 

to get focused in their studies, and take personal responsibility in doing what they need to do to make their much desired 

success a reality.

11th -14th April 2011 
Venue: Limuru Girls’ High School  

Participants: Beneficiaries in their first 

year of high school (Form 1)                                                                                          

27th -29th April 2011
Venue: Shalom House

Participants: Beneficiaries in their last 

year of high school (Form 4)

15th to 17th August 2011 
Venue: St. Joseph’s Retreat Center 

Karen

Participants: Beneficiaries in their 

second year of high school (Form 2)                                                                                   

28th November to 1st 
December 2011
Venue: St. Joseph’s Retreat Center 

Karen

Participants: Beneficiaries in their 1st 

year of high school (Form 1)

5th December to 8th 
December 2011
Venue: Shalom House

Participants: Beneficiaries in their third 

year of high school (Form 3)
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Winnie Mwihaki Khasakhala: A Brief Profile

Winnie is the lead trainer and life coach at Optimum Impact, 

a training firm in personal development, motivation and 

performance enhancement strategies.

Her passion is inspiring people to maximize their immense 

potential and empowering them with life skills and performance 

improvement strategies, that will enable them to take action 

that positively transforms their lives and they can become the 

very best that they can be.

She has been a high school teacher for ten years with the 

Teachers’ Service Commission and a trainer and youth 

program coordinator with leading performance enhancement 

firms. She has been a lecturer on a part time basis at the 

University Of Nairobi, Kenya Methodist University, Kenyatta 

University and International Leadership University in the field 

of her specialization; education, counseling and psychology.

Winnie holds a Masters’ Degree in Counseling Psychology 

from United States International University-Africa, a 

Bachelors’ Degree in Education from Kenyatta University and 

currently she is pursuing her Doctorate Degree in Counseling 

Psychology at Kenyatta University. She is a Life Coach with 

certification from the American Board of Neuro Linguistic 

Programming Practitioners.

We invite your support towards enabling 

us continue to offer this very important 

programme to our beneficiaries. To support 

this programme contact: 

The Executive Director

Hilde Back Education Fund 

P.O. Box 14741-00100 Nairobi, Kenya

Tel: +254 20 4442961 

Fax: +254 20 4442962 

Cell: +254 700 429552 

Email: info@hildebackeducationfund.org

www.hildebackeducationfund.org
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IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF  
EDUCATION
“HBEF remains actively involved in 
improving the quality of education in 
the areas in which it operates through 
initiatives such as capacity building 
workshops, motivational talks, prize 
giving ceremonies and provision of 
external examinations.”
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Pupil and Teacher Motivation Programme
Our Teacher and Pupil Motivation Programme continues to 

work with teachers in government run schools to improve the 

standards and quality of education for thousands of children 

enrolled in these schools.

In 2011, we have worked with 224 teachers in 53 primary 

and 33 secondary schools and over 2,000 pupils to address 

the root causes of low education standards and performance 

in the regions that we support. Through capacity building 

workshops, motivational talks, test examinations and prize 

giving ceremonies, the programme has witnessed a positive 

turnaround in the attitude of teachers and educational 

officials, as well as pupils’ performance with grades beginning 

to improve during test exams. 

“The programme has witnessed a positive turnaround in the attitude of teachers and 

educational officials, as well as pupils’ performance with grades beginning to improve 

during  the National Aptitude test, the KCPE.”

James Muturi

Programme Officer – Pupil and Teacher Motivation Programme

Governments the world over, must deliver quality education for all children for their nations to flourish  
- Chris Mburu, HBEF Founder
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In detail the achievements of the programme 
include:
Hopeful and Confident students

The pupil motivational talks have resulted in increased 

confidence among the students in their ability to achieve 

their desired goals of securing a good secondary school 

education, as well as the opportunity to secure a secondary 

school scholarship through our Fund. During the motivational 

talks pupils are equipped with knowledge and tools to attain 

a positive attitude, set goals and priorities, and improve their 

study habits. 

Empowered Teachers

Our well-tailored trainings and workshops continue to 

enlighten principals and teachers in the districts in which we 

operate on their key role in providing quality education. The 

2011 workshops centered on issues affecting the ability of 

teachers to provide quality education such as job satisfaction, 

skills improvement, stress management, working as a team, 

and the relationship between attitude and performance.

Increased involvement and 

commitment of parents in the 

education of their children

Involvement of parents in their children’s education is a 

contributing factor to good performance. With that in mind, 

HBEF through clustered parental workshops continues to 

encourage frequent interactions between teachers and 

parents, so as to ensure that the parents are just as much 

involved in how their children are fairing in school and any 

problems that may be affecting their performance; as the 

teachers. 

Increased competition between 

schools and students

The prize giving initiative by the Fund under the Pupil and 

Teacher Motivation Programme has resulted in a competitive 

environment among schools and pupils as well, leading to 

improved performance. Best performing teachers and pupils 

in the different districts in which we operate are rewarded for 

their good performances with books, stationery and vouchers. 

Enhanced working relationship 

between HBEF, Ministry of Education 

officials and other stakeholders

The involvement of all stakeholders in the activities within 

our Pupil and Teacher Motivation Programme that is, 

teachers, parents, students, Ministry of Education officials 

and the broader community, has resulted in an increased 

commitment towards the achievement of the Programme’s 

goal of improving the quality and standards of education.
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Below is a breakdown of the sessions / activities 
carried out in the Year:

Date Session/Activity Topic/s covered Target Audience Venue

Attitude (The Winners 
Edge) and Performance

- Attitude defined
- Success / Performance 

& Attitude
- Principles of attitude
- Attitude evaluation and 

commitment to 
attitude; adjustment / 
improvement for 
enhanced performance

Senior teachers in 
charge of the curriculum

- Kambui School for 
the Deaf, Githunguri

Shared leadership, 
vision and commitment 
to action

- An introduction to the 
HBEF Pupil and 
Teacher Motivation 
Programme

- Needs assessment
- Strategy development

District Education 
Officials, Head teachers 
and Senior Teachers of 
Primary Schools

- St. Joseph Girls’ 
Secondary School, 
Kibwezi

- St, Mary’s Primary 
Boarding School, 
Narok

- District Education 
Office, Homa Bay

Burnout and adjusting 
to the changing world 
for better production

- Burnout in the 
perspective of stress

- Stress and stressors 
defined

- Stress symptoms &
  reactions to stress
- The effects of stress 

and the importance 
of dealing with stress

- Stress management 
and prevention 
strategies

- Personal stress 
management and 
burnout prevention 
programme

Head teachers of 
Primary Schools

Gitwe Girls Secondary 
School, Githunguri

Prize Giving Ceremony
- Nyaga Secondary 

School, Githunguri
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Date Session/Activity Topic/s covered Target Audience Venue

A Teacher as an agent 
of change

- Inspiring others
- Motivating others
- Being passionate
- Being action focused
- Being committed to 

the cause
  - Power of  
  transformation

Senior Primary School 
Teachers 

Presbyterian Church of 
Eastern Africa Kanjai, 
Githunguri

Team Building - Working as a team Head teachers and 
Deputy Head teachers 
of Primary Schools

BTL Christian 
International 
Conference Centre, 
Ruiru

External 
Examinations/Motivati
onal Talks

- Attributes of success
- Positive Thinking
- Mock Kenya Certifi-

cate of Primary 
Education Examina-
tion 

Class 7 and 8 pupils Primary schools in 
Ngewa Zone, Githunguri 
District
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FUNDRAISING, ADVOCACY AND 
COMMUNICATION 
“The HBEF Fundraising and Outreach 
team has doubled its efforts towards 
resource mobilization for sustainabil-
ity of the fund as well as advancing the 
right of every person to enjoy access 
to education.”
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Fundraising and Advocacy
Fundraising and Advocacy initiatives carried out in the year 

included sourcing for grants from international organizations 

as well as local corporate sponsorships, networking with like-

minded education funds through participation in education 

related forums, conferences and seminars, and local and 

international screenings of the documentary film ‘A Small Act’.

Support from Grant makers

We received a grant from the Waterloo Foundation UK 

totaling 60,000 pounds to enable 20 students admitted in 

National and Provincial schools receive a Secondary school 

education over the next four years. This followed a successful 

proposal submission in the month of February. The Waterloo 

Foundation is an independent grant-making foundation based 

in Wales. 

Corporate Sponsorships

Hashi Energy, a Kenyan oil marketing firm with operations 

in East Africa, has partnered with HBEF in the provision 

of education opportunities through awarding of academic 

scholarships. Their corporate sponsorship worth $52,000 will 

benefit 20 boys and girls from the Northern and other arid 

regions in Kenya.

Support from Individuals

We continue to receive tremendous support from individuals 

from across the world who would like to make a difference in 

the lives of needy children in our program through donations 

and/or sponsorship commitments. 

Networking

At HBEF, we believe in the power of networks. We continue to 

network with other players in the Education sector, including 

participation at the monthly Education Development Partners 

Coordination Group (EDCG) roundtable in Nairobi, the East 

African Grant Makers Association (EAAG) forum in Arusha, 

Tanzania. Thanks to the networking we have partnered 

with Zawadi Africa Education Fund which runs a program 

that provides scholarships to academically gifted girls from 

disadvantaged backgrounds from Africa to pursue higher 

education in the US.

Film Highlighting HBEF work receives 

Emmy® Nomination for ‘Best 

Documentary 2011’

Chris Mburu, HBEF Founder & Chairman with the 
documentary film crew at the Emmys

The documentary film “A Small Act” that focuses on the 

workings of our fund received a nomination for ‘Best 

Documentary’ in the 2011 Emmy® Awards. The film, which 

has made a successful debut on the world stage, with popular 

appearances at key film festivals in America, Europe and the 

Caribbean; continues to inspire persons around the world to 
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create change through their own small acts. 

In Nairobi a screening of the documentary film “A Small Act” 

took place at the GoDown Arts Centre on 12th March 2011. 

HBEF’s Founder and Chair Chris Mburu, together with the 

film’s producer Jennifer Arnold were in attendance.

At the Ebertfest (Roger Ebert’s Annual Film Festival) in early 

May 2011, the film received a ‘two-thumbs up’ review from 

renowned film critic Roger Ebert.

The documentary film ‘A Small Act’ aired on TV in the US on 

July 12, courtesy of HBO to overwhelming responses! 

Subsequently in the month of July, Film Aid International 

partnered with the Sundance Institute to bring a unique film 

event to Kenya.  Two film festivals were held simultaneously, 

the annual FilmAid Film Festival and Film Forward:  

Advancing Cultural Dialogue, a suite of international films and 

workshops presented by the Sundance Institute. A Small Act 

was part of ten (10) international films screened at various 

locations including the Goethe Institute, Alliance Française, 

the open spaces of Mathare and Kibera Slums, Fort Jesus 

in Mombasa, the Kakuma and Daadab refugee camps.  The 

closing ceremony was held at the Tribe Hotel in Nairobi where 

the screening of the film was the main highlight of the evening. 

Present was Jennifer Arnold, Film producer and Jane Wanjiru 

Muigai (Board member, HBEF) facilitating the Q & A Sessions 

and film making workshops.  Jane was in town on behalf of 

the UNHCR. FilmAid Film Festival showcases human stories 

that would otherwise go largely untold.

EMMY® AWARD NOMINEE
BEST DOCUMENTARY
Promote the power of a small act by screening the film “A 

Small Act” as part of your public event in your community, 

at your organization, place of worship, or on your campus. 

To apply for a public screening license contact Kristin@

rocofilms.com. Discussion notes are also available on 

request.

“A Small Act” is an inspiring story which shows that a small 

act of kindness can have far reaching positive effects in the 

lives of others. It’s a story of hope and shows how each one 

of us can play a role in the education of a poor child in Kenya 

or elsewhere.
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Communication
To reinforce the HBEF brand and effectively communicate key 

messages, we embarked on improving our communications 

strategy through identifying key communication channels, 

development of well thought out informational collateral, and 

harnessing the power of the social media.

Information Collateral

To communicate the workings of the Fund more effectively 

we have developed a number of publications that include a 

tri-fold brochure, information cards, and a quarterly online 

newsletter.

Website 

Our website now has a dynamic new look. The revamp of 

the website was necessitated by the need to have a more 

informative and interactive website.

The new website will serve as a hub for everyone seeking 

information and/or interested in supporting HBEF in some 

way – giving, sponsorship, volunteering and or spreading the 

word. 

Check us out at www.hildebackeducationfund.org.

Social Media

Through our Twitter and Facebook pages we hope to reach 

many more audiences in the social media arena, and gather 

support for our cause of providing education opportunities to 

bright and needy children in Kenya.

Find us on Facebook: Hilde Back Education Fund

Follow us on Twitter : @HBEF
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2011 Pictures

Our beneficiaries enjoy a fun activity at the Leadership Training 
and Psychosocial Support workshop

HBEF Beneficiaries at the Leadership Training and 
Psychosocial Support workshop held at Limuru Girls High 
School in April.

A special thank you to Captain James Maranga, his son First 
Officer Maranga, and Henry Wanyoike, Kenyan Paralympic 
athlete and marathon runner, for voluntarily giving their time 
to mentor our beneficiaries.

Thanks to the Drogheda Church Community in Ireland, 
top students in Mitahato Primary School now have the 
opportunity to receive secondary school scholarships 
through HBEF.

 Recipients of the 2011 scholarship awards.
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HBEF Founder, Chris Mburu was honored at the 4th Go Go 
Gala held at The London Hotel West Hollywood.

Jennifer Arnold (A Small Act, Film Director), Jane Muigai 
(HBEF Board Member), Dr. Bitange Ndemo (PS, Ministry 
of Information and Communications, Kenya), Lizzie 
Chongoti (HBEF Executive Director) and Charles Njoroge 
during the Small Act screening at the Tribe Hotel, Nairobi, 
Kenya

Chris Mburu - HBEF Founder & Chairman and Ms. Chongoti -
HBEF Executive Director with members of the HBEF 
International Advisory Board, L-R Wendy Patten, Susan 
Kinsley, Heinke Bonnlander and volunteer Barbara Paoletti; 
at a “Small Act” screening in Washington DC to celebrate the 

Ford Roosevelt hands Chris Mburu the book ‘Courage’  
written by his grandmother Eleanor Roosevelt. 
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Financial Statements for the year ended 
31st December 2011

Audit Services Provided by:

PricewaterhouseCoopers,

The Rahimtulla Tower,

Upper Hill Road,

P.O Box 43963 - 00100

Nairobi, Kenya
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Financial Statements for the year ended 
31st December 2011
Hilde Back Education Fund
Income and Expenditure Statement
For the year ended 31 December 2011

Notes              2011                 2010

Income              Kshs                 Kshs

General sponsorship funds 1                    24,070,495                22,500,000 

Sponsor-to-Child 2               19,114,818                      736,296 

Motivation and Psychosocial Support                  3,131,169                   2,146,379 

              46,316,482                25,382,675 

Other Income

Bank interest                     729,152 
                              

5,622 

Foreign exchange gain                  4,829,141                 2,613,437 

Total Income               51,874,775                28,001,734 

Expenditure

                 8,936,956                   2,789,509 

Sponsorship and Coordination                  2,412,453                   1,624,115 

Motivation and Psychosocial Support                  3,132,374                   2,146,379 

Teacher and Pupil Motivation Project                     900,936                      401,799 

Advocacy and awareness of right to education                  5,042,549                   1,530,532                

1Staff costs               10,710,254                   4,038,522 

Administration & Establishment costs               10,540,768                   6,786,702 

Total Expenditure               41,676,290                19,317,558 

Surplus for the year               10,198,485                     8,684,176 

Note 1 The Hilde Back Education Fund has a core donor who supports the Organization in meeting costs towards day to day 
running of the Fund. 

Note 2 The Sponsor to Child Income is used wholly to meet the cost of beneficiaries at school. Due to the rise in cost
of living and general price, the current cost per beneficiary per annum is USD 950 (Kshs.80,500)

1
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Hilde Back Education Fund
Statement of Financial Position
As at 31 December 2011

                 2011              2010

Non-Current assets                  Kshs              Kshs

Property and equipment                  4,844,720             6,220,477 

Current assets

Cash and bank               23,071,677             14,694,018 

Activity advances                    273,843                     64,681 

Receivables                 5,121,317                   679,599 

              28,466,837             15,438,298 

Current Liabilities

Payables and accruals                   192,519                   397,125 

Deferred income               14,144,362             12,485,459 

              14,336,881             12,882,584 

Net current assets               14,129,956               2,555,714 

Total Assets               18,974,676               8,776,191 

Finance By

Accumulated funds

At start of year                 8,776,191                     84,819 

Prior period adjustments                               -                         7,196 

Surplus for the year               10,198,485               8,684,176 

At end of year               18,974,676               8,776,191 

Check                                 -                                -   

3

Note 3 Deferred income represent funding that had been received by end of 2011  but for meeting beneficiary costs in 2012 
and beyond
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Statement of Cash Flows
Hilde Back Education Fund
For the year ended 31 December 2011

          2011                 2010

Operating Activities           Kshs                 Kshs

Surplus of income over expenditure          10,198,485            8,684,176 

Adjustments for:

Depreciation            1,430,862               578,918 

Insurance                     5,350                           -   

Non-current assets adjustment                  26,520                           -   

Operating surplus before working capital changes          11,661,217            9,263,094 

Activity Advances              (209,161)                           -   

(Decrease)/increase in payables              (204,607)               388,792 

Increase in receivables          (4,441,718)             (744,280)

Increase in deferred income            1,658,903          12,485,459 

Net cash from operating activities            8,464,634          21,393,065 

Investing Activities

Purchase of non-current assets              (138,975)          (6,799,395)

Insurance recovery                  52,000                           -   

Net Cash from operating activities                (86,975)          (6,799,395)

Increase in cash and cash equivalent            8,377,659          14,593,670 

Cash at the start of the year          14,694,018                 93,152 

Prior period adjustment                            -                     7,196 

Increase during the year            8,377,659          14,593,670 

At end of year          23,071,677          14,694,018 
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Make a 
Donation

Honor a special
Person

Fundrasing &
Advocacy

Volunteer

Sponsor a 
Child

Corporate Matching
 Gift Program

GET INVOLVED
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GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

<$2,600 A Small Act Fund All ‘small acts’ make a difference.   100% of your contri-
bution will go directly to helping students – tuition, 
mentoring and motivation as well as material support.  

Sponsorship
 - $2,600

Hilde Circle Sponsor a child for their full four years in secondary 
school.  Make a monthly ($55), yearly ($650), or one 
time gift ($2,600).   

$10,000 + Kiongozi (Leader) 
Circle

Provides up to three children with sponsorships, covers 
back to school kits for over 200 participants, or 
provides capital for HBEF to continue its vital work.  

$25,000 + Lengo   (Visionary) 
Circle

Provides sponsorships to up to 10 children, covers 
Pupil and Teacher Motivation Programme for six 
months, or provides capital for HBEF to continue its 
vital work.  

$50,000 + Bingwa 
(Champion) Circle

Provides up to 25 children with sponsorships, covers 
four one-week Mentorship and Leadership Training 
Sessions for 170 plus students, or provides capital for 
HBEF to continue its vital work.  

$100,000 + Mlinzi
(Guardian) Circle

Provides up to 38 children with sponsorships, covers 
the current Pupil and Teacher Motivation Programme 
for two years, or provides capital for HBEF to continue 
its vital work.  



50
P.g

Meet the HBEF Staff

L-R; Lilian Kwamboka (Administrative Assistant), Neema Kahiga (Finance & Administration Manager),

Lizzie Chongoti (Executive Director), Moses Wanjala (Project Assistant), Hannah Waruingi (Finance 

Assistant) and Betty Chomba-Njuguna (Programme Officer - Sponsorships).

L-R; Gladys Mutiso-Mbuvi (Communications and Advocacy Officer), Joseph Muhia (Social Worker)

and James Muturi (Programme Officer - Pupil and Teacher Motivation)
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HBEF Board of Trustees:

Mr. Chris Mburu 
International Human Rights     
Lawyer (Chairman) 

Chris Mburu is the Founder and 
Chair of the Hilde Back Education 
Fund. His passion to start the foun-
dation came from the selfless act 
of a Swedish woman who spon-
sored his primary education and 
part of his secondary education. 

Chris went on to study law at the 
University of Nairobi and later 
complete a Master’s in Law degree 
from the Harvard Law School, on a 
Fulbright scholarship.

Chris is currently the head of the 
anti-discrimination section of the 
UN Human Rights Agency, based 
in Geneva, Switzerland.

Mr. Kihara Thangwa 
Educationist (Vice Chair)

George Kihara Thang’wa has been 
involved in the operations of the 
Hilde Back Education Fund since its 
inception, and acted as the Fund’s 
coordinator between the years 
2002 and 2004.

George holds a Bachelor of 
Education degree from the Moi Uni-
versity, Kenya and a  post-graduate 
diploma in Mass Communications 
from the University of Nairobi.

An educationist by profession, 
George is currently involved in the 
education of refugees and is the 
Regional Programme Manager – 
Africa at the Refugee Education 
Trust. 

Mr. Sam Nderitu 
Banker

Samson Nderitu joined the 
board in 2010. He holds a Bach-
elor of Business Administration 
degree from Maseno University 
and A Master’s degree in Busi-
ness Administration (MBA) from 
the United States International   
University (USIU). He is a certified 
Public Accountant (CPA_K) and a 
banker by profession. Samson has 
interest in promoting the develop-
ment of educational activities in 
Kenya and is the Director of The 
Pink Roses Academy located in 
Kiambu County.
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Ms. Faith Karanja 
Educationist

Faith is a member of the HBEF 
Board, and a secondary school Eng-
lish teacher. She has over 21 years 
teaching experience, and is a woman 
representative in the Kenya union 
of post primary schools ( KUPPET) 
Kiambu County. In addition, Faith is 
a community worker and secretary 
to coffee and tea company group 
(COTECA) Central Kenya.

Mr. Martin Mburu 
Marketing Specialist

Martin Njau Mburu was born in 
Mitahato village in Kiambu close to 
five decades ago. He received his 
education in Mombasa and later 
joined the University of Nairobi 
where he graduated in 1988 with a 
BA in Sociology.

A career Marketer/Salesman, Mar-
tin is currently based in Dar es 
Salaam, Tanzania, working with 
Japan Tobacco as C&TM Operations 
Director for West East & Central 
Africa Region.

Martin has a strong passion for edu-
cation and the promotion of the Boy 
Child Agenda. He has been involved 
in HBEF since the early days and 
also is involved in The Corner Brook 
School, an upcoming Boys’ High 
School in which he helps to spear 
head the Boy Child agenda. 

Ms. Jane W. Muigai Kamphuis 
International Refugee Lawyer

Mrs. Muigai Kamphuis is a volunteer 
Board Member and a sponsor of 
children in HBEF since 2001. She has 
devoted time, money and energy to 
the growth of the Fund, including tak-
ing a 6-months sabbatical from her 
UN job in 2010 to work fulltime on the 
HBEF in Kenya. 

She works on a full-time basis with 
the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) 
as a Senior Legal Advisor in Geneva 
Switzerland. She has served with 
UNHCR for the last 12 years in vari-
ous capacities and in various parts of 
the world including in Kosovo, Sudan 
and Ghana. In her current role, she 
covers legal and protection issues for 
Southern Africa as well as key policy 
issues related to fundamental human 
rights of the displaced, refugees and 
statelessness persons. Prior to joining 
the United Nations, Mrs. Muigai Kam-
phuis worked as a civil rights lawyer 
in the USA and Kenya with civil society 
organisations like the American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU) and the Kenya 
Chapter of International Commission 
of Jurists (ICJ). She has served on a vol-
unteer basis with human rights and 
charitable organizations including 
Kenya Federation of Women Lawyers 
(FIDA), Amnesty International and 
Hilde Back Education Fund. 

Mrs. Muigai Kamphuis holds a law 
degree (LL.B) from the University of 
Nairobi (Kenya) and masters in law 
degree (LL.M) from Harvard Law 
School (USA). 
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HBEF International Advisory Board Members: 

Ms. Shelagh Gustavison  - Business Trainer and Consultant , CANADA  

Dr. (Ms.) Heinke Bonnlander  - Consultant in Refugee Health , USA

Mr. Michael O’Flaherty  - Chief Commissioner, Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission , IRELAND  

Ms. Wendy Patten (Chair)  - Senior Policy Analyst, Open Society Foundations , USA 

Ms. Margaret Wanjiru Kihara  - Clinical Specialist in Occupational Therapy, HSE Dublin North East ,  IRELAND 

Ms. Thetu Kishoiyian - Vice President and CEO, KB Capital Markets, USA

 Dr. (Mr.) Adam Abdelmoula  - UN Resident Coordinator/UNDP Resident Representative - Kuwait , USA

Ms. Susan Kinsley, USA
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Creative Visions Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization registered in 

the US and our fiscal partner. Creative Visions Foundation receives 

donations on our behalf and issues tax receipts for donations made 

in the US.

Hashi Energy is a Kenyan oil marketing firm with operations in East 

Africa, and has partnered with HBEF in the provision of education 

opportunities through awarding of academic scholarships in the 

Northern and other arid regions in Kenya. Thanks to their support, 20 

boys and girls now have the opportunity to attend secondary school.

The Waterloo Foundation is an independent grant-making foundation 

based in Wales. Thanks to their grant, 20 boys and girls now have 

the opportunity to attend secondary school.

Zawadi Africa Education Fund is a program designed to provide 

scholarships to academically gifted girls from disadvantaged 

backgrounds from Africa to pursue higher education in the US. 

Through the partnership we are able to provide higher education 

opportunities to our post-secondary beneficiaries.

HBEF Supporters/Partners
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Our Core Values

HBEF’s operations are guided by the following 
core values: 

Passion: HBEF team is driven by personal commitment 

and dedication to making a positive difference in the world. 

Every individual associated with HBEF shares the passion.

Integrity: HBEF strongly adheres to the highest moral 

and ethical standards in the discharge of its mandate, 

including transparency and accountability in all aspects our 

work. Each staff is held personally accountable in maintaining 

the positive image of the organization in word and deed.

Results: HBEF works with its Board members, Staff, 

Volunteers and Funders to achieve measurable goals and 

deliver tangibly evident positive change in the lives of the 

individuals and communities associated with our Organization.

Generosity: The HBEF Board strongly believes in the 

value of giving back to communities as an important engine 

of social change and development, as evidenced in their 

philanthropic and volunteer efforts.

Excellence and Meritocracy: In HBEF, 

we ensure that quality informs all we do through engaging 

with persons of merit who are committed to excellence. We 

perpetually try to improve ourselves as individuals, and as a 

team so as to maintain the highest standards of competence 

and quality in our work.

Respect: In HBEF, we value each person, be they a staff 

member, Board member, parent, beneficiary; regardless of 

any differences pertaining to gender, race, ethnicity or other 

variance. HBEF values the personal strengths, attributes and 

ideas of all our staff.
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“Education is the most powerful 
weapon which we can use to change 
the world!”
-Nelson Mandela



Head Office
Hilde Back Education Fund
Haven Court, Block B5, Westlands
P.O. Box 14741-00100
Nairobi, Kenya

Tel:  +254 20 4442961
Fax: +254 20 4442962
Cell: +254 700 429552
         +254 732 996142

Email: info@hildebackeducationfund.org
Web: www.hildebackeducationfund.org




