
Highlights
Dear Friends of HBEF, 

Greetings! It has been a very busy and exciting

half year. The 2012 scholarship awards have

instilled hope in the lives of 175 children from

across the eight (8) provinces of Kenya; a feat

made possible by your generous and kind

support. These children will not only benefit from

financial support but material support as well. To

all our partners and ambassadors – a special

thank you!

     

.

 

Lizzie Chongoti

Executive Director

Hilde Back Education Fund

Hilde Back
Please reserve the date of October 6th, 2012 

and come join us in celebrating this amazing

woman that inspired the founding of the Hilde

Back Education Fund.

Date: October 5th, 2012

Venue: Safari Park Hotel, Nairobi

                    &
Date: October 6th, 2012

Venue: Mitahato Village, Kiambu County

RSVP: Lilian Kwamboka

          lkwamboka@hildebackeducationfund.org

More details on our website

www.hildebackeducationfund.org

Our 2012 scholarship awards have benefited
175 deserving students from across the country.

15 beneficiaries successfully complete their
four year secondary school education with
sterling performances in the 2011 Kenya
Certificate of Secondary Education examinations.

A big thank you to all that have lent their
support to the workings of the fund both
monetary and in kind, enabling us to expand
our reach to all the eight (8) Provinces of
Kenya.

e
for the year 2013. 

Rasool Verjee joins the HBEF International
Advisory Board.

Plans in Kenya are underway, to celebrate 
Hilde’s 90th Birthday and to promote education 
as a human right.
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 January to June 2012

- -

W  are now accepting sponsorship commitments

We are also very proud of our beneficiaries who 
sat for the Kenya Certificate of Secondary Educa-

tion (KCSE) examination in November 2011 for successfully completing their 
four-year education, and we wish them all the very best as they pursue their 
dream careers.

Our work requires action. There are still many more bright Kenyan children 
unable to afford secondary school, and we continue to invite your support 
towards  inspiring hope and promoting peace through education.

This year a special event is planned on October 6th, 2012 in honor of Hilde Back 
who will be turning ninety (90) and whose selfless act inspired the founding of the 
Hilde Back Education Fund. Mitahato Village, the rural village that first benefited 
from her generosity will honor this amazing woman by putting together the 
biggest village birthday party ever. Preceded by a number of activities including 
a gala dinner at the Safari Park Hotel, on October 5th, 2012 to fundraise and 
promote education as a human right, we invite you to mark your calendars and 
be a part of this special occasion. 

As we step out into the remaining half of the year, we remain true to our mission 
of transforming the lives of young people in Kenya and promoting peace through 
education. 

  

Welcome t o 
Our Newsletter



175 deserving students awarded secondary school scholarships

The month of January wrapped up another successful round of our annual academic scholarship awards, with 175 deserving students 

receiving full scholarships. 

*KCPE is a certificate awarded to students after completing the approved eight-year curriculum in primary education in Kenya and the gateway to secondary 

 school.

Our Initiatives:

- Education Scholarships

- Pupil and Teacher Motivation

- Leadership Training and Psychosocial Support

Thanks to our Sponsor-to-Child programme, the successful applicants from across the eight (8) provinces of Kenya now  have the 

opportunity to further their education in various National and Provincial secondary schools. The selection process took into

account the students performance in the state aptitude test - the Kenya Certificate of Primary Education examination (KCPE*), as well as 

their socio-economic backgrounds. 

Our sincere gratitude goes out to all our individual and corporate donors for their confidence in the work of our Fund and generous support.

The scholarship beneficiaries will benefit not only from payment of school fees but also material, medical, leadership training and

psychosocial support.
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Scholarship Testimonials
We would like to congratulate our beneficiaries that sat for the Kenya Certificate of Secondary Examinations in November 2011 for

successfully completing their four year secondary education.

This is what they had to say about HBEF’s impact on their lives:
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Ann Wanjiru Kangethe

Grade: A

Studied at: Mary Leakey Girls’ High School

“I am thanking God who connected me to HBEF. It was a golden opportunity that is unforgettable. The journey was smooth because I had both 

�nancial and moral support provided for me. I learned alot through HBEF including life values that assist me today. I say a big thank you to HBEF. 

May God reward you a hundred fold. I am overjoyed about how I have performed. Whenever I think about it I feel so happy and I really thank God 

who elevated me that much.”

With her outstanding performance Ann has been admitted to the University of Nairobi to pursue a Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of 

Surgery. 

Ann Waceke David

Grade B+

Studied at: Starehe Girls’ High School

“One thing so exceptional with HBEF was the workshops which involved imparting Life Skills to the bene�ciaries and also mentorship lessons. 

This in�uenced my personality and also greatly boosted my con�dence. I thank God for HBEF.”

Ann has been admitted to the Moi University to pursue a Bachelor of Science in Human Resource Management.

Boniface Karuru

Grade A-

Studied at: Kiambu High School

“I cannot appreciate you enough for giving me the amazing opportunity to walk this transformational path. It has given me a huge new 

dimension to my life. Thank you so much HBEF for the scholarship you gave me in my high school education. I made it through you!! No doubt 

about it, my life has changed drastically since HBEF came into my life. Now I am looking forward to studying Economics and Finance to become 

a banker or a �nancial analyst. I also have a dream of becoming a leader in my country. Long live HBEF.”

Boniface is stepping into his dream as he has been admitted to Kenyatta University to pursue a Bachelor of Economics and Finance.

Success Stories
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Dennis Muiruri

Grade B+

Studied at: Karima Boys High School

“My experience with HBEF has been fantastic. I highly appreciate what the organization has done for me. Were it not for HBEF I really do not know 

how and where I would be. I have a burning desire to be an international pilot and I am sure God will help me. Many thanks to HBEF.”

Dennis has been admitted to the Moi University, Eldoret to pursue a Bachelor of Arts in Penology, Correction and Administration.

John Mburu Muigai

Grade B+

Studied at: St. Joseph High School 

“I am John. I had done my KCSE in the year 2002 but did not perform well because of being sent out of school most of the time for school fees. In 

the year 2010 I approached one of the board members and requested for a scholarship of which I was granted. I joined St Joseph School 

Githunguri in Form three during the second term, and when I sat for the KCSE in 2011 I attained Grade B+. I am currently a mentor teacher at St 

Joseph School. HBEF transformed my life. I was a hawker for a long time but soon I am going to be a professional nurse. May God Bless HBEF and 

all the stakeholders.”

John has been admitted to the Kenyatta University to pursue a Bachelor of Science in Nursing.

Wycli�e Murimi

Grade: B+

Studied at: Kijabe High School

“Discipline, determination, hard work and trusting God are what have helped me to succeed.”

Wycli�e has been admitted to Chuka University to pursue a Bachelor in Purchasing and Supplies Management. 

Mary Wanjiku Mbugua

Grade B+

Studied at: St. Anne’s Lioki Girls’ High School

“It feels so good and I consider myself blessed by God being associated with HBEF. It was a wonderful experience being paid for school fees, and 

attending educative and inspiring mentorship workshops. I am looking forward to pursuing a course in Economics. May God bless the 

organization abundantly.”

Mary has been admitted to the Moi University to pursue a Bachelor of Science in Human Resource Management.



Paul Njoroge

Grade B-

Studied at: Kijabe High School

“Hard work pays!”

Paul a man of few words has a special interest in psychology.  He has been admitted to the Mount Kenya University to pursue a Bachelor 

of Law.
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Peris Nyambura Kimani

Grade: B-

Studied at: Uthiru Girls’ High School

“Hi. I am Peris Nyambura Kimani a bene�ciary of the HBEF program. I am very grateful for the help you have given me. You came into my life at 

the appointed time of God. You made a great impact and contribution to this generation by investing in my education. You taught me that a great 

person lives for others and I will live to do this to others. It is because of your support that I achieved tremendous grades together with all my fellow 

bene�ciaries. May God bless and expand all your ways. Thanks a lot.”

Peris has been admitted to Kenyatta University to pursue a Bachelor of Education.

Moses Waweru

Grade B-

Studied at: Kiambu High School

“It takes working smart and committing your studies to God to achieve success. I appreciate the opportunity HBEF gave me and I am glad that 

many other children will get the same.”

Moses would like to pursue a degree in Education.

Irene Mueni

Grade: B-

Studied at: St. Anne’s Lioki Girls’ High School

“I want to take this chance to thank HBEF for standing by me since I was in Form I till now. It has not always been smooth. There were times it was 

really tough like when I did not produce the expected results but I am happy to acknowledge that even at those tough times not for a single 

moment did HBEF let my hand go. You walked with me step after step until I made it. Being associated with HBEF is the best miracle that 

happened to me and for this I want to say thank you very much and I pray that God will bless HBEF always.”

Irene is currently at the Catholic University of Eastern Africa studying Law sponsored by Ms. Wairimu Karago. Ms. Karago is a successful 

Kenyan lawyer and has also been Mueni’s sponsor and mentor since she joined secondary school.
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Stanley Mwaura

Grade: B-

Studied at: Riabai High School

“HBEF has helped me believe that I have what it takes to be successful. I have learnt that I can achieve my goals and aspirations through 

inspiration and perspiration and with Gods help I can overcome any obstacle that is in the way. I will always be grateful to HBEF for assisting me 

to get to where I am today”

Stanley would like to pursue a degree in Economics.     

Ann Nyokabi Nugi

Grade: C+

Studied at: Ndumberi Girls’ High School

“The support accorded to me by HBEF has been the greatest gift in my life. Words cannot express my gratitude. It has opened the door to my 

bright future in terms of relationships, career and achievement.” 

Anne's dream is to pursue Journalism and Mass Communication.

John Muchuha

Grade: C-

Studied at: Kanunga High School

“Discipline and hard work are the key to success. With prayers God will never abandon you.  HBEF is giving hope and inspiring this generation 

of Kenyan youth and helping them in their endeavor to break the poverty cycle. Stand tall and be counted”

This is the advice John gave to other current bene�ciaries encouraging them to make the most of the opportunity they have and 

wishing them well as they go on with secondary school. John would like to be a secondary school teacher.

Catherine Mukulu Mwema

Grade: C+

Studied at: St. Anne’s Lioki Girls’ High School

“I have learnt that I should not let fear torture me and not to look down on myself as God is always with me. Discipline for me is the key to success 

and with it you can achieve anything you want to achieve. I thank HBEF for all the support I got and may you continue with this great and noble 

work and bless many others as you did for me.”

Catherine would like to study Tourism Management. 



Education is the most powerful weapon 
which we can use to change the world.  

The actions we take now can change the course of lives. We invite

 you to join us in ensuring that new students in 2013 can have 

hope for their futures.

Send in your pledge payment, make a new commitment or renew

 your commitment! 

For information on our sponsorship programme, please visit our

 website -www.hildebackeducationfund.org or write to us 

at sponsortochild@hildebackeducationfund.org
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-Nelson Mandela

How it Works

Giving Opportunities Partners

<$2,600 A Small Act

Fund 

All ‘small acts’ make a difference.100% 

of your contribution will go directly to 

helping students - tuition, mentoring and

motivation as well as materials.     

Sponsorship

- $2,600

Hilde Circle
 
 

• There are currently 189 sponsors

from around the world.

• We remain overwhelmed by the

thousands of contributions towards

our cause. Every dollar counts!

$10,000 + Kiongozi (Leader)

Circle  

Provides up to three children with 

sponsorships, covers back to school kits 

for over 200 participants, or provides

capital for HBEF to continue its vital work.   

 
 

• Magill Family
• Lynde Family
• Anonymous

$25,000 + Lengo (Visionary)    Provides up  to 10 children with sponsorships,

 covers Teacher Motivation Project for six 

months, or provides capital for HBEF to 

continue its vital work.   
 

$50,000 + Bingwa (Champion)

Circle 

Provides up to 25 children with sponsorships

covers four one-week Mentorship and

 Leadership Training Sessions for 170 plus

 students, or provides capital for HBEF 

 to continue its vital work.     

 
• Waterloo Foundation

• Hashi Energy

$100,000 + Mlinzi (Guardian)

 Circle
 

  

• James Hays

• Anonymous

Provides up to 38 children with sponsorships, 

covers the current Teacher Motivation Project 

for two years, or provides capital for HBEF to 

continue its vital work.   

Sponsor a child for their full four years in 

secondary school.  Make a monthly ($55), 

yearly ($650), or one time gift ($2,600).   

Send a letter of enquiry to info@hildebackeducationfund.org 

Receive response letter from HBEF that includes sponsor commitment form 

Fill in required sponsor  commitment form and send to HBEF

In the month of  February the following year, HBEF communicates  
on child matched to your sponsorship.  

Pay required sponsorship fees by October 31st of the preceding year.
Make a monthly ($55), yearly ($650), or one time gift ($2,600) to support 

a child through four years of school.  
   

Call for 2013 Sponsorships
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Ms Hilde Back Mr Chris Mburu

Save the Date!!!

The Hilde Back Education Fund  (HBEF) is pleased to inform you that the Swedish woman who selfless act inspired the creation of our fund 

and became the subject of the Emmy-nominated film ‘A Small Act’ , Ms. Hilde Back, will be turning ninety (90) in October and big plans are 

underway in Kenya to mark this special birthday.

This is a special invitation to you to join us in Mitahato Village, Kiambu County, on Saturday, October 6th, 2012 to attend what is already being 

billed as THE BIGGEST VILLAGE BIRTHDAY PARTY EVER!
 

The story of Ms. Hilde Back's extraordinary generosity to a poor Kenyan village boy - and its  ripple effect on hundreds of Kenyan children - 

has been well documented. The story has moved people worldwide, inspired film goers at major film festivals across the world and attracted 

rave reviews from movie critics, including the highly revered  American critic, Roger Ebert.

Now, the rural Kenyan village that first benefited from Ms.Back's generosity is organizing a birthday party. On  October 6th, 2012, Mitahato 

Village (located 25 kilometers from Nairobi) will welcome thousands of people from all over the world to a special musical extravaganza and  

performances from school going children. Hilde herself will be in  attendance serenaded by hundreds of Kenyan children whose lives she has 

changed forever by her historic single act of generosity.

You do not want to miss this special, historic party!! Come meet this amazing woman and join the people of Mitahato Village in making her 

90th birthday the best ever!! 

On the eve of the party, we will be hosting a special gala dinner to raise money and promote our cause. Ford Roosevelt who is a member 

of our International Advisory Board and grandson of President Franklin D. Roosevelt and social justice activist Eleanor Roosevelt, will be the 

key note speaker.

For more information on this extraordinary event, or on ways to support our work of helping poor children access education, please visit our 

website – www.hildebackeducationfund.org or contact us on info@hildebackeducationfund.org. 



American Library Associat ion names‘ ASmall  Act ’  among 

notable videos for adults in 2012. (Notable Videos for Adults is a list

of the best fifteen programs released on video within the past two 

years and suitable for all libraries serving adults.

The amazing story of the power of ‘A Small Act’ is featured in  

several European languages in a 15-page spread in the current

issue of the Readers Digest Magazine. Grab a copy near you today!

 2012 scholarship recipients from Kibwezi, Makueni District, receive  

their back to school supplies.

Chris and Ford Roosevelt (HBEF International Advisory Board  

Member) at the launch of the HBEF/Project Grad partnership in Los 

Angeles, USA.

Chris with Anne Archer, a Hollywood actress during a fundraiser for

HBEF held at her private residence in Los Angeles. The fundraiser

was organized by Ford Roosevelt.

Rasool Verjee, joins the International Advisory Board. Mr. Rasool 

will assist HBEF with its fundraising and advocacy efforts in Canada. 

 

.

09“Act Today, Educate a Needy Child” 

1

4

2

5

6

5

3

3

2

4 6

Pictorials
1



“Act Today, Educate a Needy Child” 

Haven Court, Block B5, Westlands

P.O.Box 14741-00100

Nairobi, Kenya

Phone: + 254 20 4442961

Fax: + 254 20 4442962

Email: info@hildebackeducationfund.org

Website: www.hildebackeducationfund.org
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Find us on:


