
1

The Secondary Teacher’s Role in 
Ensuring All Students Are 

Provided Access and Equity in a 
Multi-Tiered System of Supports

February 10, 2016

Kevin Schaefer, WestEd

Vanessa Mediano, Pleasant Grove High 
School, Elk Grove Unified School District

1

Secondary Literacy Partnership

• Association of California School 

Administrators

• California Department of Education

• California Teachers Association

• California Comprehensive Center at 

WestEd
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Introductions: 
Today’s Presenter

• Kevin Schaefer

- Assistant Director of Special Programs, 
WestEd
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Introductions: 
Today’s Voice from the Field

• Vanessa Mediano

- Special Education Teacher, Pleasant 
Grove High School, Elk Grove Unified 
School District
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All students should have an equal opportunity 
to learn and excel in a safe and supportive
environment. Because inequities at all levels of
education still exist, educational equity is the
civil rights issue of our generation. 

(U.S. Department of Education Strategic Plan for
Fiscal Years 2011-2014, 39-40.)

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/cf/documents/elaeldfwchapter9.pdf

Today’s Agenda

 Overview/College, Career and Civic Life 
Readiness

 Multi-tiered System of Support (MTSS)

 Universal Design for Learning (UDL)

 Highlighting Resources & Next Steps

Each section to be followed by 5 min. activity or Q & A
6
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Webinar Overview

• The importance of MTSS in providing access and equity 
to students and supporting teachers through aligned 
data collection, analysis and reporting as the basis of 
decision-making and provision of resources.

• Ways in which universal design for learning (UDL) and 
culturally/linguistically responsive teaching not only 
increase access and equity through literacy, but 
encourage a safe learning environment for students who 
are potentially marginalized.

• Sharing of instructional strategies, accommodations, and 
new ways of talking about language that address 
literacy, inclusiveness and high quality first-
tier instruction. 7

Overview
College, Career and Civic Life Readiness
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Quick Poll: How familiar are you with the 
California ELA/ELD Framework: Chapter 9-

Access and Equity?

9

A. I have heard of Chapter 9

B. I’m familiar with Chapter 9

C. I have read Chapter 9 in its 
entirety

D. I have implemented 
components of Chapter 9 in 
my instruction

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/cf/
documents/elaeldfwchapter9.pdf
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Three Sections of Chapter 9

Themes, Context, and Goals Oh My!
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Quickwrite -- Please complete the 
statement below: 

In my opinion, the #1 
quality of a  literate 
student who is college, 
career and civic life 
ready is 
_____________ 
because 
_____________.

12
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Multi-tiered System Of Support (MTSS)

13

What Is MTSS

A coordinated 
system of supports 
and services is 
crucial for ensuring 
appropriate and 
timely attention to 
students’ needs at all 
levels of the 
organization.

14

MTSS ≠ RtI2

15Source: Kansas MTSS: http://www.kansasmtss.org/ 16

17 18
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Reflection and Discussion

21

Vanessa: Are there students on your 
campus who may not be afforded access 
to information due to language barriers?

Participants, please share your reflections, 
comments & questions

Quick Poll

22

Is co-teaching (co-planning, co-
teaching and co-assessing) 
implemented at your site?

A Co-Teaching Snapshot

• Take a minute to read the Snapshot and highlight items that 
support the claims. 

Activity

• Consider the question: What is meant by “all three groups are 
held to the same rigorous expectations and standards?
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Quick Pause

25

Check-in for questions

Universal Design for Learning (UDL)

26Quick Poll: Are you familiar with UDL?

UDL and Access 
The Importance of Literacy

“New restaurant staffed with 
deaf waiters”

27 28

UDL and Access 
The Importance of Literacy

To view the video, click on the link in the chat: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VPgh5Yk2HaY

Click on the green check when you are finished.  

Guiding Question: What comparisons can be made between 
Signs restaurant and the educational environment?

UDL: What Is It?

• UDL is the proactive 
design of curriculum 
and instruction to 
ensure they are 
educationally 
accessible 
regardless of 
learning preference, 
physical or sensory 
abilities.

29

Image (we can help locate this

http://udltheorypractice.cast.org/login

UDL: What Is It?

UDL provides a 
blueprint for creating 
instructional goals, 
assessments, 
methods, materials that 
work for everyone--not a 
single, one-size-fits-all 
solution but rather 
flexible approaches 
that can be customized 
and adjusted for 
individual needs.

30

Giangreco, M.F. (2007). Absurdities and realities of special 
education: The complete digital set [CD]. Thousand Oaks, CA: 
Corwin Press. Reprinted with permission.
http://www.corwin.com/booksProdDesc.nav?prodId=Book232648&
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• Provide options for    
self-regulation

• Provide options for 
sustaining effort and 
persistence

• Provide options for 
recruiting interest

• Provide options for 
comprehension

• Provide options for 
language, mathematical 
expressions, and 
symbols

• Provide options for 
perception

• Provide options for 
executive functions

• Provide options for 
expression and 
communication

• Provide options for 
physical action

Reflection and Discussion

32

Vanessa: What resonates for you from 
your experiences?  What’s similar? What 
are some different strategies?

Participants, please share your reflections, 
comments & questions

UDL Examples

33

PPT Visual Representation

UDL Examples

34

Mandala

UDL Examples

35

Career Tech Research

UDL Examples

36

Road Map
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Quick Pause

37

Check-in for questions

UDL: High Quality First Instruction

38

Final Activity: Culturally and 
Linguistically Responsive Teaching

39

• The following four quotes are related to the 
discussion of culturally and linguistically 
responsive teaching. As we focus on Quote 4, 
please enter any words, phrases or 
sentences that stood out for you as 
particularly meaningful in the chat box.

Quote 1

40

‐National Center for Culturally Responsive Systems 
(NCCRSt)

Culturally responsive educational 
systems are grounded in the belief that 
we live in a society where specific 
groups of people are afforded privileges 
that are not accessible to other groups.

Quote 2

41

Culturally and linguistically responsive teaching 
can be defined as using the cultural knowledge, 
prior experiences, frames of reference, and 
performance styles of ethnically diverse students 
to make learning encounters more relevant to 
and effective for them. It teaches to and through 
the strengths of these students. It is culturally 
validating and affirming. Along with improving 
academic achievement, these approaches to 
teaching are committed to helping students of 
color maintain identity and connections with their 
ethnic groups and communities. 

LAUSD EL Master Plan 2012

Quote 3

42

LAUSD EL Master Plan 2012

It helps develop a sense of personal efficacy, 
building positive relationships and shared 
responsibility while they acquire an ethic of 
success that is compatible with cultural pride. 
Infusing the history and culture of the students 
into the curriculum is important for students to 
maintain personal perceptions of competence 
and positive school socialization. 
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Quote 4

43

Teachers should adopt an additive approach toward 
the culture and language development of their 
students by enacting the following principles:
• Self-educate
• Draw on the value of students’ cultural backgrounds
• Address language status
• Expand language awareness
• Support development of academic English
• Promote pride in cultural and linguistic heritage 

‐CA ELA/ELD Framework, 2014 (Chapter 9, Pages 917‐18) 

What does an additive approach currently look or 
sound like in your classroom?

Translate, Change and Code-Switch

Discussion & Reflection

Vanessa: What is your perspective on 
these new ways of talking about 
language?

Participants, please share your reflections, 
comments & questions

Quick Pause

46

Check-in for questions

Highlighting Resources

47

Students From Poverty
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Students Who Are Gifted And Talented

A synthesis of research (Rogers 2007) on the education 
of Students identified as gifted and talented suggests 
that they should be provided the following:
• Daily challenge in their specific areas of talent
• Regular opportunities to be unique and to work 
independently in their areas of passion and talent
• Various forms of subject-based and grade-based 
acceleration as their educational needs require
• Opportunities to socialize and learn with peers with similar 
abilities
• Instruction that is differentiated in pace, amount of review 
and practice, and organization of content presentation

Supporting All Learners

Students From PovertyFigure 9.14 cont.

Vanessa: 
What would 
teachers find 
useful in the 
Chapter 9 
resources?

Students From PovertyFigure 9.14 cont.

Resources

53

• CA Dept. of Ed MTSS: 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/ri/mtsscomprti2.asp

• Kansas MTSS: http://www.kansasmtss.org/

• Center for Applied Special Technology: 
www.cast.org

• www.udlcenter.org

Summary of Webinar make this 
takeaway or call to action

• Necessary skills to be college, career and 
civic life ready.

• Implementation of MTSS to support access 
and equity for all students

• Universal Design for Learning as a 
proactive, inclusive lesson planning 
framework

54
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Quickwrite: Final Thoughts

Given what you have learned today about 
MTSS and UDL, what will be your first step or 
next step in implementing the CCSS?

55

Thank You 
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Contact Information

Kevin Schaefer
kschaef@wested.org

(916) 873.3120
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Next Steps

Feedback Survey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SLP-02-10-16

Archive Information for All Secondary 
Literacy Partnership Webinars: 
http://www.wested.org/schoolsmovingup/the-secondary-literacy-partnership
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