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Promoting Alignment to the Sustainable Development
Goals going forward
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Overview of the Launch of the Platform
The Post-2015 Partnership Platform for Philanthropy is a global initiative involving the United Nations (UN)
and philanthropic organizations that aims to foster deeper engagement between foundations and other
stakeholders for the Post-2015 Development Agenda, more speci ically as regards the achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that will be adopted in September 2015. It seeks to strengthen the
role of philanthropy in furthering the Post-2015 Agenda (2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development) and to
work closely with governments and the UN System to foster a better understanding of the added value of
philanthropy's direct engagement. It has already facilitated such an engagement in Kenya, Columbia and
Indonesia. Ghana is the fourth country where the Platform will be established.
The aim of the launch workshop was to collectively take stock and identify the way forward on the enabling
environment for philanthropy and measures to promote more eﬀective coordination at national,
subnational and sector levels on priority development actions. Even in countries which have a long and
extensive experience with philanthropic organizations, ranging from corporate CSR and philanthropic
foundations to family charitable foundations, trusts, and endowments, it is not always easy for philanthropic
entities to be factored into national or local development plans, to be counted in statistics, or to set up
associations which can ensure a collective voice in discussions on development priorities and
implementation of national and global development agendas. Closer engagement with national
development plans would allow philanthropic entities to add value where they are most eﬀective, to partner
with government and other stakeholders to enhance overall impact, and to measure their contribution
according to a more broadly owned set of development targets. The workshop also provided an opportunity
for a consideration of philanthropy's speci ic roles in the areas of education (including vocational training as
well as support to early childhood development), water and sanitation, and job creation and livelihoods for
youth in particular, including through a focus on inancial inclusion.
The launch workshop in Ghana brought together over a 100 participants from the philanthropic sector, the
UN System, Civil Society, Government and business to have a dialogue on the above mentioned issues and to
identify a way forward:
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OPENING PANEL

Honorable Mona Quartey, Deputy Minister of Finance, Dominic Sam, Country Director, United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) Edmund Cain, Vice President for Grant Programs, Conrad N. Hilton Foundation.

KEYNOTE SPEECH BY HON. MONA QUARTEY, DEPUTY MINISTER OF FINANCE

Country Director, UNDP; Representatives of philanthropic organizations (local and international);
representatives of local CSOs; our friends from the media; all other protocols duly noted; ladies and
gentlemen.
I deem it a great pleasure to be with you this morning to deliver the keynote address and launch the Post2015 Partnership Platform for Philanthropy in Ghana. On behalf of the Government and on my own
behalf, I welcome you all.
Our meeting this morning has the sole purpose of fostering deeper engagement amongst philanthropy and
other stakeholders for the eﬀective implementation of the Post2015 Development Agenda. It is my
considered opinion that this engagement is long overdue. With this being the case, the key question is why
and how we have gotten to this stage.
In seeking to understand this, it is crucial to note that philanthropy and traditional development actors have
not been natural allies. In the decades before this, there has been the “clash of civilizations” where both
groups of actors have tended not to speak the same language and chosen to work independently from one
another. Amidst this, Foundations have focused on their own priorities, only sometimes intersecting with
those of traditional development actors and governments while viewing other actors as bureaucratic and
inef icient. Equally, other actors such as Governments and Development Partners have regarded them as
independent funding “gap illers”.
Thankfully, the broader role of philanthropy and foundations in global development eﬀorts is increasingly
acknowledged and valued today. This recognition was con irmed at the First High-Level Meeting of the Global
Partnership for Eﬀective Development Cooperation in Mexico in 2014.
The recent global economic crisis and its eﬀects on Of icial Development Assistance (ODA), amongst others,
are forging this emerging recognition and appetite for enhanced collaboration. In addition, we continue to
watch with some amazement the on-going reconstruction of the global development landscape.
Today we know that developing countries are driving global economic growth. The 2013 Human
Development Report, The Rise of the South: Human Progress in a Diverse World, notes that for the irst time in
150 years, the combined GDP of the three largest economies of the Global South – China, India and Brazil –
almost equaled the combined GDP of the longstanding industrialized powers of the North (Canada, France,
Germany, Italy, UK and the US). While this fast-paced growth of wealth across the world continues, there is an
equal increase in the level of vulnerability, marginalization and extreme poverty. This paradox of the extreme
“haves” and “have-nots” is serving to motivate more individuals and corporations to give back through
organized philanthropy and through formalized structures of support especially as the world moves towards
a post-MDGs era.
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As stated earlier, the world duly recognizes the need for enhanced collaboration amongst all stakeholders.
With a projected annual spending of between $3 and $5 billion, it is clear that philanthropic organizations are
engaging development work, whether aligned or not. Compared to the OECD-DAC's Of icial Development
Assistance (ODA), which in the past few years has been slightly more than $100 billion, $3 to $5 billion seems
less signi icant. And we must acknowledge that total philanthropic inancial engagement will not rival total
ODA in the short to medium term.
Yet, we also know that this initial assessment belies the full picture of the possibilities. When ODA is
categorized into individual donor countries, and total philanthropic support into individual organizations,
another picture becomes clear. In that new reality, a foundation would rival and give more than some donor
countries to certain countries in certain sectors.
More importantly, we must recognize that funding and inancial support is not the only added quality from
philanthropic organizations. Foundations, as development actors, have other important qualities. Indeed
philanthropic actors have important comparative advantages over other development inance providers.
Foundations enjoy greater freedom. They are not bound to electoral/political government cycles nor are they
under the same pressure as private investors from their shareholders to deliver immediate inancial returns
in the companies or social purpose organizations in which they invest. This lexibility – together with their
ability to devote “patient capital” to testing innovative practices that can then be scaled-up through multi
stakeholder, cross-sector partnerships has to be harnessed and nurtured. Furthermore, Foundations have
unique potential to leverage funds and build multi-stakeholder partnerships around important development
issues. The proximity of corporate foundations with the private sector allows them to tap into private lows at
market terms.
It is with the view of achieving full alignment and supporting the nurturing of such bene icial relationships
that the Ghana Aid Policy and Strategy (2014-2017) has committed to engage philanthropic organizations
and other like-minded stakeholders to deliver government agenda. We are committed to reviewing the
operations of development actors in the reformed national development cooperation architecture as well as
implement new transparent guidelines to enhance engagements.
As part of our on-going eﬀorts to reform the local cooperation architecture for the post-2015 era and more
speci ically to resolve the persistent issue of development cooperation data, the Ministry of Finance is in the
process of procuring and deploying a Development Cooperation Information Management System. When
installed and fully operational, a window will be activated to manage the government and Ghana's
relationships with Civil Society Organizations and philanthropic organizations.
As we launch this platform today, be assured that the Government is already laying the infrastructural
foundation for its success. We are committed to full engagement for improved alignment and eﬀective
harmonization. This remains at the crux of the government's eﬀorts.
Before I end, I wish to acknowledge and commend the support of the other counterparts towards organizing
this event. We sincerely cherish the mutually bene icial relationships we enjoy with you. While the debate
about the role and in luence of foundations in development is still in an initial phase, my preliminary
impression is that foundations do more good than bad. The need to create the right environment for them to
lourish cannot be over-stated. I urge other traditional development actors, not to see this as a “competition
for space” but rather a “competition in space” For nothing at all, philanthropies' involvement should cause
traditional actors to re-examine the reality of their commitments to SDGs. Thank you and God Bless us all.
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OPENING PANEL

WELCOME ADDRESS

By DOMINIC SAM, COUNTRY DIRECTOR UNDP GHANA
The Honorable Deputy Minister of Finance, Government Representatives, the Vice President of Grant
Programs at Conrad N. Foundation, and senior representatives of major philanthropies, foundations and
trusts, UN colleagues, experts, invited guests, the media, ladies and gentlemen; all protocols observed.
I am particularly pleased to oﬀer a few opening remarks at this irst ever strategic dialogue between the
Government, the United Nations System and foundations to discuss opportunities for collaboration for the
sustainable development of this country.
This launch of Philanthropy Platform in Ghana and the focus on “Fostering Commitment and Leadership for
Philanthropy's Engagement in the Post 2015 and Ghana's own Development Agendas” is very timely coming as
it does at a time of change and transformation. A number of new global agreements will be signed onto by
world leaders this year. Come September 2015, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) will replace the
MDGs. Next week in Addis Ababa, the Third Financing for Development Conference – the FfD -will be held and
the outcome will have critical implications for delivering on the SDGs. Then the UN Climate Change
conference will be in Paris later this year.
These agreements call for change in the way that development takes place. It is becoming increasingly clear to
all that we cannot continue with business and development as usual if we care for what happens to people and
what happens to the planet. Further, the SDGs raise the bar. There is a focus on the 'un inished MDG agenda' as
well as a concerted focus on ensuring economic, social and environmental sustainability, peace and
governance, as well as a much more holistic global partnership for development. More importantly, the SDGs
promise to be transformative and set a new higher level of ambition across a number of diﬀerent dimensions
as the goals will be universal – i.e., applicable to all countries and focused on ensuring that no one will be left
behind.
To meet these development imperatives, broad-based ownership and coordination of contributions and
partnerships to deliver on the goals is called for. Neither governments nor the UN have the human, inancial,
or technical resources needed.
The building blocks for this more collaborative agenda – forging trust, gaining an understanding of what
diﬀerent partners can bring to the table, and moving towards consensus and alignment through broad-based
ownership - has been laid by the very consultative SDG development process itself. The UN alone engaged in a
conversation with over 5 million people around the world to understand the development priorities. What we
heard loud and clear, including here in Ghana, is that while the core issues of the MDGs -- poverty reduction,
health and education -- are extremely important, people are also concerned about the state of natural
environment, lack of jobs and growing inequalities.

1. Remarks have been synthesized and edited for length.
2. E.g., for a recent year, it was estimated that whereas the ODA of OECD-DAC countries was about US $132 billion, international private
giving from those same countries was about US$50 billion.
3. See UBS and pan-African foundation TrustAfrica's recent report '“Africas Wealthy Give Back” for trends. Separately, savings and
remittances by the African Diaspora were estimated to be about $52 billion each year.
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In many of the global and national discussions, the voice of philanthropy has increasingly been heard. There is
also growing awareness of philanthropy's strengths – e.g., its agility, lexibility and commitment to innovation
and experimentation - which are important assets for the development community.
We do recognize that there is already a lot of charitable giving, philanthropic and CSR activity in Ghana. There
are individual trusts, grants and support from major philanthropic foundations, contributions to religious
institutions, corporate social responsibility etc. However, here, as in many other countries, we don't have
good institutional data which would help us to understand the its full potential as well areas where
improvements are in order. Further, it also seems like the opportunities and the fora for formal engagement
with philanthropy - which could be used to identify challenges, explore how philanthropy might contribute in
priority areas or align itself better with national or global development goals - is still in its infancy.
So, at today's launch we will begin with a conversation with government and key stakeholders about the
national and post-2015 global development agendas and the SDGs and explore where philanthropy can make
the most diﬀerence. This will be followed by a session on the enabling environment for local and international
philanthropy. A session on data will look into the kinds of information that would assist philanthropy and all
of us in aligning our interventions, building an awareness of philanthropy's value added and enabling people
to see where the money is going!
In the afternoon there will be more focused discussions in breakout sessions on speci ic sectors and thematic
areas – education, water and sanitation and livelihoods and productive inclusion of women and youth - with a
view to deepening the discussion as to where philanthropy can make the most diﬀerence and identifying the
concrete platforms for engagement with government and key stakeholders.
To conclude, I am really excited that Ghana was selected as a pilot country for the collaborative initiative on
philanthropy - the Post-2015 Partnership Platform for Philanthropy. By launching this partnership platform in
Ghana, we aim to demonstrate that collective and collaborative action is the way forward in helping in the
implementation of Ghana's long term development vision and plan.
The partnership platform will test new approaches and methodologies for working together where our
unique strengths can be put to best use. We, at the United Nations, are committed to learn and adapt to new
ways of engaging with foundations. We will aim to skillfully facilitate philanthropic partnerships, appreciate
their ways of doing business, and to leverage each other's resources and networks in responding to
challenges. Here in Ghana, our eﬀorts will also focus on developing the capacities of local partners – actions
which are crucial as we support the government and civil society partners in prioritizing the SDGs.
The strong buy-in and leadership on the SDGs from the government has been critical. During pivotal times like
this year, which will see the general adoption of the SDGs which will set the development priorities for the next
ifteen years, visionary leadership is essential for creating unity to drive large national level cross sector
coalitions to achieve goals which are important for Ghana.
Finally I take this opportunity to congratulate all our partners in the Platform and to thank all of you,
particularly those who travelled from afar to contribute to the discussions today.
I would like to wish you all stimulating and productive discussions. I advise that each session and all the
conversations have speci ic actions points for follow up. We are very excited about the next steps and shaping
up speci ic action plan for the Platform.
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KEY MESSAGES
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KEY MESSAGES

CHARLES ABUGRE
CEO, SAVANNAH ACCELERATED DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

With the SDGs, we have the opportunity to get it right
by focusing on both economic and social issues. One
of the limitations of the MDGs was that there was not
enough focus on economic transformation but
without it we will not be able to sustain poverty
reduction and our interventions in health, education
and in the human development.

The good things about the SDGs, compared to the
MDGs, is that we the 193 nations were given the
o p p o r t u n i t y t o a c t u a l ly c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e
development of the goals, and so could already start to
think about how to 'localize' the goals in our national
contexts.

When it comes to prioritization, we will come to build
consensus by coming together to look at our current
situation and our aspirations. It would not be very
ef icient to start addressing all 17 goals with the same
eﬀort. We would start with what we are good at as well as
look at which MDGs we didn't do well on and work on
addressing those shortfalls and build up from there.

Ruth Addison
Board Member, Adom Trust

First of all, I would like to make a humble
appeal that we create an the enabling
environment for those of us are active in the
private sector of giving..

It's important to do the kind of participatory
monitoring and tracking that can bring
indicators down to the level of community
who can then alert us as to what is actually
working and what is not being achieved on the
ground.

We really need to have better coordination and
sharing of information which can be helped by
digital literacy and applications. We also need
to tap into the tremendous local talent that
exists here in Ghana to develop the applications
that can drive implementation of the SDGs and
to respond to the rapidly transforming job
market.
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MEETING THE POST-2015 AMBITION IN GHANA:
PATHWAYS TO LINK GLOBAL GOALS, NATIONAL PRIORITIES
AND THE EFFORTS OF PHILANTHROPY

Panel Members: Ms. Christine Ansare, Ms. Edith Tetteh, Mr Christopher Johnston & Mr. Innocent Chukuma

Moderator:
Christopher Johnston
Sr. Manager, Research &
Policy, The MasterCard
Foundation

Panelists
·

·

Dr. Edith Tetteh
Commissioner, National
Development Planning
Commission (NDPC)
Christine Asare Director,
SEA Unit, Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA)
Innocent Chukwuma
Representative for West
Africa, Ford Foundation

Evidence suggests that philanthropic contributions are becoming
increasingly important in terms of scope and the areas of focus. However, the
contributions are often made with without formal engagement with global,
national and local development frameworks to which they could make a
diﬀerence. The inclusive and multi-stakeholder processes at national and
global levels with regard to formulating the SDGs opens up new possibilities
for strengthening these engagements at the national level.
Christopher Johnston of MasterCard Foundation opened the session with a
call for government and foundations to identify opportunities and pathways
to link global goals, national priorities and the eﬀorts of philanthropy. He
asked Government to share strategic priorities and to re lect on the types of
partnerships needed to ensure success of the SDGs. He also asked panelists
about lessons learned from the implementation of the MDGs about
collaboration across sectors which could applicable to the SDGs. He then
went on to engage the foundation panel member as to why they interested in
the SDGs and the value added of the approach.

E.g., for a recent year, it was estimated that whereas the ODA of OECD-DAC countries
was about US $132 billion, international private giving from those same countries was
about US$50 billion.
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Dr. Edith Tetteh, a commissioner at Ghana's National Development Planning Commission (NDPC), began by
pointing to the role of national plans which mainstream the goals and the adoption of a decentralized
approach utilizing regional, district, sub-district and community structures to reach out to the
underserved communities as being critical to the achievement and acceleration of progress for a number
of the MDGs.
Ms. Christine Asare, who led Ghana's Inter-ministerial Technical Steering Committee (guided by a High-level
Inter-ministerial Coordinating Committee) with a responsibility for the negotiations, stakeholder
engagements and dissemination of the SDGs, began by alluding to the importance of inclusive processes for
the development of the SDGs at global and national levels. She pointed out that the active role played by all
countries in the formulation of the SDGs could be helpful in facilitating the mainstreaming and localization
of the goals into national development plans and strategies thereafter. Further, the multi-stakeholder
engagement and consultative nature of the SDG process could help to build broad ownership. In Ghana, the
civil society platform on the SDGs, which had been launched as the key mechanism to solicit CSO inputs
during this process, could also be useful for building eﬀective partnerships for the implementation of the
individual SDGs going forward. Both speakers were con ident that by building on the MDGs, linking the
goals of Ghana's Shared Growth and Development Agenda (GSGDA) II with those of the SDGs, and an
intensi ied use of multi-sectoral approaches and public private partnerships, the pace of implementation
of the SDGs could be accelerated.
Mr. Innocent Chukwuma, of Ford Foundation, provided a foundation perspective. He stressed that whereas
an international development partnership (involving philanthropy) was needed to accelerate the
implementation of the SDGs, such a partnership must be tailored to the national level. For Ghana, this
would require strengthening capacities of institutions such as NDPC to coordinate and bring multistakeholder actors together as well as working with CSOs to shape the priorities of philanthropy by
infusing country-speci ic priorities into the strategy review processes of philanthropy.
In the Q&A, participants seconded the importance of coordination platforms for reducing the fragmented
actions of CSOs and philanthropies, reaching the excluded, stimulating partnerships and enhancing the
pace of implementation.
Key Takeaways
The SDGs call for a paradigm shift away from sectoral or single issue interventions towards more
integrated and cross-sectoral approaches and partnerships and government needs to coordinate with a
much broader set of actors;
There is a need for a paradigm shift in the way that actors engage. Foundations need to be willing to engage
on the national development agenda where the SDGs can serve as a good entry point. NGOs and
philanthropy need to be willing to move away from stand-alone projects and pool their energies and
resources to work with governments as partners in development so as to have meaningful impact. Both
government and philanthropic organizations need to transparent and accountable for their activities and
to build trust to ensure eﬀective partnerships;
Philanthropies, with their often extensive networks of NGOs and grantees operating at the grassroots
level, can help with the objective of 'going to zero' (universality) for a number of the SDGs. Their NGO
networks can help to reach even the most excluded and provide timely and concrete information about
progress from the ground up.
The CSO platform with tracks for each of the SDGs, which had been setup to solicit inputs for the SDGs, can
also prove useful for building strong coalitions for implementation;
It is critical to tackle enabling environment issues such ensuring transparency and timely reporting on
the part of government and philanthropy. Also important are measures to encourage philanthropy
including the provision of counterpart or matching public funding.

11

3

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE 'POST-2015 PARTNERSHIP
PLATFORM FOR PHILANTHROPY

Panelists: Karolina Mzyk-Callias, a Policy Specialist on Foundations, UNDP and Angela Hariche,
Director of the Foundation Center
The panelists presented an overview of the global post-2015 partnership platform for philanthropy initiative,
the partners involved, and the objectives of the platform at the national level. They also sensitized the
participants as to the global goals for sustainable development which revolve around the principles of the 5 Ps
which are People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace and Partnership, and which are embodied in the 17 goals and 169
targets. See section on the SDG’s
In her presentation, Angela's emphasized the role of philanthropy as an emerging contributor to development
cooperation. She reiterated the point that philanthropy has been on the increase in recent times due to the
changing inancial landscape and noted that philanthropy is manifested in diﬀerent ways in the global south
as compared to the North. She talked about the signi icant data gaps that exist with regard to what we know
about giving in the South. Providing an outlook of the global map of philanthropic giving, she pointed out that
about $59 billion of annual giving was recorded from North to South but that Southern philanthropy not
adequately tracked, measured nor valued in the global igures. Angela stressed that the post-2015 agenda and
the launch of the SDG's are pivotal with the onus now on the United Nations, governments and philanthropic
organizations to utilize their policies and programmes to create an enabling environment for achieving the SDGs.
This will involve new ways of engaging. Governments and the UN system wi;; need to understand the role and
potential contributions of philanthropy with regards to the SDGs. Analogously, philanthropic organizations need to
understand the post-2015 SDGs agenda, remain abreast of national goals, and work to unlock new opportunities to
scale up, and to build trust. There also needs to be a focus on reporting accurately and transparently on
philanthropic activities.
In her presentation Karolina noted that the post-2015 partnership platform for Philanthropy has the structure
with regards to the SDGs. Analogously, philanthropic organizations need to understand the post-2015 SDGs
agenda, remain abreast of national goals, and work to unlock new opportunities to scale up, and to build trust.
There also needs to be a focus on reporting accurately and transparently on philanthropic activities.
In her presentation Karolina noted that the post-2015 partnership platform for Philanthropy has the
structure below to re lect a new way of working:

About the platform : The 'Post-2015 Partnership Platform for Philanthropy” is a global initiative that was launched
in 2014 with the objective of facilitating an engagement and fostering a dialogue between philanthropy and
development stakeholders. The platform seeks to build on the collaboration between United Nations and
philanthropic organizations that emerged at the global level around the Post-2015 Development Agenda and the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) which will replace the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) as of 2016.
Partners: Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford Foundation, Foundation Center, Rockefeller Philanthropy AdvisorsRPA, The MasterCard Foundation
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Key Features of the SDGfunders.org web platform (Launch on September 24, 2015)
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ENABLING ENVIRONMENT FOR PHILANTHROPY AND
PARTNERSHIPS IN GHANA: STAKEHOLDER PERSPECTIVES

Panel Members: Emos Ansah, Kizzita Mensah, Pearl Darko and Joanne Ofori

The objective of the session was to explore the current institutional arrangements
for philanthropy in Ghana including identifying major gaps and areas for
advocacy in order to strengthen the contribution not just of international but also
of Ghanaian philanthropy to the sustainable development of the country.
Pearl Darko began by providing some background as to African philanthropy –
ranging from the more ubiquitous traditional practices of giving and reciprocity
which cut cross all socio-economic classes and are broader than just inancial
giving to the more recent focus on incentivizing more structured forms of giving
by the emerging High Net Worth (HNW) individuals in Africa. She then went on
to ask the diﬀerent panel members to re lect on speci ic issues. She asked Kizzita
Mensah to speak about legal interventions that could strengthen philanthropy's
role in advancing the national development agenda and particularly those that
would strengthen local philanthropy actors;
Emos Ansah was requested to discuss the types of tax regimes and iduciary
accountability mechanisms that could support growth of philanthropy in Ghana.
The question for Joann Ofori was about the types of training and skill
development needed to support growth of philanthropy in Ghana including
some re lection on how government and the private sector might assist.
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Kizzita Mensah indicated that currently there was no single body of legislation that dealt with philanthropy
and charitable giving and suggested that there was a clear need for this. Entities had to register as individual
trusts or companies limited by guarantee and the companies were then used for donations, grants and charity.
Charitable organizations also needed to register at the NGO desk at the Department of Social Welfare under
the Ministry of Gender and Social Protection.
Emos Ansah spoke to the question of tax regimes and incentives that could support growth of local
philanthropy and noted that it was important for the iscal and revenue authority to be friendly, helpful and
humane in this regard. He cited the example of Canada where an estimated 12 billion dollars was given to
charity due to a supportive enabling environment.
Joann Ofori pointed to an important area of engagement for philanthropy – helping to realign the educational
curriculum so as to provide future citizens with important, meaningful and employable skills.
In the discussions that followed, participants agreed on the necessity to encourage the act of giving, sharing
and learning from each other supported by an insistence on measures to build trust and check leakages.

5

Data and Knowledge Management: Building
Blocks for Eﬀective Collaboration

Panel Members: Angela Hariche, Jacqueline Anum, Samuel Aggrey, Theo Sowa & Charles Abugre
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The global development goals (previously the MDGs and going forward the SDGs)
which are being mainstreamed and localized in national development strategies not
only provide a framework according to measure progress but also help government
and stakeholders to identify gaps and priority actions and partnerships needed to
achieve the goals. A data platform that is able to provide information on priority
development objectives as well as on who is doing what where to contribute, and
with what level of inancial contribution, is key for tracking progress and facilitating
coordination.
Angela Hariche of the Foundation Center opened the session by providing some
background on the diﬀerent types of data needed to drive eﬀective collaborations.
She put forward three types of data challenges for the panel to consider:
Challenge 1 – the measurement of SDG progress. How to do it better than the MDGs
did so that philanthropy and others can better understand where to make
interventions? Challenge 2 - understanding the SDG ecosystem of philanthropic
players (and others) in Ghana so that philanthropic contributions are more
strategic and ef icient. Challenge 3 – overcoming data sharing challenges in Ghana.
This includes data ownership, standards and the risks and rewards around
sharing data on philanthropic activities with the NSO, the philanthropic
associations and others - such as SDGfunders.
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Breakout
session 1

Education (including vocational training & skills development)

1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

Mr. Tirso Dos Santos, UNESCO Representative
(Education Session)

Transforming education is
critical if Ghana is to empower
and transform the lives of young
people and enable them to get
better jobs. There is inadequate
investment in the educational
sector, too few resources go to
infrastructure and teaching
materials, and getting the
requisite workforce in the area of
technical and vocational
education is often a challenge.
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Breakout
session 2

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

DAVID DUNCAN
WASH CHIEF, UNICEF
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Water Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)

Breakout
session 3

Connecting the dots to promote Jobs & Livelihood
for Youth & Women

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
6.

Philanthropy has a number of
important roles to play – i.e., to focus
on increasing employability by
delivering training which in line with
the needs of the local and national
markets; and facilitating the
development of one-stop shop for
research and data for facilitating
coordination and planning for jobs.
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CONCLUDING SESSION

Report back from the breakout sessions: Tirso Dos Santos UNESCO, Radhika Lal, UNDP and
David Duncan UNICEF

The various leads for the breakout sessions reported back on the issues discussed and the takeaways from the
sessions.
Dominic Sam, country director for the UNDP in Ghana, then summed up the contributions made at the launch
and pointed to the consensus on the way forward. He began by acknowledging the strong leadership from the
government as evident from the inspiring and agenda setting speech of Ms. Mona Quartey, Deputy Minister of
Finance, the participation of the national development planning commission which will lead the
mainstreaming, the prioritization and the implementation of the SDGs, and sector speci ic representatives
who participated in the various plenaries and thematic sessions. He then spoke warmly about the high level
representatives from the foundations who had made time for the workshop and travelled from afar. With the
strong backing of the foundations we have the momentum to move forward, he said. He also pointed to the
importance of complementing external resource transfers by foundations by contributions from Ghanaian
foundations, trusts and CSR entities.
Dominic Sam spoke of the current context and road ahead. Ghana has matured as a country and society, it has
maintained an environment of peace and tolerance, and has seen tremendous economic progress. However,
as he pointed out, it is still a young country requiring signi icant investments in infrastructure and social
development if it is to realize its dream of being a just, free and prosperous society. While it looks to
increasingly rely on domestic resource mobilization and private sector investment, there is a growing
recognition of the importance of engaging philanthropy which is nimble, smart and lexible.
He concluded by pointing out that 'We have our marching orders and are leaving this workshop with a clear
understanding of next steps. “
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