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What’s new in 
this report?

For the first time, 
specific donation 
information is now 
available for every 
county in Oregon. For 
details, see page 5 of 
this report or visit The 
Oregon Community 
Foundation’s website at 
ocf1.org.

Total giving in Oregon is up
Giving as a percentage of income remains flat

Giving 
in 

Oregon

Data: Oregon Attorney General, Charitable Activities Section

Chart 1

2004—2005 Gifts to Oregon nonprofits up $95,692,966

(Data includes all 10,326 nonprofit organization registered in Oregon, including 
431 organizations for which the registered address is out of state.)

*Data for this report Our study tracks data on about 10,000 nonprofit organizations in the state (excluding religious organizations), including their total contributions 
and total revenues for 2005. Sources of data for this report are: Form 990 tax returns filed with the Oregon Attorney General, Charitable Activities Section by all registered 
nonprofits in the state; Internal Revenue Service (IRS) data; and the latest volunteering data from the Corporation for National & Community Service.
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<— Overall increase, 1997 through 2005: 67.1% —>

2004 to 2005, UP: 8.3% —>

[2003 to 2004, UP: 1.8%] 

Repor t  on  Ph i l an th ropy
The Oregon Community Foundation’s 
Giving in Oregon Council

For more than a decade, The 
Oregon Community Foundation’s 
Giving in Oregon Council has 
tracked philanthropy in the state. 
Our purpose is to offer an 
objective analysis of donations to 
Oregon’s more than 10,000 
nonprofit organizations that 
provide services which enhance 
economic well being and quality of 
life.  We also examine volunteer 
participation rates and how 
philanthropy and volunteerism in 
Oregon compare to other states. 
This latest analysis is based on 
2005 data, the most recent 
available.* 

Key findings:

•Total gifts to Oregon nonprofits in 
2005 exceeded the prior year by 
almost $100 million. This is the 
third largest increase in the past 
nine years.

•Education continued to be the 
leading category for 
philanthropic support, but human 
services showed the biggest 
increase over last year. 

•Oregonians’ average donations as 
a percent of income slightly 
exceeded the national average.  

  

•Oregon slipped from 15th to 20th 
position nationally for the 
percent of income people gave 
to charitable organizations. 
If the trend continues, Oregon 
will soon drop below the 
national average.   

Chart 1 shows aggregate gifts to all 
Oregon-registered nonprofit 
organizations. From 1997 through 
2005, the number of nonprofit 
organizations increased by one-
third; donations rose by two-thirds. 
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Donor trends 
Reviewing statewide and national 
data yields several noteworthy 
trends in philanthropic support for 
nonprofits.  While Oregonians 
increased giving to national and 
Louisiana-based charities following 
Hurricane Katrina, our data 
reflects giving to Oregon-based 
charities that primarily provide 
services within our state.  

Education leads categories 
of support

As shown in Chart 2, in Oregon, 
support for education, including 
programs, scholarships and capital 
campaigns,  continues to top the 
list of categories that attract 
charitable gifts. In 2005, total 
contributions to nonprofits 
engaged in education activities 
were more than twice the next 
highest category, human services. 
However, human services showed 
the greatest growth in the amount 
contributed.

Support for arts and environmental 
organizations have seen little 
growth in recent years, though 
environmental organizations 
experienced a modest increase in 
2005. 

Oregon’s outlook is mixed 
relative to other states

Comparing philanthropy trends in 
Oregon to those across the nation, 
three points stand out, as seen in 
Chart 3. 

In 2005, Oregonians donated a 
slightly higher percentage of their 
income than the national average.  
Despite this generosity, Oregon 
slipped from 15th to 20th position 
nationally in the percent of income 
people gave to charitable 
organizations.  And Oregon is  falling 
behind U.S. giving trends.  Oregon’s 
average contribution as a percent of 
Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) in 
2004 and 2005 was essentially flat, 
while the national average increased.

Oregonians volunteer more 
than national average

Oregon nonprofits are the 
beneficiaries of thousands of hours of 
volunteer time.  According to a 
report published this year by the 
Corporation for National & 
Community Service (CNCS*), 
Oregonians are more generous with 
their time than most Americans.  We 
rank 15th in the nation, with 33% of 
Oregon adults volunteering, 
compared to a national rate of 27%.   
(See Chart 4.)

CNCS also compared volunteering 
in the nation’s 50 largest 
metropolitan areas.  

Portland ranks 6th, with a volunteer 
rate of 35.8% compared to the 
average rate of 25.4%.

0

50,000,000

100,000,000

150,000,000

200,000,000

250,000,000

300,000,000

350,000,000

400,000,000

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

2005 Donations
Education : $365,076,480 

Human Services: $171,036,485
Health: $117,309,721

Arts: $101,683,232
Environment: $73,824,374 

Chart 2

Top five donation 
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Data: Internal Revenue Service, Statistics of Income Data, Accessed from IRS.gov, July, 2007
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2007 Volunteer 
participation rates

*CNCS, Volunteering in America: 2007 
State Trends and Rankings in Civic Life

Data: Oregon Attorney General, Charitable Activities Section

How Oregon compares to the nation
Percent of income donated by income level, 2005

<$100K $100K–$200K >$200K

% of income Natl. rankState rankings, 2005

OREGON 1.92% 2.64% 3.89%
United States 1.83% 2.58% 3.55%

Utah 5.09% #1
Dist. of Columbia 3.79% #2
OREGON 2.49% #20
California 2.52% #16

2.01% #34

2001 2002

Oregon, historical contribution trends

OREGON 2.30% 2.41%
United States 2.24% 2.32%

Washington

2003

2.45%
2.32%

(15th in 2004)

2004

2.49%
2.40%

2005

2.49%
2.47%

(16th in 2004)

(30th in 2004)

(2nd in 2004)

(1st in 2004)
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$31,085,872

$638,454,070

$165,522,464

$65,088,952

$45,649,063

$31,925,117

$59,002,485

$59,378,957

$4,756,941

$9,222,487

$10,298,870

$10,416,925

$15,672,426

$19,186,079

$19,660,731

$2,163,423

$2,485,868

$2,495,241

$2,865,323

$3,195,226$3,757,936

$4,168,286

$4,373,837

$1,158,452

$1,194,522

$1,337,990

$1,391,164

$1,519,866

$115,970

$216,830
$223,248

$227,429

$1,143,015

$426,253

$541,739

$257,891

Gifts to Oregon nonprofits by county, 2005

Data: Oregon Department of Justice, Charitable Activities Section. Data represents 2005 donations to all Oregon nonprofits except 431 
organizations whose registered address is out of state. Data is not available for religious organizations.
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Gifts received in every county
New to our report this year is 
detailed information about 
contributions to nonprofit 
organizations in every county in 
Oregon.  With our new ability to 
track this data, we can provide more 
information about where 
Oregonians’ donations end up both 
geographically and by category of 
activity (e.g., education, arts, etc.) 

Chart 5 shows that every county in 
Oregon is a beneficiary of donor 
generosity. Multnomah County is by 

far the largest recipient of charitable 
giving – not surprising since it is 
home to around half of Oregon’s 
population and many nonprofit 
organizations which serve the entire 
state. 

It is important to note that some 
organizations receive significant 
support from outside the county in 
which they are located and some 
provide services outside the county 
in which they are headquartered. For 
example, several counties with large 

aggregate donations are home to 
institutions of higher education 
which receive support from around 
the state and beyond. 

Chart 6 ranks Oregon counties by 
aggregate donations received. It also 
includes total revenue for the 
nonprofit organizations within that 
county. In addition to charitable 
gifts, revenue may include grants, 
earned income, federal contracts, 
fees for service, and third party 
reimbursements.   

Chart 5
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Chart 6

Note: The following organizations have been excluded from this study because most of their activities, as well as their donations, come from outside 
Oregon: Holt International Children's Services; Luis Palau Evangelistic Association; Medical Teams International; Mercy Corps; National Alliance for 
Autism Research; National Psoriasis Foundation. Data is not available for religious organizations.

Nonprofit donations received by county — 2005

Multnomah 2,37311 $638,454,070 $6,533,528,958 
Lane 96042 $165,522,464 $515,375,784 
Benton 263113 $65,088,952 $647,074,883 
Washington 91624 $59,378,957 $674,427,353 
Marion 74755 $59,002,485 $867,896,682 
Jackson 53366 $45,649,063 $766,366,185 
Clackamas 70537 $31,925,117 $415,836,255 
Deschutes 38678 $31,085,872 $404,413,366 
Yamhill 197109 $19,660,731 $172,693,992 
Douglas 272910 $19,186,079 $227,938,699 
Klamath 1871411 $15,672,426 $322,982,571 
Linn 231812 $10,416,925 $52,550,449 
Josephine 2191213 $10,298,870 $38,466,644 
Lincoln 1801714 $9,222,487 $102,258,169 
Coos 2181615 $4,756,941 $34,738,648 
Clatsop 1471916 $4,373,837 $60,111,321 
Umatilla 1351317 $4,168,286 $120,294,666 
Polk 1281518 $3,757,936 $59,621,980 
Wasco 1052319 $3,195,226 $96,390,830 
Tillamook 1202120 $2,865,323 $54,488,190 
Crook 492621 $2,495,241 $28,488,034 
Union 802222 $2,485,868 $61,724,391 
Columbia 1071823 $2,163,423 $24,611,744 
Hood River 672524 $1,519,866 $16,305,841 
Malheur 632025 $1,391,164 $77,821,969 
Curry 882426 $1,337,990 $4,089,403 
Wallowa 463327 $1,194,522 $5,301,690 
Baker 1232828 $1,158,452 $35,848,296 
Harney 323129 $1,143,015 $2,521,156 
Lake 523230 $541,739 $1,769,468 
Grant 383031 $426,253 $997,004 
Morrow 342932 $257,891 $2,638,420 
Sherman 103533 $227,429 $736,488 
Jefferson 462734 $223,248 $1,563,808 
Wheeler 203635 $216,830 $1,413,137 
Gilliam 183436 $115,970 $1,178,377 

9,895TOTALS: $1,220,580,948 $12,434,464,852 

Rank Pop. Rank # organizations Aggregate donations RevenueCounty
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Reports for every Oregon 
county are available on the 
OCF website: ocf1.org

Note: Some web reports are more 
detailed than shown here.

Chart 8 Chart 9

A county 
snapshot
With our new capability to track 
more detailed giving information by 
county, we have created mini 
reports for all 36 Oregon counties. 
These reports offer a historical 
trend perspective on giving in the 
county and a current snapshot 
based on most recent data available. 
County breakdowns include:

•Total gifts to county nonprofit 
organizations, 1997 through 2005 

•Charitable donations by category of 
activity (e.g., health, arts, etc.)

•Rank order of organizations 
receiving donations   

This printed report presents data 
for Deschutes County, one of 
Oregon’s fastest growing counties. 

For comparable data about each of 
Oregon’s 36 counties, visit The OCF 
website: ocf1.org.

Chart 7 shows aggregate historical 
gifts to Deschutes County nonprofit 
organizations.  While gifts increased 
an encouraging 12% from 2004 to 
2005, the increase over two years 
(2003 to 2005) was much more 
modest, at 4.2%.
   
Chart 8 ranks the top 10 giving 
categories by aggregate donations 
received in 2005.  While education 

was the top rated activity statewide, 
health-related activity topped the list 
in Deschutes County, reflecting 
capital campaigns that were 
underway.  

The top ten Deschutes County 
organizations receiving the most in 
donated support are shown in 
Chart 9, ranked by amount 
received. (Our website report lists 
all organizations for all counties.)

Data: Oregon Attorney General, Charitable Activities Section Data: Oregon Attorney General, Charitable Activities Section
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Overall change, 1997 through 2005: 146.43%

Change from last year: 11.99%

Gifts to Deschutes County 
Organizations, 1997—2005

Towns in Deschutes County: Bend; Black Butte Ranch; Crooked River Ranch; La Pine; Redmond; Sisters; Sunriver; Terrebonne.

Data: Oregon Attorney General, Charitable Activities Section

Chart 7
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Charitable donations by category, 2005

Aggregate DonationsNTEE Description (NTEE = National Taxonomy of Exempt Entities)

DESCHUTES COUNTY, by NTEE Category

Revenue 

Health, general, rehabilitative1 $5,806,860 $5,806,860 

Arts, culture, humanities2 $3,383,556 $3,383,556 

Human services—other, multi-purpose3 $3,148,690 $3,148,690 

Education4 $3,092,192 $3,092,192 

Philanthropy & volunteerism5 $2,809,326 $2,809,326 

Community improvement, 
development

6 $2,467,966 $2,467,966 

Environmental quality, protection7 $2,339,767 $2,339,767 

Unknown, Unclassifiable8 $2,332,780 $2,332,780 

Youth development9 $2,041,240 $2,041,240 

Animal-related activities10 $1,016,729 $1,016,729 

Top organizational recipients — 2005

 Donations

DESCHUTES COUNTY

Revenue

Volunteers in Medicine Clinic of the 
Cascades

$2,523,8051 $2,572,393

St. Charles Foundation, Inc. $2,317,1852 $3,033,955
High Desert Museum, The $1,810,6733 $3,591,418
Deschutes Children's Foundation $1,322,2594 $1,497,389
United Way of Deschutes $1,270,3645 $1,359,179
Berean Call, The $1,245,5866 $1,614,181
Hayden Enterprises Giving Fund $1,004,9627 $1,201,326
Central Oregon Battering & Rape 
Alliance:  Victim Advocacy

$987,2958 $1,006,579

Kids Intervention & Diagnostic Service 
Center

$973,1799 $978,753

Deschutes River Conservancy $789,28710 $1,707,136

$14,244,595TOTAL FOR THE PERIOD: $18,562,309

Total Contributions, all (386) organizations, this county: $31,085,872
Total Revenue, all organizations this county: $404,413,366

Towns in Deschutes County: Bend; Black Butte Ranch; Crooked River Ranch; La Pine; 
Redmond; Sisters; Sunriver; Terrebonne.
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1221 SW Yamhill #100, Portland, OR 97205
(503) 227-6846

The Oregon 
Challenge
Traditionally, Oregonians have met 
the challenges of current and future 
needs of our state with 
thoughtfulness and practicality. 
Philanthropy has always played an 
important role in our problem 
solving.  As this report 
demonstrates, Oregonians 
generously support nonprofit 
causes they care about, giving 
money and time to enhance our 
shared economic security and 
quality of life.

We applaud the substantial growth 
in donations in 2005 – almost $100 
million more than the prior year. 
Clearly, we give.  But we must give 
more. Oregon’s growth creates 
more opportunity, but also more 
need.

We commend the staff and 
thousands of volunteers who run 
Oregon’s 10,000 nonprofit 
organizations.  Without their effort, 
the Oregon we know and love 
would not exist.  We volunteer.  But 
we must volunteer more, not only 
to extend the services of our 
nonprofit organizations but to put 
each of us in contact with our 
fellow Oregonians, creating 
stronger communities that benefit 
us all.

Thanks to those who donate time 
and money to the many worthy 
causes which support a vibrant and 
compassionate Oregon. Please 
continue your commitment and 
look for ways to invite your family, 
friends and colleagues to join you.

~ The 2007 Giving 
in Oregon Council
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